
 

Wind Energy Planning 
The MVC staff and Wind Energy Plan Work Group, made up of 

representatives of towns and organizations, have been researching wind energy 
to better understand the specific pros and cons of what wind turbines might 
mean for our community.  

They are mapping areas 
with special resources that 
appear to be more sensitive to 
the impacts of wind turbines 
and are working on how to 
identify the areas with the most 
significant scenic resources. 
They are trying to sort out 
sometimes wildly divergent 
information about the impacts 
of wind turbines on noise, on 
birds, and on property values.  

Starting next week, a 
series work sessions will focus 
on some of these topics. A new 
website about the wind planning effort – found on the Island Plan website 
www.islandplan.org – offers access to Wind Energy Plan documents, links to 
other useful websites, and a number of discussion boards that give you an 
opportunity to comment. A display, an open house, and a large public forum 
are being planned later this summer. 

Information: Bill Veno  veno@mvcommission.org. 

Wind Turbines and Noise: On Wednesday, July 28, there will be a 
work session on Wind Turbines and Noise. The work session will begin with 
a presentation by Gregory C. Tocci, a leading expert on wind energy noise. 
It will include a question and answer period. Some of the topics will include: 
What sounds are produced by wind turbines? When are these sounds 
considered to be noise? How can this noise be reduced or mitigated? How 
can wind turbine noise best be regulated? Members of planning boards and 
zoning boards of appeal, building inspectors, and members of the public are 
invited to attend. The session will start at 5 p.m. in the MVC Offices and 
admission is free.  

 

July 27 Deadline for Filing MVC Election Papers 
Every two years, there is an Island-wide election for the nine positions of 

Commissioners of the Martha's Vineyard Commission who are Elected At Large. 
A minimum of one and a maximum of two Commissioners will be elected from 
each town. The deadline for filing nomination papers for the fall election is July 
27, 2010. Nomination papers and instructions are now available at the MVC 
office or your Town Hall. Ten certified signatures are required and papers may 
only be signed by registered voters.  These papers must be submitted to the 
local Board of Registrars for certification of signatures no later than 5:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, July 27, 2010, and thereafter filed with the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 24, 2010. For 
more information, please contact your town clerk.  
Information: Jeff Wooden wooden@mvcommission.org 
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Island Plan Update 
Seasonal residents and visitors 

are invited to pick up a free copy of 
the Island Plan Overview document 
at their local library or town hall. The 
Plan was adopted last December. 
The Island Plan Overview was 
distributed to all active mailing 
addresses and newspaper 
subscribers over the winter. The full 
Island Plan can be consulted in all 

libraries, and town halls, or can be 
purchased for ten dollars at the 
MVC. Both the full Island Plan and 
the Overview document can be 
downloaded from the Island Plan 
website. 

Former members of the Steering 
Committee and MVC Commissioners 
are working on how best to move 
forward with Island Plan strategies. 
Information: Mark London 
london@mvcommission.org 

WWW.ISLANDPLAN.ORG 



Wastewater 
Management 
Study 

The Martha's Vineyard 
Commission has 
released the Martha's 
Vineyard Wastewater 
Management Study, an 
evaluation of the 

wastewater issues confronting the 
Vineyard and options for better 
wastewater disposal.   

Martha's Vineyard is faced with 
significant challenges in restoring and 
maintaining water quality in coastal 
ponds, where excessive nitrogen loading 
has resulted from on-site wastewater 
disposal and other causes. The study 
was carried out by consultants Wright-
Pierce, and included a two-year data 
collection and evaluation process in 
cooperation with an oversight committee 
of town appointees. This study will help 
the towns and the MVC to formulate an 
informed plan to facilitate wastewater 
management improvements. 

This study started with a broad 
assessment of wastewater management 
needs based on an up-to-date evaluation 
of assessors and water supplier data. 
Next, a number of wastewater 
management alternatives were 
evaluated, ranging from individual towns 
acting alone to various regional 
approaches. The cost and effectiveness 
of various technical approaches to 
wastewater treatment and disposal were 
evaluated, ranging from individual on-
site systems to traditional municipal 
wastewater facilities. The study also 
reviewed existing regulations, bylaws 
and policies and looked at the potential 
effectiveness of new regulatory tools. The 
study included six case study areas, one 
in each town, to focus on the range of 
issues and possible solutions.  

This study sets the basic framework 
for managing wastewater on Martha's 
Vineyard. Given the scope of the 
challenge and the large potential cost of 
treatment, possibly more than $200 
million, considerable additional study 
will be needed to determine the most 
cost-effective solutions.  

Precise treatment requirements will 
be determined as the Massachusetts 
Estuaries Project studies are completed, 
refining our understanding of each 
pond’s needs and allowing more precise 
cost analyses. 

The report is available in all town 
libraries and from the Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission’s website.  
Information: Bill Wilcox wilcox@mvcommission.org  

Draft Transportation 
Documents 
Public comment is invited by August 15 
on two draft transportation documents, 
the Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) and the Unified Planning Work 
Program. The TIP projects for federal and 
state funding include the roundabout in 
Oak Bluffs and Shared Use Path on 
Beach Road in Tisbury. This might be 
amended to prioritize improvements to 
the sidewalk of State Road in Tisbury. 
The UPWP outlines transportation 
planning efforts for the coming year. The 
documents are on the website. 
Information: Mike Mauro 
mmauro@mvcommission.org 

DCPC Status Report 
Island Road DCPC – Boundary 

Amendment to add Jeffers Lane and 
Old Wood Road in Edgartown as 
Special Ways – Public Hearing 
8/05/2010  
Information: Jo-Ann Taylor 
taylor@mvcommission.org 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, August 11, 8:00 a.m. 

Planning Economic Development 
Katherine Cornell Theatre 

Wednesday, August 11, 5:00 p.m. 
Joint Affordable Housing Groups 
MVC Offices 

Thursday, August 12, 5:00 p.m. 
Wind Energy Plan Work Group 
MVC Offices  

Tuesday, August 17, 5:00 p.m. 
Bicycle Pedestrian Committee 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, September 8, 2:00 p.m. 
Joint Transportation Committee 
MVC Offices  

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  

DRI Status Report
Little House Café – restaurant, 

Tisbury (#CR1-2010) – non-
concurrence 7/01/10 

Katama Airfield Hangar – 
replacement structure (#624) – 
approved 7/15/10 

Grey Farm – creamery, Chilmark 
(#CR3-2010) – non-concurrence 
7/22/10 

 

 

Wavelengths – multi-use building, 
Edgartown (#623) – PH 05/06/10. 

Tisbury Market Place – multi-use 
building, Tisbury (#485-M5) – 
Continued PH 08/12/10. 

Hart Plumbing– modification, 
West Tisbury (#549M) – t.b.d. 

10 State Road – multi-use 
building, Tisbury (#622) – PH t.b.d. 

Williams / Big Sky– commercial 
building, West Tisbury (#618M) – 
PH 8/05/10.  

Chaisin – 11-parcel division, 
Edgartown (#625) – PH t.b.d. 

Beach Road Pizza new pizza, 
sandwich shop, Tisbury (#CR2-
2010) – CR t.b.d. 

Island Deli Market – expanded 
food service (#525-M2) – CR 
8/05/10 

Blue Canoe – restaurant 
expansion, Tisbury (#627) – LUPC 
7/26/2010 

MV Hospital Parking – new parking 
area, Oak Bluffs (#324M) – PH t.b.d. 

Oak Bluffs Fishing Pier – new pier, 
Oak Bluffs (#628) – LUPC t.b.d. 

Ocean Club – restaurant expansion 
and function hall, Oak Bluffs (#309-
M2) – LUPC 7/26 

Barnes Gas – new gas station, Tisbury 
(#629) – LUPC 8/02/10 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise 
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18, 
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)  

MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

WWW.MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

 



 


