
 

Draft Wind Plan Released 
The Martha’s Vineyard Commission released a draft version of the 

Wind Energy Plan for Dukes County, on which it invites public comment. 
The Wind Energy Plan analyzes various aspects of wind energy 

development on land and off shore, in state waters within Dukes County 
as well as in adjacent federal waters. The plan proposes policies for 
where and at what scale wind turbines may be allowed, where they 
should be subject to special review, and what standards should apply.  

The plan aims to allow for reasonable wind energy development 
while minimizing potentially detrimental impacts on natural resources 
and human uses. It looks at topics such as birds and bats, scenic 
resources, tribal and cultural resources, open space and habitat, marine 
mammals, fishing, navigation and boating, safety, noise and vibration, 
shadow flicker, construction, operation, decommissioning, and 
community benefits.  

This draft was prepared by the MVC staff 
based on analysis and recommendations 
reflecting the efforts of the Wind Energy Plan 
for Dukes County Work Group, made up of 
representatives of all seven towns in Dukes 
County, the Tribe, and from Island conservation 
and energy non-profit organizations. The draft 
is being released to solicit public comment over 
the summer of 2011. In the fall of 2011, the 

Work Group will reconvene to discuss the document with the intention of 
submitting a final draft to the full Martha's Vineyard Commission for 
adoption. (The Commission itself has not reviewed this draft.) The Wind 
Energy Plan will be used in conjunction with the Island Wind District of 
Critical Planning Concern, with review of wind turbines as Developments 
of Regional Impact. It can also be used by town boards in their review of 
applications. 

Town boards and members of the pubic are invited to give feedback 
on all aspects of the document, including two fundamental options 
regarding possible offshore wind energy development in Dukes County. 
One would allow development in certain areas defined by the analysis; 
the other would hold off on short-term development within the waters of 
Dukes County.  

The Wind Energy Plan is in town libraries, can be downloaded from 
the Island Plan website, www.islandplan.org, or can be obtained from 
the Commission (508-693-3453).  

Wind Energy Development - Public Meeting  
Wednesday, August 24, 2011, 7 p.m. 
Ag Hall, West Tisbury 
 Update about the current status of wind energy planning and 

development in and around Dukes County. 
 Presentation of highlights of the draft Wind Energy Plan. 
 Question and answer period, and public comment on the draft plan.  
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Draft Regional Transportation 
Plan Released 

Every four years, the Martha's 
Vineyard Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP) is updated to reflect the latest 
information about the Island, its 
transportation needs, and proposed 
improvements. The MVC and Martha's 
Vineyard Joint Transportation Committee 
(made up of representatives of all Island 
towns) released a draft of the latest 
update, and invite public comment 
before August 30, 2011. This version 
includes new sections on Climate 
Change and on Livability.  

This document is required by 
MassDOT and the Federal Highway 
Administration. It serves as a basis for 
state and federal funding of Island 
transportation improvements, such as 
operational support to the VTA and 
financing of projects such as the new 
Sengekontacket Pond and Lagoon Pond 
bridges, the recent improvements to 
roads and sidewalks in downtown Oak 
Bluffs, the planned roundabout, and 
extensions to the network of bicycle 
paths and routes.  

A copy of the draft plan is available 
in all libraries, can be downloaded from 
the MVC / Island Plan website – 
www.islandplan.org – or a hard copy 
can be obtained by calling the 
Commission at 508-693-3453.  

A public meeting will be held to 
discuss the draft plan and receive public 
comments on Monday, August 29 at 
noon in the MVC Offices, 33 New York 
Ave., Oak Bluffs.  
Information: Mike Mauro 
mmauro@mvcommission.org 



Sheri Caseau 
New Water Resources Planner 

Sheri Caseau joined the MVC in 
June 2011. She is responsible for the 
collection of water resource data for the 
fresh and salt pond water quality. Sheri 
provides technical support to the MVC 
for review of DRI’s and to local boards 
and pond associations. She coordinates 
with the Massachusetts Estuaries Project 
to gain a more complete understanding 
of nitrogen loading impacts to coastal 
waters.  

Sheri was a Natural Resource 
Manager with the Virgin Islands 
National Park. At the Park her duties 
included creating the protocols and 
sampling for seagrass recovery, water 
quality, monitoring endangered species 
and bacteria sampling. Sheri worked on 
the Management Plan for the Park and 
its gateway community. 

Prior to the Park, Sheri worked with 
the Division of Fish and Wildlife where 
she conducted habitat, fish and 
invertebrate surveys. She also conducted 
recreational and commercial fishing 
surveys.   

Sheri returned to Martha’s Vineyard 
with her husband and three children to 
take advantage of the excellent 
education system available. For the past 
several years Sheri worked in the West 
Tisbury School system. She holds a 
degree in Marine Science from Long 
Island University at Southampton. 

Sheri replaced the recently retired 
Bill Wilcox.  

Curtis Schroeder 
New Administrator 

Curt joined the MVC staff in July 
2011. As Administrator, Curt, handles 
the fiscal, administrative and human 
resource operations of the Commission. 
Curt is responsible for the oversight and 
management of the grant process with 
various governmental agencies. 

He brings over 25 years of 
entrepreneurial, financial and executive-
level management experience to the 
MVC. Curt is a licensed Certified Public 
Accountant, and earned a Bachelors of 
Science in Accounting degree from the 
University of Southern California. 

Curtis replaced Jeff Wooden, who 
retired after eight years of service to the 
Commission. 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, August 24, 7:00 p.m. 

Draft Wind Energy Plan 
Ag Hall 

Monday, August 29, noon 
Draft Regional Transportation 
Plan 
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, September 7, 5 p.m. 
Joint Affordable Housing 
Group 
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, September 7, noon 
Water Alliance 
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, September 14, noon 
PED Committee 
West Tisbury Town Hall  

Tuesday, September 20, 5 p.m.  
Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee  
MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  

DRI Status Report 
Kidder – Edgartown, new lot 

(#632) – form A division – WD 
9/1/11 

Oak Bluffs Roundabout – Oak 
Bluffs, convert four-way stop into 
roundabout (#633) – PH 9/1/2011  

Tisbury Market Place – Tisbury, 
clarification of number of 
commercial units (#485-M5) CR 
9/1/2011 

Lagoon Ridge Subdivision – 
Oak Bluffs, subdivision (#633) 
awaiting traffic study 

Barnes Gas – Tisbury, new gas 
station, (#629) – awaiting traffic 
study  

Vineyard Golf – Edgartown, 
member housing – on hold 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise 
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18, 
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)  
 

DCPC Status 
Report 
 

Coastal DCPC 
Town of Edgartown 
Public Hearing – September 8, 
2011 at 7:00 p.m. 

Conformance to the District 
guidelines of proposed 
amendments to regulations dealing 
with upgrading septic systems. 

This meeting will be held at the MVC offices. 
(Information: Jo-Ann Taylor, ext. 19, 
taylor@mvcommission.org, or on the website)  
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