
 

 

Oceans Act 
      The Oceans Act of 2008 has directed the Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) to undertake a first-in-
the-nation effort to develop a comprehensive plan to manage 
development in state ocean waters.  

Listening Session on October 14 
The first step of the ocean plan development process is to go out to 

the public and hear from Commonwealth citizens on their goals for the 
ocean plan in a series of Listening Sessions. The Vineyard’s Listening 
Session is scheduled for Thursday, October 14, at 7:00 p.m. at the MVC 

offices, the Stone Building, Oak Bluffs.   

Jo-Ann Taylor Named to Oceans 
Advisory Commission 

MVC Coastal Planner Jo-Ann Taylor has been 
named to the Advisory Commission which will 
oversee EEA’s planning efforts. The MVC will set 
up a process to give Jo-Ann input from the 
Vineyard community on the Commission’s work.  

Sign Up for Updates 
To get on the mailing list for Ocean Planning Alerts and a quarterly 

electronic newsletter email join-env-oceanplan@listserv.state.ma.us.  
 

MVC Undertakes Energy 
Upgrade to Stone Building 

Work is starting on a major energy upgrade to the MVC offices, the 
Stone Building on New York Avenue, Oak Bluffs, to be executed by Nivala 
Building & Design.  

The work includes: 
• Installing both rigid and blown 

insulation in the roof, as well as 
new roofing 

• Replacing all windows with high 
performance windows, whose 
design will match the existing 
windows,  

• Sealing leaky walls, 
• Installing gutters. 

An air leakage test will be 
carried out by South Mountain 
Company before and after the renovations.  

Island Plan Forum Proceedings 
      Proceedings of the three Island Plan forums held this summer – 
Transportation, Built Environment, and Development & Growth – have been 
completed. They can be downloaded from the Island Plan website – 
www.islandplan.org – and are available for consultation in all town libraries. 
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Permanent Drawbridge 
Public Meeting 
      A Public Meeting on the 
Permanent Lagoon Pond Drawbridge 
will be held on Wednesday, October 
1 at 4:00 p.m. at the Martha's 
Vineyard Commission Offices, 33 
New York Avenue, Oak Bluffs 
      Representatives of MassHighway 
and the bridge designers, Parsons 
Engineering, will present their 
proposals for the basic configuration 
of the permanent Lagoon Pond 
Drawbridge, including:  
• the bridge width, height, layout; 
• the location and clearance of the 

boating channel;  
• the design of the bridge tender’s 

house;  
• the size and location of retaining 

walls; and  
• the adjacent open spaces and 

pedestrian paths.  
      This is the critical meeting for 
providing input on the basic design. 
After this stage, the designers will 
move onto the details, and it will be 
difficult to make substantial changes to 
the basic configuration. 
     Everyone is invited to participate in 
this important meeting.   

 
 



Living Local 
Harvest Fest 
September 26-27 
     An important focus of the Island 
Plan is fostering greater self-reliance 
in food and energy production, 
waste management, and seeking a 
more balanced economy. This will 
be the theme of the Living Local 
Harvest Fest, focused on “Claiming 
our Island Future”, September 26-27. 

Community Forum on Friday  
     7:30 p.m., Chilmark Community 
Center. Video of acclaimed author 
and visionary David Korten. Panel 
discussion with Jim Athearn, Trip 
Barnes, Emily Lindsey, Tom Osmers, 
and Kate Warner, moderated by 
John Abrams. 

Event on Saturday 
      9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Ag Hall.  
Creative hands-on workshops, 
discussions to promote community 
action, and exhibits by local 
organizations and vendors as well 
as kids’ activities local food, 
Farmers’ Market, and Antique Power 
Show. One session is on the Island 
Plan’s Livelihood & Commerce Work 
Group’s recommendations. The 
Island Plan will have a display. 

Harvest Fest Celebration 
Saturday Evening 
     6 to 10 p.m. at the Ag Hall.  
Potluck dinner and home-grown 
music.  

     A collaborative event sponsored 
by The Vineyard Energy Project, 
Island Grown Initiative", Vineyard 
Conservation Society and the MV 
Agricultural Society. 
For more information, go to 
www.vineyardvoices.org.  

 

Workshops on  
Exemptions & Ethics 
Two Citizen Planner Training 
Collaborative workshops will be held in 
the MVC offices this fall.  

Zoning Exemptions 
Monday, October 20,  7:00pm 
Bob Ritchie, General Counsel, 
Department of Agricultural Resources 

Ethics for Local Boards 
Wednesday, November 12, 7:00pm 
Robert Mitchell, Executive Office of 
Housing & Economic Development 
$30 each. For registration information, 
contact Christine Flynn at the MVC. 

DCPC Status Report 
Aquinnah Energy District – 
Commission voted to rescind District on 
September 18: 

Special Ways in West Tisbury – 
Designation of Stoney Hill and Checamo 
Paths approved on September 18, 
2008. 
Contact taylor@mvcommission.org 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, October 1, 10:15 am 

Joint Transportation 
Committee (to be confirmed) 
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, October 1, 12:30 pm 
Water Alliance  
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, October 1, 4:00 pm 
Drawbridge Committee 
MVC Offices 

Tuesday, October 14, 7:00 pm 
Oceans Act Listening Session 
MVC Offices  

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  
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DRI Status Report 
Nova Vida – church, Oak Bluffs 
(#603)  approved, WD 10/02/08 

Field Club – modification to 
affordable housing offer, Edgartown 
(#551-M4) – approved 8/28/08 

Up Island Paint & Tool –store, 
West Tisbury (CR #4-2008) – approved 
8/28/08 

Fortune World – 2-story mixed-use 
bldg., Oak Bluffs (#617) – approved 
8/25/08  
Alexander & Dyke – change of 
use, Edgartown (CR#5-2008) –Non-
Concurrence 8/28/08 

Medicine Shoppe – modification 
of paving, Tisbury (CR#6-08) – Non-
Concurrence 

MV Savings Bank – modification, 
Oak Bluffs (#493-M2) 9/11/08 

Muckerheide Housing – 11- unit 
housing, Oak Bluffs (#615) – cont’d PH 
10/02/08 

M.V. Arena Wind Tower – 165’ 
wind tower, Oak Bluffs (#49-M2) – DD 
10/02/08 

Williams Parking – commercial 
parking lot, West Tisbury (#618) – PH 
t.b.d. 

Igreja Evangelica – new church, 
Oak Bluffs (#619) – PH 10/16/08 

World Revival Church – 

modification, Oak Bluffs (#587-M) – 
t.b.d. 

Martha’s Vineyard Savings 
Bank – new bank offices, West 
Tisbury (DRI454-M) – PH 10/2/08 

MV Hospital (#324M) Exterior 
materials 10/2/08 
 
 

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 
18 or on the website)  

 


