
Housing Needs Assessment
Underway

The MVC is collaborating with the six
Island towns and several affordable
housing entities to prepare a housing
needs assessment for Martha's Vineyard.
The objective is to analyze current housing
needs for affordable housing and
community housing to allow towns and
non-profits to focus their efforts on the
greatest needs and the most effective
strategies.

The study is looking at the housing needs – both rental and home
ownership -- of the year-round workforce, independent retirees, seniors,
veterans, and individuals with special needs. It will evaluate the
effectiveness of past programs, projects and strategies, look at the
capacity of existing housing organizations, and formulate
recommendations on how to best leverage community assets to establish
long-term, financially sustainable, community housing policies, programs,
and strategies.

The study committee, made up of representatives of each Island town,
the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority, and the MVC selected
consultant Karen Sunnarborg. An interim report should be ready by the
end of the year.

Information: Christine Flynn flynn@mvcommission.org

Wind Energy Plan Approved
On October 18, the Martha’s Vineyard Commission approved the

Wind Energy Plan for Dukes County.
The Wind Energy Plan analyzes

various aspects of wind energy
development on land and offshore, in
state waters within Dukes County and in
adjacent federal waters. The plan
proposes policies for where and at what
scale wind turbines may be allowed,
where they should be subject to special
review, and what standards should
apply.

A draft plan was released last summer and several public meetings
were held last year. The plan was prepared by the MVC staff under the
supervision of the Wind Energy Plan for Dukes County Work Group,
made up of representatives of all seven towns in Dukes County, the
Tribe, and from Island conservation and energy non-profit organizations.

Information: Bill Veno veno@mvcommission.org
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Revisions to
DRI Checklist
Proposed

Every two years, the MVC reviews
the DRI Checklist, the list of thresholds
that delineate which development
applications towns must refer to the
MVC for possible DRI review.

In 2011, the MVC began an in-
depth review of the Checklist to deal
with issues that came up since adoption
of the current Checklist and to respond
to public suggestions. It was also an
opportunity to align it with
recommendations of the Island Plan by
increasing protection of significant
resources while easing procedures for
development proposals without
significant regional impacts.

The process started last year with
meetings to hear public suggestions,
followed by a series of meetings to
discuss possible changes. The resulting
set of revisions was released last week.

The MVC will hold a public hearing
on the proposed changes on Thursday,
November 8, 2012 at 7:15 p.m. to
solicit comments from town boards and
members of the public. Written
comments may be submitted until Friday,
November 16, 2012 at 5 p.m.

The Commission will then make
revisions as necessary and adopt the
revised Checklist by year’s end.

Information: Mark London
london@mvcommission.org
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New DRI Policy
on Site Design
and Landscape

The MVC has drafted a new policy
for DRI review dealing with Site Design
and Landscape.

The policy seeks to preserve and
restore natural habitat and vegetative
communities, to preserve and enhance
views and vistas, to minimize the
environmental and visual impacts of
man-made features such as roads,
driveways, parking lots, and structures,
and to maintain existing topography.

This joins other DRI policies –
Open Space, Water Quality, Energy
and Environmental Building, and
Affordable Housing – to provide
guidance to applicants to assist
Commissioners in evaluating
proposals.

The policy is based on past MVC
practices, best practices off-Island, and
input from town boards and non-profit
organizations on the Island.

The draft policy is available on the
MVC website. A public hearing on the
draft policy was opened on October
18 and continued to November 1.

Information: Mark London
london@mvcommission.org

Pre-Disaster
Mitigation Plan

The MVC has begun working with
a team of emergency managers
representing the seven towns and the
County on an updated version of the Pre-
Disaster Mitigation Plan for Dukes
County. The Plan identifies critical
facilities, vulnerabilities and actions
proposed to mitigate the vulnerabilities.
Once approved by FEMA, the Plan
makes participating towns eligible for
federal funding to finance the actions
and projects identified in the Plan.

Information: Jo-Ann Taylor
taylor@mvcommission.org

Edgartown Road
Safety Audit

In August, the MVC worked with the
Town of Edgartown to facilitate a Road
Safety Audit of Upper Main Street. This
half-day workshop involved town, MVC,
and MassDOT officials focusing on
safety issues and possible solutions for
the stretch of Main Street between the
Triangle and Curtis Lane. The MassDOT
consultant’s report can be found on the
MVC website.

Information: Mike Mauro
mmauro@mvcommission.org

Arts Martha's
Vineyard

To help advance the Island Plan’s
recommendations to promote economic
diversification, the MVC is playing an
active role in helping Arts Martha's
Vineyard get off the ground. Arts MV is
a collaborative of Island organizations,
businesses, and individuals involved in
arts, culture, and the creative economy.
The MVC provided technical support to
preparing a planning report entitled
Fostering Arts and Culture on Martha's
Vineyard (on the MVC website).

Information: Christine Flynn
flynn@mvcommission.org

Upcoming Meetings
Wednesday, November 7, noon

Water Alliance
MVC Offices

Wednesday, November 7, 5 p.m.
Joint Affordable Housing
Group
MVC Offices

Wednesday, November 14, 5 p.m.
Bureau of Offshore Energy
Management - Wind Farms in
federal waters south of
Martha's Vineyard Leasing and
Site Assessment Environmental
Assessment
Katharine Cornell Theatre

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC
website for the latest updates.

DRI Status Report
Sepiessa Affordable Housing:

WT, three additional units (#340-
M) DD 11/1/12

Allen Farm Estate Plan: CH,
divide 60 acres into 4 lots (#121-
M) PH 11/1/2012

Black Dog Pavilion: TI, 27
outdoor seats (#CR5-2012) CR
11/1/2012

Edgartown National Bank:
OB, bank in the former Oyster Bar
(CR 6 2012) Concurrence Review
11/1/12

MV Arena Cell Tower: OB, 120’
monopole (#49 M3) LUPC
11/5/2012

West Tisbury Cell Tower: WT,
80’ monopole (#640) LUPC
11/5/2012

10 State Road / Grillo: TI, new
mixed-use building (#622) PH
11/15/2012

Nova Vida / Alliance Church:
OB, addition to church/
institutional building (#603-M)

Comcast/NStar Cable: TI,
underwater cable from mainland
(#641) LUPC 11/12/12

Plum Bush Point Homesite:
WT, divide 1 lot from 5-acre lot
(#124-) differed pending clarification
of conformance of existing subdivision

Lagoon Ridge Subdivision –
OB, subdivision (#464M) – on hold

Barnes Gas – TI, new gas station,
(#629) – awaiting traffic study

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review
CR Commission Concurrence Review
PH Commission Public Hearing
DD Commission deliberation and decision
WD Commission vote on written decision
t.b.d. to be determined

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18,
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)

MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557
PHONE: 508-693-3453
FAX: 508-693-7894
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG

WWW.MVCOMMISSION.ORG

mailto:london@mvcommission.org
mailto:london@mvcommission.org
mailto:taylor@mvcommission.org
mailto:mmauro@mvcommission.org
mailto:flynn@mvcommission.org
mailto:foley@mvcommission.org
mailto:INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG

