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MVC Approves
North Bluff
Project

The controversial structure
erected behind a house in the Oak
Bluffs North Bluffs will be demolished,
based on a recent decision of the
Martha's Vineyard Commission. The
Commission also approved
construction of smaller addition to the
rear of the house, designed to
conform to the architectural
characteristics that define the North
Bluffs, based on a detailed MVYC
analysis. Town boards are now
reviewing the project and may further
condition or deny the proposal.

Though the Commission doesn't
usually review single-family houses, it
accepted this referral from the Board
of Selectmen because of the high
visibility of the project near the Oak
Bluffs ferry terminal, and because of
the unusual history of the project.

Built Environment Forum
on August 4

The next Island Plan summer forum, to be held on August 4, will
deal with the Vineyard's built environment, our buildings,
neighborhoods, streetscapes, and public spaces.

With our focus on the Island’s exceptional natural environment,
we sometimes forget that Martha's Vineyard’s built environment is also
among the most remarkable in the country and is an important part of
the Island’s character, identity, and visitor-based economy. But
increasing development pressure threatens some of the elements that we
cherish the most.
: Z e How can we protect

significant older
buildings and areas,
including those that
don't have official
“historic” status?@

e How can we ensure
that new buildings fit
into the community
character of
neighborhoods and the
Island as a whole?

e How can we make new
and existing buildings
more environmentally

sound?
e How can we improve “opportunity areas” that might accommodate
new developmente

The Island Plan Built Environment Work Group will present its
preliminary recommendations at the
second of this summer’s series of | S LA N D P LA N
Island Plan forums, to be held at the - K e TR OF THE VINEYARD
Union Chapel, Kennebec Avenue,
Ock Bluffs on August 4, 2008 at 7:30pm.

Everyone is invited to hear the proposals and discuss them with the
members of the Built Environment Work Group.

For further information, please contact the Martha's Vineyard
Commission at 508-693-3453 or consult the Island Plan website
(www.islandplan.org). You can obtain discussion papers about this and
other topics online and/or from the MVC.

www.islandplan.org

Save the Date: Development and Growth Forum
Wednesday, August 27, 2008 at the Agricultural Hall in West Tisbury.



Fine-Tuning
Island Roads

The recent resurfacing of Oak
Bluffs’ New York Avenue incorporates
seemingly minor, but actually very
important, adjustments to the
roadway configuration. These are the
result of two years of discussions
between the Martha's Vineyard Joint
Transportation Committee and its
bicycle/pedestrian subcommittee,
with MassHighway's District 5.

MassHighway agreed to narrow
the travel lane and widen the
shoulder, to help calm vehicular
traffic, and better accommodate

cyclists and pedestrians.

The work involved ensuring that
the overall width of 29’ was
maintained for its entire length
(previously, a few dangerous
narrowings eliminated the shoulder),
changing the configuration of the
Cape Cod berm, and restriping the
road. As a result, the useful shoulder
width went from about one foot to
about 2°-6”, a dramatic change.

The result has been well received
and appears to work well for all
modes of travel. Cyclists and
pedestrians can travel safely in the
shoulder without disrupting the
vehicular travel lane and leading to
vehicles entering the opposite lane to
pass people and bikes.

Though not the ideal solution, this
project could serve as a model for
other similar narrow roads, both on

the Vineyard and elsewhere.
(Information veno@mvcommission.org).

Chuck Clifford

Longtime MVC Executive Director
Charles "Chuck" Clifford died in May.
As director for seventeen years, Chuck
led the Commission in a wide variety of
initiatives, and helped guide the MVC

through some complex DRI reviews such

as Herring Creek Farm and three golf
course proposals. He retired in 2002.

DCPC Status Report

Aquinnah Energy District — August
7: Town vote on District and
regulations.

Special Ways in West Tisbury -
August 7: MVC vote whether to
accept the nomination of Stoney Hill
Path and Checamo Path for
consideration. This would begin a
development moratorium and the
formal hearing and designation
process. (Nominated by the West
Tisbury Board of Selectmen.)

Contact taylor@mvcommission.org

DRI Status Report

Shirley’s Hardware - retaining
wall and containers, Tisbury
(380M) - approved 7/24,/08

Moujabber - addition, Oak Bluffs
(#607) approved 7/10/08

Harbor View Hotel - expansion,
Edgartown (#614) - approved
7/10/08

AA Island Auto Rental - new
building Tisbury (#616) - approved
7/24/08, WD 8/7/08

Nova Vida - church, Oak Bluffs
(#603) — approved 7/24,/08, WD
8/7/08

Vineyard Youth Tennis -
Modification, Oak Bluffs (#539-M2) -
LUPC Approved 7/28/08

Upcoming Meetings

Monday, August 4, 7:30 pm
Island Plan Built Environment
Forum
Union Chapel, Oak Bluffs

Wednesday, August 6, 12:30 pm
Water Alliance
MVC Offices

Wednesday, August 6, 5:00 pm
Joint Affordable Housing

Groups
MVC Offices

Wednesday, August 27, 7:30 pm
Island Plan Development and
Growth Forum
Agricultural Hall, West Tisbury

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC
website for the latest updates.
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Field Club - modification to
affordable housing offer,
Edgartown (#551-M4) -
reconsideration 8/7/08

Muckerheide Housing - 9- unit
housing, Oak Bluffs (#615) - cont'd
PH 8/7/08

Up Island Paint & Tool -on high-
traffic list, West Tisbury (CR #4-
2008) - CR 8/7/08

Fortune World - 2-story mixed-use
bldg., Oak Bluffs (#617) - PH
8/14/08

M.V. Arena Wind Tower - 165’
wind tower, Oak Bluffs (#49-M) -
PH 8/14/08

Williams Parking - commercial
parking lot, West Tisbury (#618) -
LUPC 8/7/08

Iglesia Evangelica - new church,
Oak Bluffs (#619) - LUPC 8/4/08
(tentative)

Alexander & Dyke - change of
use, Edgartown (CR#5.2008) -t.b.d.

World Revival Church -

modification, Oak Bluffs (#587-Mm)
—-tb.d.

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review
CR Commission Concurrence Review

PH Commission Public Hearing

DD Commission deliberation and decision
WD Commission vote on written decision
t.b.d. to be determined

All meetings at the Commission offices unless
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext.
18 or on the website)







