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Housing 
Forum on 
June 27 

Hear the preliminary 
conclusions of the Island Plan Work 
Group, and give your feedback, at 
a public forum on Wednesday, 
June 27 at 7:30 pm at the Tisbury 
Senior Center.  

This is the first of six Island Plan 
forums to let the broader 
community react to the work done 
so far, to tell the Work Group 
whether it is on the right track, and 
to add your suggestions.  

For the past few years, 
affordable housing groups on the 
Island have had considerable 
success getting individual projects 
going, and have put effort into 
dealing with funding challenges. 
The Island Plan Housing Work 
Group has been looking at the 
planning and zoning strategies to 
address the challenge of housing 
affordability on the Island. 

You can download the housing 
discussion paper from the Island 
Plan website: www.islandplan.org. 

 

 

Island Plan: Progress 
Report, Discussion Papers  

The Island Plan Steering Committee released a progress report on 
the preparation of the Island Plan in the form of seven discussion 
papers. It also announced a series of six public forums to be held 
throughout the summer at which Vineyarders – year-round and seasonal 
– can hear about the ongoing planning efforts and participate in 
shaping its direction.  

The first discussion paper gives a general overview of the work to 
date. Each of the five active Island Plan Work Groups – Energy and 
Waste, Housing, Livelihood and Commerce, Natural Environment, and 

Water Resources -- prepared 
a discussion paper for that 
topic, including the general 
directions that have 
emerged so far and the most 
promising specific initiatives. 
Meanwhile, the Steering 
Committee has begun to 
examine the overarching 
question of Development 
and Growth, subject of 
another discussion paper.  

To follow the process 
more closely, over 400 
people joined the Network 

of Planning Advisors, and most of them have joined one or more of the 
five active Work Groups. Five more groups will be set up this fall.  

You can get the discussion papers from the Island Plan website 
(www.islandplan.org) or by calling the MVC. There are copies in all 
Island libraries.  

You are invited to participate in the forums (see left and below). 
Later this week, you'll be able to give your feedback by visiting the 
website to complete a feedback survey on the emerging proposals. You 
can join the Network of Planning Advisors or a Work Group on the 
website or by calling the MVC.   

 

ISLAND PLAN FORUMS 
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

* Housing - June 27, Tisbury Senior Center 
* Energy & Waste - July 11, Katharine Cornell Theatre 
* Water Resources - July 25, Old Whaling Church 
* Natural Environment - August 8, Sailing Camp Park  
* Development & Growth - August 22, new Ag Hall 



 

Island Plan 
Housing Work 
Group 

The Housing Work Group has 
identified the following key directions 
and most promising specific 
initiatives.  

Emerging Directions 
• Increase the number of community 

housing units on the Vineyard, 
prioritizing those residents with the 
greatest need and emphasizing the 
creation of rental units. 

• Allow additional density for new 
community housing in appropriate 
locations. 

• Prioritize the use of existing 
buildings for new affordable 
housing. 

• Streamline the planning and 
management of affordable housing 
efforts on the Island. 

• Increase funding for community 
housing.  

• Provide for seasonal workforce 
housing. 

• Increase the supply of housing for 
seniors and others needing 
assisted living housing. 

Promising Initiatives 
P1 Allow an additional accessory 

affordable housing unit on any 
property. 

P2 Allow multi-unit community 
housing in certain areas. 

P3 Adopt demolition delay bylaws 
to encourage house preservation 
or reuse.  

P4 Seek Island-wide cost-sharing 
methods for infrastructure and 
services.  

P5 Build dormitory housing for 
seasonal workers.  

P6 Create continuous-care 
communities for seniors.  

Summer Interns 
 The MVC is pleased to welcome 

five interns this summer. Lin Gallant is 
working on transportation, Jonathan 
Pollak is working on GIS, Christine 
Brissette is working on some aspects of 
the Island Plan, Fiona MacLean is 
working on water recourses, and Sarah 
Raposa is working on Island Plan 
outreach. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, June 27, 7:30 pm 

Island Plan Housing Forum 
Tisbury Senior Center  

Wednesday, July 11, 12:30 pm 
Water Alliance 
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, July 11, 7:30 pm 
Island Plan Energy and Waste 
Forum 
Katharine Cornell Theatre 

Wednesday, August 1, 10:15 am 
Joint Transportation 
Committee  
MVC Offices  

Please check the Calendar section of the 
MVC website for the latest updates.  
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DRI Status Report    
18 State Road – expansion, 

Tisbury – (#593) – Approved 
5/17/07 

Vineyard Haven Yacht Club – 
replacement recreational 
building, Tisbury – (#602) – 
Approved 5/17/07 

Middle Line Path – Town 
affordable housing – Form B, 
Chilmark (#597) – Approved 
6/14/07 

 

J. Ferry – tennis and racquet ball 
courts, West Tisbury (#598) – DD 
6/21/07 

Oyster Bar – vertical expansion 
for function room and housing, 
Oak Bluffs (#596) – DD 6/21/07  

Willow Bottom (Rutkiewicz) – 
four-lot subdivision, West Tisbury 
(#488) -- PH 6/21/07 

44 North Water Street – 
commercial subdivision and 
demolition (#604) – PH 6/21/07 

Cronig’s Market – expansion, 
Tisbury (#321 M2) – DD 7/5/07 

Daily Grind – restaurant 
expansion, Tisbury – (#485 M3) –
PH  7/5/07 

YMCA -- new recreational and 
community center, Oak Bluffs 
(#600) -- PH 7/18/07  

Nova Vida – church, Oak Bluffs 
(#603) – LUPC 6/25/07 

Veira Park – construction of 
baseball diamond, Oak Bluffs 
(#605) – LUPC 6/25/07 

Wampanoag Tribal Center – 
construction of cultural center, 
Aquinnah (#606)  

 

 

Other Pending DRI 
• MV Coffee Shop    

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices 
unless otherwise noted. (Information: 
Paul Foley, foley@mvcommission.org, 
ext. 18 or on the website)  

 


