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MVC Issuing Report 
on Permitting  

Over the past few months, the 
MVC carried out a comprehensive 
review of Island land use 
permitting practices and 
procedures, funded under the 
state’s Expedited Permitting Law.  

The Massachusetts Association 
of Regional Planning Agencies 
(MARPA) undertook a statewide 
review of local permitting 
processes and compiled a list of 
Best Practices. The MVC study 
looks at the on-Island applicability 
of the Best Practices identified in 
the MARPA review.  
• Improving communication within 

and about local permitting 
processes and procedures; 

• Standardization of processes 
and procedures across town 
regulatory functions; 

• Marshalling town resources to 
improve permitting performance; 
and 

• The role of strategic planning in 
support of effective permitting. 

The MVC will distribute both the 
MARPA guide and the companion 
Vineyard document by the end of 
January. [Information: Ed O’Connell, 
oconnell@mvcommission.org]. 

 

Social Environment Kick-Off 
January 23  

The public is invited to the first workshop of the Social Environment 
Work Group – Wednesday, January 23, at 7:00 pm at the Oak Bluffs 
Senior Center, Wamsutta Avenue, Oak Bluffs – to discuss issues such as 
maintaining our community; providing social, educational, health and 
recreational services, and maintaining the Island’s distinctive culture.  

• Is the continuity and 
diversity of the year-
round community 
endangered and, if 
so, why and what 
can we do about it?  

• How can we 
improve the quality 
of life?  

• What improvements 
are needed to 
existing health, 
education, social, 
and recreational 
facilities and 
services? 

• How can we keep 
the distinctive aspects of our community culture?  

• How can we maintain fishing, farming, hunting, and other traditional 
activities? 

• How can we preserve our 
artistic heritage and 
encourage artistic creation? 
We are most anxious to 

have the participation of 
people and organizations that are already dealing with these issues, so 
we can build on this experience.  

For further information, go to the Island Plan website or contact Bill 
Veno. (veno@mvcommission.org or 508-693-3453 extension 15)   

www.islandplan.org 
 

Cost of Living Study 
At the request of the Island Plan Livelihood and Commerce Work 

Group, the MVC is carrying out a new Cost of Living Study.  This will 
offer current winter statistics to a complement to the cost of living analysis 
carried out in the summer of 2006.   (Information: Christine Flynn 
flynn@mvcommission.org) 



Review of DRIs  
in 2007 

In 2007 the Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission reviewed 27 
applications for Developments of 
Regional Impact.  
• 16 were approved with conditions; 

six of those being modifications to 
previously approved DRIs;  

• 1 was a settlement of an old DRI 
that had been in litigation since 
1998 and was approved with 
conditions;  

• None were denied;  
• 6 were remanded back to their 

town as Non-Concurrences;  
• 1 was withdrawn;  
• 2 were granted extensions; and 
• Follow-up plans were approved for 

the Hospital.  
In addition, there are 2 projects 

that were referred and reviewed but 
are currently on hold, and 5 that are 
still under review. A summary report 
describing each of the proposals and 
listing the conditions of approval is 
available from the website (search for 
“DRI Annual Report 2007”) or from 
the Commission. (Information: Paul 
Foley, foley@mvcommission.org) 

 
 

DCPC Status Report  
Island Road District – Special 
Ways:  The Commission will hold a 
public hearing on Thursday, January 
31 at 7:30 p.m. to consider: 
1. Amendments to the Island-wide 

guidelines for the Island Road 
District, and 

2. Whether proposed amendments 
to the regulations governing the 
Island Road District in the Town 
of Edgartown conform to those 
guidelines.  

(Information: On the website, search for “Island 
Road District” or contact Jo-Ann Taylor, 
taylor@mvcommission.org, ext. 19 

 

Agricultural 
Commission  

At last November’s Agricultural 
Commission Workshop, there was a 
consensus to pursue the idea of 
creating an Island-wide Agricultural 

Commission.  
A working 
meeting to 
begin 
outlining an 
initiative will 
be held on 
Tuesday, 

January 29, at 4:00 p.m. at the 
MVC. All interested parties are 
invited to attend. (Information: Christine 
Flynn, flynn@mvcommission.org) 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Tuesday, January 29, 4:00 pm 

Agricultural Commissions  
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, February 6, 10:15 am 
Joint Transportation 
Committee  
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, February 6, 12:30 pm 
Water Alliance 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, February 13, 5:00 pm 
Island Affordable Housing 
Groups 
MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  
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M.V.Electric/Cornerstone – new 
building, Tisbury (#566M) PH 
2/7/08  

Veira Park – construction of 
baseball diamond, Oak Bluffs 
(#605) – t.b.d.  

Moujabber – addition, Oak Bluffs 
(#607) LUPC 2/25/08  

Vineyard Golf – construction of 9 
houses, Edgartown (#485 M5) – PH 
t.b.d. 

Oyster Bar – vertical expansion 
for housing, Oak Bluffs (#596) – 
continued PH t.b.d. 

Nova Vida – church, Oak Bluffs 
(#603) – t.b.d. 

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints – church, 
Oak Bluffs (#610) – t.b.d. 

DeSorcy Five Corners – mixed 
use, Tisbury (#611) t.b.d. 

Plumbers’ Supply – expansion, 
Tisbury  (#206M) LUPC 2/4/07 

Middle Line Housing – Form C 
subdivision plan, Chilmark 
(#597M) LUPC 2/4/08 

 
 

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley, 
foley@mvcommission.org, ext. 18 or on the 
website)  
 

 


