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2009 MVC Traffic
Counting Program

As traffic picks up, so does the
MVC's traffic counting program.

The Commission conducts counts
each year on roads throughout the
Island. Regular traffic counting aids
review of development projects,
calculating the rate of traffic growth in
various locations, identifying present and
future congestion and safety locations,
estimating vehicle emissions affecting air
quality, planning for physical and
management improvements, and
supporting applications for
transportation funding.

Tubes and counters in each location
are usually in place for up to a week.

The results are
averaged to @
24-hour period;
the resulting
number is
referred to as
the Average
Daily Traffic or ;
ADT. Locations are selected on the basis
of annual requests from MassHighway,
locations identified by the MVC for
routine surveillance, and specific
requests by towns. For example, this
summer includes counts in the area
around the Vineyard Haven ferry
terminal fo serve as a baseline to
compare future improvements

contemplated by the Town. Information:
Michael Mauro, mmauro@mvcommission.org

Ocean Management Plan
Coming Soon

The Ocean Management Plan, due to be submitted to the Legislature
in draft form by June 30, could have a very significant impact on
Martha's Vineyard.

Previously, most development in state waters - within three miles of
the shore — had been prohibited in what had been protected as an
ocean sanctuary. The Ocean Plan will set out areas for development,
with management strategies, for previously prohibited uses such as wind
farms, aquaculture, and sand and gravel mining.

A number of Vineyarders participated in the latest local workshop
held in Woods Hole on May 2, bringing important insight from the
birding, commercial fishing, conservation, Tribal, and renewable energy
perspectives. After the workshop, the MVC submitted preliminary

comments (see below).

MVC Coastal Planner Jo-Ann
Taylor is the MVC representative
to the Oceans Advisory
Commission, which is overseeing
development of the Plan.

Hearings will be held in the
fall, prior to adoption by year's
end, as required by the Oceans
Act.

The MVC website includes a
hot link to the Mass Ocean Plan
website (or Google Mass Ocean

P|on). Information: Jo-Ann Taylor, taylor@mvcommission.org

MVC Submits Preliminary Comments
The MVC submitted preliminary comments on the draft materials
shown at the May 2 Oceans Act workshop, making the following points.

e The Wampanoag Tribe should be directly involved in the process.

e There is concern about the completeness of some of the data layers,
including bird habitat and fishing areas.

e The Plan should consider scenic values, something missing from the
draft materials. It should include a methodology to first develop areas
with the least impact on the Island’s scenic resources.

e The management strategies should include a way to ensure direct
benefits for the Vineyard community, to offset negative impacts. This
should include giving priority to community-owned projects.

e The local community should be involved in reviewing proposed
development projects by ensuring early and meaningful involvement of
the MVC. According to the Oceans Act, the MVC continues to review
developments in state waters, but town and MVC decisions can be

overridden by the Commonwealth’s Energy Facilities Siting Board.
Information: Mark London, london@mvcommission.org




Agriculture and
Food Self-

Sufficiency

The MVC is carrying out a study
of agriculture, in conjunction with the
Island Plan. The aim is to estimate
how self-sufficient Martha's Vineyard
is today with respect to food, and
how self-sufficient it could be.

The study involves the following.

e Updating the inventory of existing
farms in food production,
indicating which are permanently
protected. Identifying prime
agricultural soils on open space
and undeveloped land outside of
sensitive habitats.

e Outlining how much total acreage
could be in food production in the
future, based on different
hypotheses.

o Estimating levels of food self-
sufficiency based on Island Plan
projections of population growth
and on how much land is required
to feed one person. This will be
based on a typical US food basket
and on “Vineyard” food basket
that is less space-demanding and
doesn't rely in imports.

e Outlining possible strategies for
achieving greater food self-

sufficiency. This would include a
focus on land use and tax-related
strategies to encourage greater
preservation of agricultural lands
and use for food production, such
as use of differential tax rates and

increased use of APR.

The study of Agriculture and
Food Self-Sufficiency is being funded
by a District Local Technical
Assistance Grant from the
Department of Housing and
Community Development. The work
will be carried out with the
cooperation of the newly formed
Martha's Vineyard Agricultural
Alliance and Island Conservation

Commissions.
(Information: Jo-Ann Taylor
taylor@mvcommission.org).

DRI Status Report

RECENT

Folino - addition, Edgartown (#514-
M3) Remanded 04,/02/09
Muckerheide Housing - 12- unit
housing, Oak Bluffs (#615) -
Approved with conditions 04/09/09
V.T.A. Storage - 240 square foot
storage area addition, Edgartown
(#524-M2) — Remanded 05/07/09
YMCA of MV - Plans before
construction, Oak Bluffs (#s00) -
Plans approved by LUPC 05/11/09
Saltwater Restaurant —
screened-in patio add 15 seats,

Tisbury (#485-M4) - Remanded
05/21/09

Upcoming Meetings

Wednesday, June 3, 12:30 pm
Water Alliance
MVC Offices

Wednesday, June 3, 5:00 pm
Joint Affordable Housing

Groups
MVC Offices

Tuesday, June 16, 5:00 pm
Bike/Pedestrian Committee
MVC Offices

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC
website for the latest updates.

CURRENT

Oak Bluffs Harbor Gas - Town-
run fueling at Harbor Master
Shack with above-ground tanks,
Oak Bluffs (#621) PH 05,/04,/09

Morning Glory Farm - addition,
Edgartown (#620) PH 06/18/09

1986 Evelyn Way - mixed use
building, Tisbury, DD 06,/04,/09

Surfside Motel/Condos —
modification to partially convert to
condos, Oak Bluffs (#295:M) - t.b.d

Williams Parking - commercial

parking lot, West Tisbury (#618) -
PH 06/18/09 Tentative

M.V. Hospital Landscape - final
landscape plans, Oak Bluffs (#524-
M) -06/18/09.

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review

CR Commission Concurrence Review

PH Commission Public Hearing

DD Commission deliberation and decision

WD Commission vote on written decision

t.b.d. to be determined

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18,
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)
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