
 

MVC Adopts New DRI Checklist 
On November 20, the Commission adopted revisions to the DRI 

Checklist, the standards and criteria that indicate which projects towns 
refer to the MVC for review as Developments of Regional Impact.  

A significant change is that properties for which a previous DRI 
application has been denied, or withdrawn, or for which a previous DRI 
approval has expired without implementation, would no longer be 
automatically considered a DRI for a new application on the property. 
Only those properties whose projects have been approved and 
implemented would carry the “Once a DRI always a DRI” label, 
requiring MVC review of any further development. (See next page for a 
summary of other changes.) 

The revised DRI Checklist will go into effect after approval by the 
Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs. (The revised Checklist is available 
on the website – search for “checklist” – or from the MVC. Information: foley@mvcommission.org) 

 
 

Island Plan Update 
 Steering Committee 

Tackles Growth Scenarios: 
For the past couple of months, 
the Steering Committee has 
been looking at how we might 
outline and evaluate 
development and growth 
scenarios. It has tentatively 
narrowed down the options to: 
“No Net Growth” and “Modest 
Growth”, which will be 
compared with “Present 
Trends”. It has asked MVC staff 

to compare these options using a number of indicators such as traffic 
impact, wastewater treatment, habitat and open space, and food self-
sufficiency. 

 Meetings with Planning Boards: Representatives of the Steering 
Committee are holding working sessions with all Island Planning 
Boards to discuss the relation between the ideas emerging in the Island 
Plan, especially related to development & growth, and the town’s 
planning priorities. 

 Transportation and Built Environment: Representatives of these 
two work groups will meet the Steering Committee in December to 
discuss the groups’ draft recommendations.  

 Development & Growth Survey: It’s not too late to fill out the 
Development & Growth survey, either on-line (www.islandplan.org), or 
by completing a copy at 
your library or the MVC.  
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Energy / Green 
Building Policy 
for DRIs 

The MVC will hold a public 
hearing on December 4 to consider 
its draft revisions to the Commission’s 
Energy and Environmental Building 
Policy for the review of 
Developments of Regional Impact.  

The new version of the policy 
reflects two basic ideas: 
 A graduated standard based on 

project scope, broader for larger 
projects while minimizing the 
administrative burden on small 
projects; 

 Incorporating a wide range of 
environmental building 
considerations.   

A copy of the draft policy is available on the 
website (search for: energy policy). (Information: 
veno@mvcommission.org). 
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Stone Building 
Renovations 

Renovations, mainly energy 
upgrades, continue at the MVC offices, 
Stone Building in Oak Bluffs. So far, the 
contractor, R.H.Nivala Building and 
Design, has finished the installation of 
rigid and blown insulation in the roof 
and has installed all new windows. They 
are presently installing gutters and dry 
wells, and will install new doors in a few 
weeks. The work should be completed 
by the end of the year.  

Shared-Use Path 
Study 

There are already 37 miles of 
shared-use paths (called SUPs or bike 
paths) on the Island, but these are 
compromised by the presence of many 
gaps which require cyclists to use 
regular roads, sometimes in high-traffic 
areas with little or no shoulders.  

Greenman Pederson Inc. has 
completed a study of alternative possible 
SUP extensions to close these gaps. This 
would link Edgartown, Oak Bluffs, 
Tisbury, and the State Forest with a 
seamless SUP network.  

Copies of the study will be 
distributed to towns and will be posted 
on the website as soon as a few 
additional explanations are completed. 
(Information: veno@mvcommission.org). 

 

 

Comments on 
Permanent 
Drawbridge Design 

The Drawbridge Committee has 
submitted a series of comments to 
MassHighway about the Permanent 
Lagoon Pond Drawbridge Type Study, 
based on a review of the preliminary 
plans and comments received at a public 
meeting held in October.  

They support the general approach, 
but suggest that bridge designers, 
Parsons Engineering, do some additional 
work on the architectural design and on 
the adjacent open spaces and 
pedestrian paths.  

(A copy of the comments is available on the 
MVC website; search for “drawbridge type”. 
Information: london@mvcommission.org). 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, December 3, 12:30 pm 

Water Alliance  
MVC Offices 

Tuesday, December 9, 4:00 pm 
Agricultural Stakeholders 
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, January 7, 5:00 pm 
Joint Affordable Housing 
Groups 
MVC Offices  

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  
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DRI Status Report 
M.V. Arena Wind Tower – 165’ 
wind tower, Oak Bluffs (#49-M2) – 
approved  
Martha’s Vineyard Savings 
Bank – new bank offices, West 
Tisbury (DRI454-M) – approved  
MV Hospital (#324M) Exterior 
materials – approved  
 

Igreja Evangelica – new church, 
Oak Bluffs (#619) –  DD 12/4/08  
Muckerheide Housing – 11- unit 
housing, Oak Bluffs (#615) – cont’d PH 
12/04/08 

Williams Parking – commercial 
parking lot, West Tisbury (#618) – PH 
t.b.d. 

World Revival Church – 

modification, Oak Bluffs (#587-M) – 
t.b.d. 

Bradley Square– mixed use 
including10 housing units, Oak 
Bluffs (#612) – modification to approved 
plan PH t.b.d. 

Mobil Car Wash – small addition 
to heat car wash, Edgartown (#441-
M) CR 12/4/08 

Focus – music school – West 
Tisbury (#353—M) t.b.d. 

18 State Road – restaurant, 
Tisbury (#593-M) t.b.d. 
 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley, 
foley@mvcommisison.org, ext. 18 or on the 
website)  

DRI Checklist Changes (continued) 
Five mandatory referrals were changed 
to concurrence reviews. Some headings 
were changed and sub-headings were 
added. Eleven new definitions were 
added including “demolition”. A number 
of DRI triggers were moved and/or 
renumbered. The attachment on High-
Traffic Generating Uses was completely 
revised. The attachment on Factors 
Warranting Discretionary DRI Referral 
was re-organized and a few questions 
were added. A concurrence trigger 
addressing towers was added. 
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