
 

Intermunicipal Collaboration  
The Martha's Vineyard Commission financed two studies looking at 

the possibility of improving intermunicipal collaboration, with funding 
from the Department of Housing and Community Development’s District 
Local Technical Assistance program. Copies of both studies are available 
on the MVC website. The respective town boards have yet to take 
positions on the possible implementation of the consultants’ 
recommendations.  

Solid Waste Management Consolidation  
This study was prepared by Environmental Partners 

for the Martha’s Vineyard Refuse District (MVRD). Over 
the last two years, the MVRD – which serves 
Edgartown, West Tisbury, Chilmark and Aquinnah – 
has been discussing with the Tisbury and Oak Bluffs 

District the possibility of becoming an Island-wide district serving 
all of the Island communities. This study: reviewed the existing 
regulatory permits held by the District and the implications on 
expanding to an Island-wide District; defined the solid waste 
tonnage that it would receive; looked at the condition of MVRD’s 
existing facilities at Edgartown and constraints these facilities 
would face if they were to manage the additional waste and 
recycling steams, from Tisbury and Oak Bluffs; and provided a 
proposed concept for MVRD operations that could be used during 
the initial operating years. 

Oak Bluffs and Tisbury Public Safety Services  
This study was conducted for the towns of 

Oak Bluffs and Tisbury by MMA Consulting 
Group, Inc. It explored the possibility of 
greater inter-municipal collaboration 
between the Oak Bluffs Police Department 
and the Tisbury Police Department, ranging 
from sharing certain services to a complete 

consolidation of the two police departments. The consultant concluded 
that the merger of the Oak Bluffs and Tisbury Police Departments is 
economically and operationally feasible and would reduce the number 
of sworn police officers necessary to meet the policing needs of the two 
communities. The consultant recommended that the Towns of Oak Bluffs 
and Tisbury explore the viability of consolidating their police 
departments into one agency. “Consolidation of the police departments 
will improve supervision and increase operational efficiency. 
Consolidation is economically viable and would result in some cost 
savings and the control of future costs.” The consultant outlined staffing 
scenarios that could result in reducing staffing by six or seven positions. 
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Massachusetts 
Estuaries Project 
Update 

The Massachusetts Estuaries Project 
completed final reports on Farm Pond 
and Sengekontacket. Te Lagoon Pond 
report should be out shortly. These 
studies are based on water sampling 
and land use modeling prepared by the 
MVC. The conclusions are: 
 The excess nitrogen in Farm Pond can 

be resolved by replacing the 
undersized culvert with a 16 foot box 
culvert.  Once tidal flushing is 
optimized, no sewering is needed to 
lower the Pond’s nitrogen. 

 Sengekontacket needs nitrogen 
reduction in both the Major’s Cove 
and the Trapp’s Pond sub-watersheds.  
Trapp’s may be resolved by replacing 
the undersized culvert as for Farm 
Pond.  Major’s can be addressed by 
reducing the nitrogen from wastewater 
disposal by 60%. 

 The conclusion for Lagoon Pond is that 
a 50% reduction in the nitrogen from 
wastewater disposal is needed to 
bring the concentration in the Pond to 
an acceptable level. 

Funding for the Tisbury share of the 
Tashmoo study was approved at Town 
Meeting this year.  Commission staff 
Chris Seidel and Bill Wilcox are working 
on the land use-nitrogen loading models 
for Tisbury Great Pond and for Tashmoo 
Pond at this time. 
Information: Bill Wilcox wilcox@mvcommission.org 
 



Bill Wilcox to 
Retire 

Bill Wilcox 
will be retiring 
at the end of 
June.  

Bill has 
been employed 
at the MVC as 
Water 
Resource 
Planner full time since September 2000 
and part-time since 1990. He was also 
employed in a similar position with the 
MVC from 1975 through 1978, during 
the formation of the MVC. From 1978 
through 1990 he was employed by the 
UMass Cooperative Extension system as 
the County Agent for the Vineyard and 
with the Soil Conservation Service as a 
Soil Conservationist. 

Bill has played a leading role in 
helping the Vineyard community deal 
with the critical and complex issues 
related to protecting the quality of the 
Island’s water resources so they can be 
maintained as sustainable resources in 
the future.  

He has expertise in coastal pond 
water quality, groundwater, local 
geology and soil types. He was 
instrumental in getting the water quality 
data and in doing the land use modeling 
for the Massachusetts Estuaries Project, 
and is a member of many pond 
committees and town advisory 
committees. His experience, dedication 
and public service are greatly 
appreciated by the Island community 
and will be missed. 

Bill graduated from the University of 
Massachusetts with a BS degree in 
Geology. He attended Columbia 
University graduate school where he 
acquired a Ph.M. degree in Geology.  

For the month of June, Bill will work 
with his replacement, Sheri Caseau 
(whom we will introduce in the next 
newsletter) to ensure a smooth transition.  

Information: Mark London 
london@mvcommission.org 

Meeting on Federal 
Wind Energy  

On Thursday, June 9, from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the Katharine Cornell Theatre, 
Vineyard Haven, officials of the 
Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs and U.S. 
Department of the Interior’s Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management, Regulation, 
and Enforcement will host a public 
information session to provide 
information on the status and next steps 
for the BOEMRE leasing process of 
areas of federal waters south of 
Martha’s Vineyard for the development 
of offshore wind projects. 

Preview of the Arts 
On Tuesday, June 7, from 2 to 6 p.m. at 
the Grange Hall in West Tisbury, come 
and learn out about what the arts and 
cultural community has planned at the 
Summer Preview of Vineyard Arts and 
Culture. Local organizations will set up 
tables, do demonstrations, and provide 
information and takeaway materials; 
local music and dance groups will offer 
spontaneous performances. This is being 
organized by the Martha's Vineyard Arts 
and Culture Collaborative. Creating the 
open house and establishing the 
Collaborative itself implement 
recommendations in the Island Plan.  

Upcoming Meetings 
Tuesday, June 7, 2 to 6 p.m. 

Arts MV Summer Preview 
The Grange, West Tisbury  

Wednesday, June 8, 5:00 p.m. 
Island Plan Housing and Joint 
Affordable Housing Group  
MVC Offices 

Thursday, June 9, noon 
Island Plan Livelihood and 
Commerce Work Group  
MVC Offices 

Thursday, June 9, 5:00 p.m. 
Federal Wind Development 
Katharine Cornell Theatre, VH 

Wednesday, June 15, noon 
Planning and Economic 
Development 
West Tisbury Town Hall  

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  

DRI Status Report 
Ocean Club – Oak Bluffs, 

restaurant expansion and function 
hall (#309-M2) – approved 5/23/11  

Tisbury Farm Market – Tisbury, 
change of use and expansion 
(#309-M2) – approved 5/5/11  

Box Scow at Boch Park – 
Tisbury, temporary structure (#CR4-
2011) – non concurrence 5/11/11 

 

Goodale Pit – Oak Bluffs, clearing 
of habitat, topographic alteration 
(#CR3-11) –  CR 6/3/2011  

Hart Building – West Tisbury, 
modification, (#549M) – LUPC 
6/13/2011  

18 State Road – Oak Bluffs, 
convert commercial to residential, 
(#615-M) – CR  – LUPC 6/13/2011 

Kidder – Edgartown, new lot 
(#632) – form A division – LUPC 
6/13/2011 

Barnes Gas – Tisbury, new gas 
station, (#629) – awaiting traffic 
study  

Vineyard Golf – Edgartown, 
member housing – on hold 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise 
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18, 
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)  
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