
 

Social Environment Forum – April 30 
The last Island Plan forum on a specific topic – Social Environment – 

will be held on Thursday, April 30, at 7:00 pm in the Tisbury Senior 
Center, 34 Pine Tree Road, Vineyard Haven. It is free and open to the 
public. 

What challenges does the community face today and what do we 
anticipate in the future? How can we best position ourselves to adjust to 
changing circumstances?  

The forum will look at some aspects of the Island’s community 
including health & human services, education, arts & culture, and some 
more general issues faced by the people of the Island. The aim is to 
focus on how each field 
relates to the others and to 
the rest of the Island Plan, 
rather than the specific efforts 
within each field. 
 How can the Vineyard 

maintain its strong sense of 
community and 
inclusiveness, preserve the 
economic continuum, and 
increase understanding 
among groups (year-
round/seasonal, income, 
age, ethnicity, color)? 

 Can Martha's Vineyard 
become a healthier community, not only with respect to health and 
wellness services, but with a mindset to promote healthy lifestyles and 
to create a healthy and supportive environment in which people 
develop physically, mentally and socially? 

 What are the implications of an aging community on health services, 
family health, education, and transportation services? 

 Should we do more to encourage and enable residents and visitors to 
pursue education throughout their lives? 

 What can we do to foster arts and culture on the Island? 
The Social Environment Discussion Paper can be downloaded from 

the Island Plan website --- www.islandplan.org or obtained from the 
MVC. (Information: Bill Veno, veno@mvcommission.org)  

 
 

The Island Plan Steering 
Committee has begun to 
draft the document 
summarizing the work of the 

current phase. A draft will be available at the beginning of the summer 
and there will be forums to get feedback over the summer so that the 
document can be finalized by the end of the year.  
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Energy Alliance 
Powering Up 

The MVC and the Vineyard Energy 
Project are facilitating the newly formed 
Energy Alliance, a regular venue for 
people interested in public and private 
energy conservation efforts and 
renewable energy projects on the Island 

There is a myriad of individuals, 
firms, and government bodies involved 
in various energy projects. The Energy 
Alliance gives them the opportunity to:  
 Share information about and 

coordinate their efforts; 
 Bring in speakers about specific topics;  
 Strategize about what other efforts are 

needed in this field.  
The Energy Alliance meets at noon, 

the last Thursday of each month at the 
MVC offices (Stone Building, Oak Bluffs) 
over brown-bag lunches. (The April 
meeting might be a different date; check 
the website calendar before coming.)  
(Information: Bill Veno veno@mvcommission.org, 
or David McGlinchey, VEP). 



Delivery of 
Public Services 

A study is getting underway to 
compile a baseline inventory of how 
services are delivered on Martha's 
Vineyard – town, intermuncipal, by the 
County, Island-wide by other public 
sector entities, non-profits, private 
providers. It will also identify candidates 
for possible alternative methods of 
service delivery, to save money and/or 
improve services to citizens.  

The work will be carried out by an 
objective outside party, knowledgeable 
about best practices throughout the 
Commonwealth. The purpose is not to 
make any recommendations about 
changing any service delivery. It is 
limited to providing baseline information 
about the existing situation and potential 
alternatives that might be examined 
further.  

The County of Dukes County and the 
Martha's Vineyard Commission are 
sponsoring the study with funding from 
the Department of Housing and 
Community Development’s District Local 
Technical Assistance program. The input 
of town administrators, finance 
committees, selectmen, and other town 
entities will be sought. 

 
 

Breach Walk 
MVC 

Coastal 
Planner, Jo-
Ann Taylor, 
led about 
fifty people 
on a walk for 
the Vineyard 
Conservation 
Society 
along the Atlantic Ocean beach in 
Edgartown, to view the breach that 
opened in 2007.  Ms. Taylor explained 
the breach and closure cycle that repeats 
itself in that area, as t  he beach builds on 
the Katama side and erodes on the 
Chappy side, until the breach heals itself 
about fifteen years later.   

 

DCPC Status Report 
Island Road District Special Ways 

On March 19, the Commission took 
action on Special Ways requests from 
two towns. The Special Ways are a 
network of old cart paths (often called 
'ancient ways') protected from 
inappropriate development. They are 
part of the Island-wide Roads District of 
Critical Planning Concern, one of the 
three original DCPCs adopted by the 
early Commission in 1976.  
 The Commission expanded the 

Special Ways district in Edgartown 
by adding three ways - portions of 
Dunham's Field Path, Quenomica 
Road and Swimming Place Path - to 
Edgartown's network of six existing 
ways. 

 The Commission voted conformance 
of proposed amended Special Ways 
regulation for West Tisbury, coming 
on the heels of adding two ways to 
the West Tisbury district last August.    

Each town will vote to adopt the 
proposed changes at their respective 
Annual Town Meeting on April 14. 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, February 4, 8:00 am 

SEED Entrepreneurial 
Workshop 
Harborview Hotel, Edgartown 

Wednesday, April 8, 12:30 pm 
Water Alliance 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, April 14, 4:00 pm 
Agricultural Alliance  
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, April 15, 10:15 am 
Joint Transportation 
Committee (to be confirmed) 
MVC Offices  

Tuesday, April 21, 5:00 pm 
Bike/Pedestrian Committee  
MVC Offices (to be confirmed) 

Tuesday, May 6, 5:00 pm  
Joint Affordable Housing 
Groups 
MVC Offices  

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  

DRI Status Report 
Bradley Square– mixed use 

including10 housing units, Oak 
Bluffs (#612) – modification approved    

18 State Road – restaurant, 
Tisbury (#593-M) non-concurrence 

 
 

Folino – addition, Edgartown (#514-
M3) modification review 04/02/09 (date 
to be confirmed) 

Muckerheide Housing – 12- unit 
housing, Oak Bluffs (#615) – cont’d 
PH 04/09/09 

Surfside Motel/Condos – 
modification to partially convert to 
condos, Oak Bluffs (#295-M) – t.b.d 

Williams Parking – commercial 
parking lot, West Tisbury (#618) – 
PH 04/16/09 

1986 Evelyn Way – mixed use 
building, Tisbury LUPC (pre-hearing) 
01/06/09 

World Revival Church – 
modification, Oak Bluffs (#587-M) – 
t.b.d.  

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise 
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18, 
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)  

 

MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 
WWW.MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

 


