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Massachusetts
Association of
Regional Planning
Agencies

The Martha's Vineyard
Commission is one of 13 members
of the Massachusetts Association of
Regional Planning Agencies. All 13
Executive Directors get together in
Boston each month, where we
coordinate actions and meet senior
government officials to discuss
upcoming policies. For example,
recent discussions included current
proposals to update Massachusetts
antiquated zoning act, the need for
greater financing for maintenance
and upgrading of our transportation

infrastructure. (Search for “MARPA on
the website.)

Energy and Environmental
Building Policy for DRIs

The MVC is considering a new, expanded version of its Energy
Policy for the review of Developments of Regional Impact. The new
version of the policy reflects two basic ideas:
< A graduated standard based on project scope, broader for larger

projects while minimizing the administrative burden on small projects;
% Incorporating a wide range of environmental building considerations.

According to the draft policy, most projects would need to be
certified as meeting Energy Star, and would also need to address a
number of environmental building issues. The energy requirement for
small projects would only be to surpass the Mass Energy Code by 20%,
as demonstrated by the same energy calculation required by the Building
Code (RES-Check or COM-Check). Large projects (more than 6,000
square feet for commercial and institutional, and more than 10 units of
residential) would have to meet LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) standards. .

A public hearing will be held on the draft policy soon’ please check
the website calendar. A copy of the draft new policy is available on the

website — www.mvcommission.org — or from the Commission. [Information:
Bill Veno, veno@mvcommission.org)

MVC Releases Permitting Report

The MVC released
“Development Permitting Processes on
Martha's Vineyard”, a study that
addresses how the permitting process
could be made more transparent and
efficient, without compromising the
standards that towns and the MVC
are mandated to uphold.

The study is the result of a
comprehensive review of Island land
use permitting practices and
procedures, carried out over the past
few months, with funding from the
Commonwealth. This is a companion
document fo a statewide review of local permitting processes and compilation of
26 Best Practices, undertaken by the Massachusetts Association of Regional
Planning Agencies (MARPA).

For each technique, the study includes a description, current use on the
Island, stakeholders’ comments, and applicability on the Vineyard. The report
includes a list of the most promising techniques for short and long-term
implementation here.

The MVC distributed both the MARPA guide and the companion Vineyard
document to town boards. Both documents are available on the Martha's
Vineyard Commission website: www.mvcommission.org or from the MVC at
508-693-3453. [Information: Ed O’Connell, oconnell@mvcommission.org)




Island Plan Update

The new work groups — Built
Environment, Social Environment,
and Transportation — are meeting
to draft objectives and strategies
for discussion this summer. Some
of the first five of work groups are
also meeting, to discuss how the
most promising initiatives can be
turned into action. The
Development and Growth Study
Group - part of the Steering
Committee — is identifying and
analyzing options, also for
summer discussion. Meeting
minutes are available on the
website.

wwwi.islandplan.org

DCPC Status Report
Island Road District Special Ways

On February 7, the Commission
approved Amendments to the Island-
wide guidelines for the Island Road
District, and found the proposed
amendments to the regulations
governing the Island Road District in the
Town of Edgartown conform to those

guidelines. (Information: On the website, search
for “Island Road District” or contact Jo-Ann Taylor,
taylor@mvcommission.org, ext. 19)

CPTC Planning

Conference

On Saturday, March 15, the
Citizen Planner Training
Collaborative will hold its seventh
annual conference on Advanced
Tools and Techniques for Planning
and Zoning in Worcester. The 18
sessions include basic courses for
board members, such as Zoning
Exemptions, Roles and
Responsibilities of Planning and
Zoning Boards, Special Permits and
Variances, How to Hold a Perfect
Public Hearing. They also include
special sessions such as Zoning
Reform — Where Does It Stand by
Greg Bialecki, Chair of the Zoning
Reform Task Force. For more
information, google “CPTC". Every
year, a group of Vineyarders
carpools to attend. If you'd like to join
us, contact Bill Veno
(veno@mvcommission.org).

Upcoming Meetings

Wednesday, March 5, 10:15 am
Joint Transportation

Committee
MVC Offices

Wednesday, March 5, 12:30 pm
Water Alliance
MVC Offices

Friday, March 7, 12:00 pm
Regulatory Revisions to
Stormwater Management -
All-Island Conservation

Commissions
MVC Offices

Wednesday, April 9, 5:00 pm
Joint Affordable Housing
Group
MVC Offices

Thursday April 10 at 8:00am
SEED Entrepreneurial
Workshops
Llola’s; contact Tamarah Barao at
(508) 822-1020 to register

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC
website for the latest updates.
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DRI Status Report

M.V.Electric/Cornerstone — new

building, Tisbury (#566M)
Approved 2/7/08

Veira Park - construction of

baseball diamond, Oak Bluffs
(#605) - 1.b.d.

Moujabber - addition, Oak Bluffs
(#607) LUPC 3/03/08

Vineyard Golf - construction of 9

houses, Edgartown (#485 M5) - PH
4/03/08.

Oyster Bar - vertical expansion

for housing, Oak Bluffs (#596) -
continued PH t.b.d.

Nova Vida - church, Oak Bluffs
(#603) - LUPC 3/10/08

Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints — church,
Oak Bluffs (#610) - tb.d.

DeSorcy Five Corners — mixed
use, Tisbury (#611) LUPC 3/10/08.

Plumbers’ Supply - expansion,
Tisbury (#206M) PH 3/6/07

Middle Line Housing - Form C

subdivision plan, Chilmark
(#597M) PH 3/13/08

DRI Checklist - upC 3/17/08

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review
CR Commission Concurrence Review

PH Commission Public Hearing

DD Commission deliberation and decision
WD Commission vote on written decision
t.b.d. to be determined

All meetings at the Commission offices unless
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley,
foley@mvcommission.org, ext. 18 or on the
website)




