
 

 

Development & Growth  
Forum on August 27 

How much more development do we want on the Vineyard? 
Where should it be located? How fast should it take place? What can 
we do to make sure that new projects maximize their benefit to the 
community, fit into neighborhood character, protect threatened habitat, 
and preserve scenic views? 

In earlier surveys, most people said they want growth to be limited, 
especially critical natural areas. But present zoning would allow 
construction of at least 50% more buildings, half in the countryside. How 
should we resolve this mismatch between what the community appears to 
desire and what we will be getting? 

These and other issues 
will be discussed at the Island 
Plan Development and Growth 
Forum to be held in the 
Agricultural Hall in West 
Tisbury on Wednesday, 
August 27 at 7:30 p.m.   

Jim Athearn, Chair of the 
Island Plan Steering Committee 
and Henry Stephenson, a 
Steering Committee member, 
with MVC Executive Director 
Mark London, will present the 
results of the analysis of 

various options, and will lead a discussion of the choices that the 
community will have to make. 

Give your input about how the community should guide future 
development. This event is free and open to the public. Don’t miss it!  

For further information, please contact the Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission at 508-693-3453 or consult the Island Plan website 
(www.islandplan.org). You can obtain the Development & Growth 
Discussion Paper, and discussion papers about other topics, on the 
website, from the MVC, or from local libraries. 

Survey Launched on Development and Growth 
Give your opinion about how the Vineyard community should 

manage development by participating in the Development and Growth 
Survey.  This survey asks what people think about the amount, location, 
and rate of growth, as well as about various tools that could be used.  

You can take the ten-minute survey online (click 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=ldJRN2qGLR5235It3tDYag_3d_3d. or reach the 
online survey via the Island Plan website).  You can get a paper copy at 
your library or from the MVC.  
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Livelihood & 
Commerce 
Proposals 

The Island Plan’s Livelihood 
and Commerce Work Group 
released its preliminary 
recommendations about the 
Vineyard economy. These findings 
derive from a series of inquiries, 
from meetings with many Islanders 
(farmers, fishermen, health care 
workers, school officials, 
entrepreneurs, employees, and 
others), and from the work of 
consultants John Ryan of 
Development Cycles and Michael 
Shuman and Doug Hoffer of 
Training Development Corp 
(summarized in Ryan’s Martha’s 
Vineyard Economic Profile). 

The Work Group notes that 
“the Vineyard economy is largely 
driven by its vacationers and 
seasonal residents, who bring 
significant economic activity to the 
island. We need to keep this part of 
the economy – hospitality, 
construction, and real estate - 
robust, vital, and responsive to 
changing needs.  At the same time, 
a more diverse and stronger year-
round economy would be good for 
the Island’s residents, seasonal and 
year-round alike.”   

. . . continued on next page 

Hypothetical building allowed with present zoning.

Hypothetical building with revised zoning and review.



Livelihood & Commerce continued 
The Work Group identified the 

two fundamental purposes of the 
current effort, namely to help year-
round residents – individuals and 
families – live meaningful and 
productive lives in harmony with the 
values that make Martha’s Vineyard 
unique, and to help build a vibrant 
economy that inspires, welcomes, and 
enables those who grow up here to 
stay or return.  

The Work Group then outlined 
six economic objectives: 
1. Emphasize initiatives that are 

environmentally benign or 
restorative.  

2. Find ways to provide “career 
path” jobs for the next generation.  

3. Expand the proportion of higher 
paying “living wage” jobs. 

4. Use the community’s buying power 
to keep more dollars circulating 
within the local economy. 

5. Create new “export” opportunities 
appropriate to the Vineyard. 

6. Strengthen and gradually re-align 
our core economic activities.  

Finally, it identifies fourteen 
specific promising initiatives that 
would help achieve these objectives.  

The proposals and the Martha’s 
Vineyard Economic Profile are 
available on the Island Plan website 
(www.islandplan.org), at town 
libraries, and from the Martha's 
Vineyard Commission (508-693-
3453). These proposals will be 
presented and discussed at the Living 
Local Harvest Fest to be held on 
September 27 at the Agricultural Hall.  

The Work Groups invites 
comments on the proposals. In the 
coming months, it will be looking at 
how those initiatives not already 
underway might be initiated.  
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Come see us at the Fair!
At the Island Plan booth, just outside 

the Ag Hall, you can take a mini version 
of the Development & Growth Survey 
and pick up Island Plan documents. 

DCPC Status Report 
Aquinnah Energy District – 

September 18: Commission decision 
to rescind District.  

Special Ways in West Tisbury – 
September 18: Public hearing on 
nomination of Stoney Hill Path and 
Checamo Path.  

Contact  taylor@mvcommission.org 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, August 27, 7:30 pm 

Island Plan Development and 
Growth Forum 
Agricultural Hall, West Tisbury  

Wednesday, September 3, 10:15 pm 
Joint Transportation 
Committee 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, September 3, 12:30 pm 
Water Alliance  
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, September 10, 5:00 pm 
Joint Affordable Housing 
Groups  
MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  
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DRI Status Report   
Nova Vida – church, Oak Bluffs 

(#603) – approved 7/24/08, WD 
8/7/08 

 

 

Field Club – modification to 
affordable housing offer, 
Edgartown (#551-M4) – PH 
8/28/08 

Muckerheide Housing – 9- unit 
housing, Oak Bluffs (#615) – cont’d 
PH 8/28/08  

Up Island Paint & Tool –on high-
traffic list, West Tisbury (CR #4-
2008) – CR 8/28/08  

Fortune World – 2-story mixed-use 
bldg., Oak Bluffs (#617) – post-
hearing LUPC 8/25/08  

M.V. Arena Wind Tower – 165’ 
wind tower, Oak Bluffs (#49-M2) –  
cont’d PH 8/28/08 (tentative) 

Williams Parking – commercial 
parking lot, West Tisbury (#618) – 
PH t.b.d.  

Igreja Evangelica – new church, 
Oak Bluffs (#619) – PH t.b.d.  

Alexander & Dyke – change of 
use, Edgartown (CR#5-2008) –CR 
8/28/08 

World Revival Church – 

modification, Oak Bluffs (#587-M) 
– t.b.d. 

Medicine Shoppe – modification 
of paving, Tisbury (CR#6-08) – 
t.b.d. 

Martha’s Vineyard Savings 
Bank – new bank offices, West 
Tisbury (DRI454-M) – LUPC 9/8/08 

 
 

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 
18 or on the website)  

 


