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Agricultural
Commission
Workshop

On Saturday, November 17",
fromllam to 1pm at the VTA
Administration Building, a workshop
will outline the concept and benefits
of Agricultural Commissions. It is
sponsored in partnership with the
MVC, the MV Agricultural Society,
and the Dukes County Commission.

AgComms can provide an
officially recognized voice for the
agricultural community, a link to state
and federal agricultural agencies,
professional staff, and funding
sources, and can help with conflict
resolution on agricultural issues (e.g.
farm animals in neighborhood).

Speakers include:

= Scott Soares (Acting Commissioner,

Massachusetts Department of
Agricultural Resources),

= Dick Ward (Carver AgComm),

= Heidi Walz (Chair, Falmouth
AgComm),

= Sheryl Kozens-Long (Falmouth
AgComm),

= Susan Guiducci (Dartmouth
AgComm)

= Pete Westover (Consultant,
Massachusetts Department of
Agricultural Resources), and

= |rene Winkler (USDA Natural

Resources Conservation Services).
(Contact Christine Flynn:
Flynn@mvcommission.org)

Island Plan Into Second Year

Here is a status report on the Island Plan. The public process, which

kicked off last summer, is planned to continue to mid 2009.

= Five Work Groups met over last winter and spring, and presented
preliminary results in a series of summer forums.

= The first five Work Groups will use the results of the summer forums to
prepare summary reports. Some groups will keep working; others may
go into hiatus, with individual members directing their efforts to
implementation on their own.

= New work groups will be set up this fall (see below).

= Over the coming winter, the Steering Committee will continue working
on Development & Growth issues, and will start articulating an overall
vision.

Proceedings of Last Summer’s Forums: Copies of the
proceedings for each
of last summer’s forums
— Housing, Energy &
Waste, Water
Resources, Natural
Environment,
Development &
Growth, and
Livelihood &
Commerce — were e-
mailed to the 450
members of the
Network of Planning
Advisors, and are
available on the
website:
www.islandplan.org,
as well as in town libraries. If you haven’t been following the Island Plan
process as closely as you hoped to, going through this material would be
a great way to get up to speed.

New Work Groups to Start Soon: In the next few weeks, we’ll be
starting up three new Work Groups: Built Environment, Social
Environment, and Transportation. Social Environment will deal with
health, education, culture, demographics, and the community’s social
structure. If you haven’t already done so, please let us know what topics
you are patrticularly interested in.

You can check to see whether we’ve already recorded your topics of
interest by going to the website, logging in with your password, and
clicking on the Workrooms tab; your groups will be listed. If you’ve
forgotten your password, or want us to check for you, please contact the
MVC office.

www.islandplan.org



Economic Leakage
Study Released

The Island Plan Livelihood and
Commerce Work Group has released
Leakage Analysis of the Martha's
Vineyard Economy - Increasing
Prosperity through Greater Self-
Reliance. It was prepared by
economic Economist Michael
Shuman, author of The Small-Mart
Revolution and Going Local, and
Doug Hoffer, both of the Training &
Development Corporation.

The study looked at how
spending in various economic sectors
on the Island compares with the U.S.
average, and indicated which have
the greatest potential growth. “Were
Martha’s Vineyard as self-reliant as
the typical community in the United
States, the universe of potential new
jobs is at least 1,215 and probably
much greater,” the report concludes.

Thirteen specific initiatives were
identified: growing local food,
producing local electricity,
manufacturing local biofuels, building
affordable housing, increasing overall
demand during off-season months,
creating cottage industry-scale
manufacturing, expanding various
local services (for business, health,
and finance), starting a
telecommunications utility, creating
new institutions for local pension fund
reinvestment, stimulating more local
procurement by government (and
school entities), and creating local
purchasing pools that can reduce
costs of all kinds of inputs to
production.

The study concludes with an
appendix of nearly 50 actions
Martha’s Vineyard could initiate —
relating to consumers, investors,
entrepreneurs, and policymakers.

Copies are available on the
website or by calling the Commission.

Drawbridge
Construction
Underway

Work on the temporary Lagoon
Pond Drawbridge is just getting
underway. Signage limiting the speed
on Beach Road was installed, a trailer
for the contractor’s site office is being
put into place in the pullout area, and by
mid-November a barge will be in the
Lagoon from which piling and other
water work will take place.

According to MassHighway’s
current timetable, the bridge pilings
should be installed by February 08 and
the abutments completed in late March
’08. The temporary bridge will be made
of prefabricated parts. It will be
assembled and the roadway work will
take place between spring 2008 and
fall 2009. The temporary bridge is
projected to be completed by September
2009, at which time the current bridge
will be demolished. The estimated cost of
the temporary bridge is $9 million.

DRI Status Report

Morgan Woods - modification,
Edgartown—#577M)- Approved
11/1/07

Vineyard House - extension to

approval, Tisbury (#582) — granted
11/1/07

Upcoming Meetings

Saturday, November 17, 11:00 am

Agricultural Commission
Workshop
VTA Offices

Wednesday, December 5, 10:30 am
Joint Transportation
Committee
MVC Offices

Wednesday, December 5, 12:30 pm
Water Alliance
MVC Offices

Please check the Calendar section of the
MVC website for the latest updates.

Wampanoag Tribal Center —
construction of cultural center,
Aquinnah (#606) - PH 11/15/07

Veira Park - construction of
baseball diamond, Oak Bluffs
(#605) — PH postponed

Moujabber - addition, Oak Bluffs
(#607) LUPC 11/19/07

Havenside - addition, Tisbury
(#608) PH 12/6/07

Bridge Housing — modification,
Tisbury (#560-M) LUPC 11/26/07

Vineyard Golf - construction of 9
houses, Edgartown (#485 M5) - PH
t.b.d.

Oyster Bar - vertical expansion
for housing, Oak Bluffs (#596) -
continued PH t.b.d.

Nova Vida - church, Oak Bluffs
(#603) - t.b.d.

Growing Church - addition,
Tisbury #609) LUPC t.b.d.

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review
CR Commission Concurrence Review

PH Commission Public Hearing

DD Commission deliberation and decision
WD Commission vote on written decision
t.b.d. to be determined

All meetings at the Commission offices unless
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley,
foley@mvcommission.org, ext. 18 or on the
website)

MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557
PHONE: 508-693-3453

FAX: 5086937894
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG

WWW.mvcommission.org

DCPC Status Report

Proposed Aquinnah Energy
DCPC: Public Hearing on
Designation — 12/6/07

(Information: Jo-Ann Taylor,
taylor@mvcommission.org, ext. 19 or on the
website)




