
 

Draft Island Plan is Released 
The draft version of the Martha's Vineyard Island Plan has been 

released for public comment. It outlines a vision for the future of Martha's 
Vineyard and includes 201 strategies for getting there. 

The Plan says: “A combination of isolation and strong actions by 
the local community has kept the Island of Martha's Vineyard as a very 
special and distinct place in the world. But significant additional effort 
will be needed to ensure that excessive or poorly managed growth 
doesn’t undermine the very qualities that make people want to live or 
visit here, and slowly destroy the Island that we love.” “Implementing the 
recommendations of the Island Plan will lead to a better future for the 
Vineyard.” 

The Island Plan Steering Committee – the volunteer citizen group 
appointed by the Martha’s Vineyard Commission to direct development 
of the plan – is inviting comments on both the content and the 
presentation of the Draft version of the Plan from town boards, Island 
organizations, and members of the public by the end of September 
2009, so the document can be revised and finalized by the year’s end.  

The draft plan can be 
viewed at local libraries or 
online at www.IslandPlan.com. 
Individuals or groups are 
invited to provide feedback in 
a variety of ways. 
 Online: Go to 

www.IslandPlan.org to make general comments or provide specific 
corrections or suggestions for each section.  

 Open Houses: Discuss the proposals with members of the Steering 
Committee. (Watch for additional open houses in September.) 

 Written Comments: Please send them by e-mail to info@islandplan.org 
or by mail to Island Plan c/o MVC, Box 1447, Oak Bluffs, 02557.  

Information: Mark London, london@mvcommission.org 
 

Commonwealth Proposes Act on 
Land-Based Wind Turbines 

The Commonwealth is planning to adopt the Wind Energy Facilities 
Siting Reform Act, which would streamline approval of large-scale wind 
turbines throughout Massachusetts, setting up new State standards and 
procedures to fast track proposals.  

The latest draft would allow the State’s Energy Facilities Siting Board 
to override town zoning and a town board decision to condition or deny 
a project. However, it would not allow the EFSB to override MVC 
decisions, provided the Commission adopts its own standards that are 
approved by the Department of Energy Resources.  

The MVC recently submitted preliminary comments on the bill, 
recommending some important modifications. For a copy of the MVC 
comments, and other related information, please check the website.  

Information: Mark London london@mvcommission.org. 

Island Plan Open Houses 
MVC offices, 33 New York Ave, Oak Bluffs. 
- Wednesday August 26 from 4 to 7pm,  
- Saturday, August 29 from 10am to 1pm,  
- Monday, August 31 from noon to 3 pm. 
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Ocean Plan  
At the end of June, the 

Commonwealth released a draft of the 
Ocean Management Plan. The Plan 
proposes to designate two areas in 
Dukes County – south of Noman’s Land 
(Chilmark and Aquinnah) and south of 
Cuttyhunk (Gosnold) for commercial 
development of large-scale wind farms 
of more than a hundred turbines. The 
Plan also suggests that the federal 
government designate the federal waters 
joining these areas to create one large 
wind farm area.  

The Ocean Act allows the State’s 
Energy Facilities Siting Board to override 
town or MVC decisions to deny or 
condition commercial developments. The 
Plan also would allow for 10 
“community” turbines to be located in 
the state waters of Dukes County, to be 
apportioned by the MVC and subject to 
Board of Selectmen approval.  

Several meetings are planned to 
help the Vineyard to formulate and 
express its opinions, including one of 
five public hearings in the State.  

Information: Jo-Ann Taylor 
taylor@mvcommission.org  

 Wednesday, September 2, 7:30 pm, 
Tisbury Senior Center– Information 
session and informal discussion, also 
on the land-based Act (right) (MVC). 

 Wednesday, September 23, 6:00 pm, 
Katharine Cornell Theatre – Public 
Hearing (Commonwealth) 

 



MVC Releases Study 
of Extensions to 
Island Bike Paths 

The Martha’s Vineyard Commission 
has released the final report of a study 
examining potential routes to fill in the 
missing segments of the Down-Island 
network of shared use paths (SUPs), also 
known as bike paths.   

The Pre-Feasibility Study of the 
Extension of the Martha’s Vineyard 
Network of Shared-Use Paths (SUP) is 
the first step in achieving two objectives:  
1) Completing a seamless SUP network 

linking the Down-Island towns, as 
well as the State Forest, and  

2) Providing bicycle links from the SUP 
network into the Down-Island town 
centers.   
The Island now has 37 miles of off-

road Shared-Use Paths. However, gaps 
in critical locations create dangerous 
situations for users. The study focused on 
areas where bicycle and pedestrian use 
are highest and traffic is most congested, 
and where existing bike paths end 
abruptly, often forcing inexperienced 
cyclists into the road. Improving both on-
road and off-road bicycle facilities is 
important not only for recreation, but for 
errands, school and work, and provides 
an important alternative to the rising 
crush of motor vehicle use. 

The SUP study examines seven 
specific missing links in the current path 
network. For each, it evaluates options 
for filling these gaps, including whether 
adequate public rights-of-way exist, 
possible alignments, consideration of 
traffic and natural features, and order-of-
magnitude construction cost estimates. 
Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. consultants 
prepared the study, overseen by the 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Planning Advisory 
Committee of the Martha's Vineyard 
Joint Transportation Committee, and was 
funded primarily by the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Transportation and 
the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA).   

The study will serve as a starting 
point for towns and neighborhoods to 
discuss the opportunities for creating a 
seamless off-road SUP network and 
where best to route such path 
connections. Funding for these 
extensions is expected to come from the 
Vineyard’s annual budget from 
MassHighway and the FHWA.  

The complete report is available 
from the MVC on CD or hardcopy.  

Information:  Bill Veno 
veno@mvcommission.org. 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday August 26, 4 to 7pm  

Island Plan Open House 
MVC Offices  

Saturday, August 29, 10am to 1pm  
Island Plan Open House 
MVC Offices  

Monday, August 31, noon to 3 pm 
Island Plan Open House 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, September 2, 12:30 pm 
Water Alliance 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, September 2, 7:30 pm 
Oceans Plan and Wind Siting 
Act 
Tisbury Senior Center 

Tuesday, September 15, 5:00 pm 
Bike/Pedestrian Committee  
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, September 23, 6:00 pm 
Ocean Plan Public Hearing 
Katharine Cornell Theatre 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  

DRI Status Report 
RECENT 

M.V. Ag Society – Final 
landscape plans, West Tisbury 
(#374-M) – Approved 07/27/09 

Morning Glory Farm – Division 
of land, Edgartown (Discretionary 
Referral 1 - 2009) - Decision to Not 
Accept a Discretionary Referral 
08/06/09  

M.V. Hospital Landscape –Final 
landscape plans, Oak Bluffs (#524-
M) – Approved 08/13/09.  

Harborview Snow/Spa – 
Modification to place spa in Snow 
Cottage, Edgartown (# 614-M) – 
Remanded 08/13/09 

 

CURRENT 

Flat Point Farm – Estate Plan, 
West Tisbury (#34-M2) – LUPC 
08/31/09 

Nova Vida – Modification to 
timeline, Oak Bluffs (#603-M) – 
LUPC 09/14/09 

Williams Parking – Commercial 
parking lot, West Tisbury (#618) – 
PH 09/17/09 Tentative  

Surfside Motel/Condos – 
Modification to convert hotel 
rooms to condos, Oak Bluffs 
(#295-M) – On Hold at Applicant’s 
Request 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise 
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18, 
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)  

 

MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 
WWW.MVCOMMISSION.ORG 


