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Island Plan 
Forms New 
Work Groups  

Three new Work Groups are 
getting underway. If you are 
interested in participating, please let 
us know. Work Group Cores will be 
set up soon. 
• Built Environment: The kick-off 

meeting of this Work Group took 
place on December 3. There was 
an animated discussion of issues 
such as the preservation of village 
and neighborhood character, 
streetscapes, views and vistas, 
building design, architecture, 
archeology, and green building.  

• Transportation: The first 
meeting of this work group took 
place on December 10. The 
group will discuss getting to the 
Island by boat and air, getting 
around the Island, roads, traffic, 
parking, public transit, tour buses, 
taxis, car rentals, bicycling, 
walking, and moving goods.  

• Social Environment: This 
group – which comprises health, 
education, culture, demographics, 
and the community’s social 
structure – will meet on 
Wednesday, January 23, 2008 
at 7:00 p.m. (location to be 
determined).  

Identifying Island Plan  
Priority Initiatives 
 

On December 1, the Island Plan Steering Committee and Work Group 
Cores participated in a half-day workshop to sort through the 28 
Promising Initiatives presented to the public in a series of forums last 
summer, as well as 16 additional Initiatives identified since then. The aim 
was to identify those initiatives that could be undertaken soon, without 
waiting for further work on the Island Plan.  

There was consensus on most of the proposals. Initiatives that are 
ready to get started will be endorsed by the Steering Committee. For 
those Initiatives where there is not already a clear leader in the 

community, the Committee 
and Work Groups will seek 
to identify who can lead and 
work on making these 
proposals a reality. For 
those strategies not ready to 
go, the workshop identified 
what needs to be done to 
make a decision on moving 
ahead.  

The highest priority 
initiatives were  
• Pass the Housing Bank 

Legislation. 
• Adopt a Vineyard Energy 

Code requiring new construction to be more energy efficient. 
• Map critical areas for Habitat Protection and Restoration.  
• Create an integrated, Island-wide waste conversion system.  
• Establish a program allowing long-term voluntary undevelopment of 

critical 
natural 
properties. 

• Seek Island-
wide cost-
sharing methods for infrastructure and services. 

• Set up a community-owned Island electric utility. 
The minutes of this workshop, as with all Island Plan meetings, are 

made available on the website as soon as they are completed.      

www.islandplan.org 

If you haven’t been actively involved in the Island Plan,  
this would be a great time to jump in,  

as we move into the second cycle of work and start up new work groups.  
To Join the Network of Planning Advisors or a Work Group, please contact the MVC. 

 



 

Expedited 
Permitting  

The Commission working on a 
contract with the Commonwealth (under 
the auspices of the Massachusetts 
Expedited Permitting Law) to make the 
permitting process more efficient and 
transparent, though not to relax 
community’s standards for project 
review.  

Ed O’Connell, Regulatory Specialist 
hired to work on this contract, and 
other staff are working on several 
projects. 

• A searchable database of DRIs.  
• An inventory of existing permitting 

processes on the Vineyard and 
toolkit of possible improvements. 

• An inventory of existing zoning for 
affordable housing and smart 
growth on the Vineyard, and best 
practices for possible use. 
In January 2008, the 

Massachusetts Association of Regional 
Planning Agencies (MARPA) will publish 
a guide to best permitting practices, 
compiled in cooperation with its 13 
member agencies including the MVC. 
The Commission is preparing a 
companion report analyzing present 
and potential use of these techniques on 
the Vineyard.  

Energy Heating Up  
• The MVC gave Aquinnah the go-

ahead to pursue its Energy DCPC.  
• Many Island towns are working 

with the Massachusetts 
Technological Collaborative to 
assess the feasibility of wind-
generated electricity.  

• Aquinnah officials discussed setting 
up a wind facility with the Cape 
and Islands Energy Cooperative. 

• Edgartown is working with 
Nantucket to creating an offshore 
energy zone and is also looking at 
tidal power.  

• MVC staff and other Islanders 
attended off-Island seminars this fall 
on smart energy and how a town 
can develop wind power.  
Expect to hear more about how the 

Vineyard can have a more secure 
energy future. 

Revisions to DRI 
Checklist 

The MVC drafted revisions to the DRI 
Checklist, the standards and criteria that 
define which projects must, or may, be 
referred to the MVC for review as 
Developments of Regional Impact.  

Principal proposed changes include: 
• Previous DRIs which had not been 

implemented would no longer trigger 
the “Once a DRI, always a DRI” 
provision. 

• More triggers would become “with 
concurrence”, allowing the MVC to 
remand applications back to the town 
without review, if there were no 
regional impacts. 

• The year-round residential component 
of a mixed-use building would no 
longer be calculated in the building’s 
floor space.   

• There are changes to or clarifications 
of several other thresholds.  
A copy of the draft is available on the 

website (search for “DRI Checklist 
revisions”). A public hearing on the 
proposed revisions will be held on 
Thursday, February 21, 2008. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, January 9, 10:15 am 

Joint Transportation 
Committee  
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, February 6, 12:30 pm 
Water Alliance 
MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  
 
 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

www.mvcommission.org 

DRI Status Report    
Wampanoag Tribal Center – 

construction of cultural center, 
Aquinnah (#606) – approved 
11/15/07 

Bridge Housing – modification, 
Tisbury (#560-M) approved 12/6/07  

Havenside – addition, Tisbury 
(#608) approved 12/6/07 

 
 
 

 

 

M.V.Electric/Cornerstone – new 
building, Tisbury (#566M) PH 
1/17/08  

Veira Park – construction of 
baseball diamond, Oak Bluffs 
(#605) – t.b.d.  

Moujabber – addition, Oak Bluffs 
(#607) t.b.d.  

Vineyard Golf – construction of 9 
houses, Edgartown (#485 M5) – PH 
t.b.d. 

Oyster Bar – vertical expansion 
for housing, Oak Bluffs (#596) – 
continued PH t.b.d. 

Nova Vida – church, Oak Bluffs 
(#603) – t.b.d. 

Growing Church – addition, 
Tisbury (#609) LUPC t.b.d. 

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints – church, 
Oak Bluffs (#610) – t.b.d. 

 
 

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley, 
foley@mvcommission.org, ext. 18 or on the 
website)  
 

DCPC Status Report  
Aquinnah Energy District:  The 
designation was approved on 
12/6/07. It addresses wise use of 
energy and siting considerations for 
renewable energy generation 
facilities. A copy of the decision is 
available on the website. (Search for 
“Vineyard Energy District”.) 
(Information: Jo-Ann Taylor, 
taylor@mvcommission.org, ext. 19) 




