
 

Federal Wind Initiatives 
The federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation, and 

Enforcement launched a Request for Interest inviting developers to 
indicate where they might want to develop offshore wind farms within a 
vast federal area 12 nautical miles south of the Vineyard. The February 
28 deadline also applies to receipt of comments from public officials and 
citizens. The MVC will be preparing comments. State and federal 
representatives will be on the Vineyard for two public meetings to 
explain their proposals and hear public comments on Thursday, February 
17, at the Oak Bluffs Library: 3 p.m. fishing; 5 p.m. other concerns.  

Arts and Culture Collaborative 
An important Island Plan proposal has been implemented, the 

creation of the Martha's Vineyard Arts and Culture Collaborative to 
support and promote arts and culture. It aims to increase awareness of 
the Island as a year-round, arts-rich community and to stimulate related 
economic development. The organization will also nurture, coordinate, 
and leverage resources and opportunities for the arts/culture community 
and support arts education in schools and in the community at large. 

The idea of forming an arts and culture 
collaborative and a number of other related 
strategies were first proposed in the Island 
Plan, and then discussed last fall by about thirty 
representatives of the Vineyard’s arts and 
cultural community at a facilitated roundtable 
sponsored by the MV Donors Collaborative. 
The roundtable group agreed to set up the 
collaborative, and established a number of 
committees. 

In January, the Collaborative was awarded an Adams Arts Program 
Planning Grant from the Massachusetts Cultural Council to help us move 
ahead with the planning process. The MVC is fiscal agent and the 
Permanent Endowment of MV added matching funds. The grant will 
allow the collaborative to explore the feasibility of initiatives such as 
marketing the Island as a cultural destination, creating an arts and 
culture website, publishing an annual directory, creating a “passport” 
program, setting up new events and arts festivals, and increasing 
arts/culture workshops to promote learning vacations year round. 

Representatives of non-profit organizations, businesses, and 
individuals are invited to join the Collaborative’s mailing list by going to 
the newly created website: www.marthasvineyardarts.org 
Information: Mark London london@mvcommission.org. 

An Arts and Cultural Collaborative for Martha's Vineyard: 
Lessons from Cape Cod 

Wednesday, February 23 at noon 
Baylies Room, Old Whaling Church in Edgartown 
Martha's Vineyard Arts and Culture Collaborative 
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Island Plan Update 
In addition to the launch of the 

Arts Collaborative (right) and the 
review of the DRI Checklist (next 
page), here is the status of some 
other Island Plan initiatives. 
 The Wind Energy Plan is well 

advanced; model regulations were 
completed last December and 
given to each planning board.  

 The MVC’s Planning and Economic 
Development Committee is working 
on revisions to the MVC’s DRI 
Policies in relation to Island Plan 
recommendations; 

 The Joint Affordable Housing 
Group aims to update the 2005 
Housing Needs Assessment, a 
basis for future action by towns 
and non-profits. 

 We are re-establishing regular 
meetings of planning boards to 
discuss various issues including 
Island Plan strategies. 

In the coming two months, we will be 
convening meetings of each of the 
Island Plan Work Groups to update 
the status of efforts for that topic and 
to help identify the highest priorities 
among the Plan’s 207 strategies.  
Information: Mark London 
london@mvcommission.org 



DRI Checklist Review  
The MVC is continuing its review 

of the DRI Checklist, the standards 
and criteria used by town boards to 
determine referral of development 
applications to the Commission for 
review as a Development of Regional 
Impact, as required by the Martha's 
Vineyard Commission Act. 

The purposes of the DRI Checklist 
Review are to:  
 Ensure that the Checklist results in 

MVC review of projects of regional 
impact. 
 Reflect community concerns and 

goals identified in the Island Plan.  
 Deal with concerns about the 

relevance and clarity of items now 
on the DRI Checklist, and the 
absence of items that should be 
added to the Checklist.  

Boards, organizations, and 
individuals are invited to participate 
in the process: 
 Download background 

information and current 
documents from the MVC website 
– www.mvcommission.org – and 
type “DRI Checklist Review 
2011” into the search box. 

 Get on the mailing list to receive 
documents and meeting notices 
by giving us your email address. 

 Submit written comments. To help 
us plan, it would be useful if you 
could identify issues by the end 
of February. Subsequently, there 
will be time to discuss how to 
deal with these issues. 

 Attend upcoming meetings of the 
Land Use Planning Committee on 
Mondays at 5:30 p.m. in the 
MVC offices: 

- March 7 – Development in 
Commercial Districts;  

- April 4 – Large Houses. 
Information: Paul Foley foley@mvcommission.org 

MVC Budget 
The Commission adopted its 

budget for the 2012 fiscal year in 
January. This budget reflects current 
economic conditions. There is no 
increase in the overall budget. There 
is no increase in overall assessments 
to Island towns. (New equalized 
valuations resulted in small increases 
or decreases to the assessments of 
individual towns.) The cost of living 
adjustment for employees is 0%. 
 

Regional 
Transportation Plan 

The MVC is completing a draft of 
the Martha's Vineyard Regional 
Transportation Plan. When we 
receive additional information from 
MassDOT and complete the draft, it 
will be circulated for a 30-day public 
comment period.  

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, February 16, noon 

Planning and Economic 
Development 
West Tisbury Town Hall  

Thursday, February 17, 3 and 5 p.m. 
Federal Wind Development 
Oak Bluffs Library 

Thursday, February 23, noon 
MV Arts & Culture 
Collaborative 
Old Whaling Church, Baylies Room  

Wednesday, March 2, 12:15 p.m. 
Water Alliance 
MVC Offices  

Monday, March 7, 5:30 p.m. 
LUPC –DRI Checklist Review 
MVC Offices  

Tuesday, March 8, 4:00 p.m. 
Agricultural Alliance 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, March 9, 5:00 p.m. 
Joint Affordable Housing 
Group 
MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  

DRI Status Report 
Edgartown Meat and Fish –

change of use, Edgartown (#170-
M2) – remanded to town 2/3/2011 

Rickard Retail – modification, 
Tisbury (#311-M3) remanded to 
town 2/3/2011 

MV Hospital Parking – new 
parking area, Oak Bluffs (#324M) 
– DD 2/24/11 (tentative) 

Ocean Club – restaurant 
expansion and function hall, Oak 
Bluffs (#309-M2) – PH 3.24/11 
(tentative) 

Muckerheide Housing – 
modification to conditions, Oak 
Bluffs (#615-M) – modification 
review 2/24/2011 (tentative) 

Barnes Gas – new gas station, 
Tisbury (#629) – awaiting traffic 
study  

Hart Plumbing– modification, 
West Tisbury (#549M) – t.b.d.  

Bradley Square – demolition, 
Oak Bluffs (#612-M2) – on hold at 
applicant’s request. 

Comcast Cable – Undersea cable, 
Tisbury (#630) t.b.d. 

10 State Road – multi-use 
building, Tisbury (#622) – on hold 
at applicant’s request. 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise 
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18, 
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)  
 

DCPC Status 
Report 
Island Road DCPC  modification 

of goals, findings and guidelines, 
Special Ways Zone; boundary 
resonsideration to include five 
Special Ways in Edgartown 
designated 2007 – 3/10/2011 
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