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I S L A N D  P L A N  N E W S  

The Steering Committee and five active 
Work Groups (Energy/Waste, 
Housing, Livelihood/Commerce, 
Natural Environment, Water 
Resources) are pulling together 
material for the spring, to share 
emerging ideas with the broad 
community and get feedback, during 
the late spring, summer, and fall. 

Working Meetings 
Work Groups continue to hold 

meetings focused on specific topics. 
Upcoming meetings (at MVC) include:  
• April 3 – Seasonal Workforce 

Housing 4:30pm 
• April 17 - Elderly/Assisted Housing 

4:30pm 
• April 11 - Livelihood 4:30pm 
• April 18 - Local Currency 4:30pm 
Everyone is invited to attend. Check 
the schedule on the website Calendar.   

Town Boards 
Steering Committee members are 

in the process of giving updates to 
Boards of Selectmen and meeting 
Planning Boards to set up ongoing 
interaction in the planning process.  

PLEASE JOIN THE NETWORK OF 
PLANNING ADVISORS, ON THE 
WEBSITE OR CALL THE MVC.  

www.islandplan.org 

The Cost of Living on the Vineyard 
Next week, the MVC will release the results of a Cost of Living Index 

(COLI) study for the Vineyard, which was carried out last summer using the 
methodology of the American Chamber of Commerce Researchers 
Association (ACCRA).  Here are the main findings.   

The ACCRA Composite Index measures relative differences among 
urban areas in the cost of consumer goods and services appropriate for 
professional and managerial households in the top income quartile. It 
allows comparison of data for a specific region with national averages of 
prices for consumer goods and services from all participating urban areas 
in a particular quarter. The index is an approximation, and has several 
limitations, explained in the report.  

The COLI for Martha’s Vineyard was 157 based on a national 
average of 100.  In other words, the cost of living for professional and 
managerial households was 57% above the average of participating urban 
areas during the survey period. This is about 12% higher than the 
composite index for Boston for the same time period, 140. 

The table below gives the index for each component for Martha's 
Vineyard and for Boston. The highest component index was housing, 
almost twice the national average and 13% higher than Boston. The 
transportation index was the highest relative to Boston, namely 22% 
higher; this index was based on only two items, namely the average price 
of a gallon of gasoline (68 cents higher than Boston) and the cost to 
balance a tire ($2.60 more than Boston). Note that there were some 
concerns related to the results obtained for health care.  

The pricing period was between July 12 – 14, 2006, although the 
prices of some items less subject to fluctuation were collected later.  

The ACCRA Cost of Living Index is conducted several times a year. 
The MVC is considering updating the study for the Vineyard on an annual 
basis.  With each updated index study, it should be possible to reduce the 
overall margin of error by enlarging the sample size and by dealing more 
effectively with various special circumstances. Also, we have discussed with 
ACCRA the possibility of expanding their official survey locations to include 
resort areas with high seasonal populations, such as Martha's Vineyard; 
this would allow comparisons with areas more similar to the Vineyard. 

A more detailed description of the methodology, the assumptions, 
and the limitations of this study will be posted next week on the MVC 
website (search for “Cost of Living”) and will be available from the 
Commission. Contact: Christine Flynn – flynn@mvcommission.org) 

Component Indices 
100 represents the national average 

Martha's 
Vineyard 

Boston MV relative 
to Boston 

 Grocery   137 123 12% 
 Housing  196 173 13% 
 Utilities  152 132 16% 
 Transportation  139 114 22% 
 Health Care  129 138 -7% 
 Miscellaneous Goods & Services  144 130 10% 
Composite Index 157 140 12% 



High School / Oak Bluffs 
Resident Homesite Area       
Wastewater Proposal  

Over the past year, the MVC 
helped explore a coordinated 
approach to wastewater treatment for 
the institutions located in the High 
School / Oak Bluffs Resident Homesite 
Area in Oak Bluffs.  

A study of three options indicated 
that the most beneficial solution is the 
construction of a combined Innovative 
Alterative Wastewater Package 
Treatment Plant on available High 
School property. It would initially serve 
the High School, the Town of Oak 
Bluffs’ Resident Homesite properties, 
the YMCA, Community Services, and 
new units at Island Elderly Housing’s 
Woodside Village.  They would share 
the cost of the design, construction, 
and operation on the basis of their 
proportion of usage.   

The construction of a combined 
plant offers several advantages. 
• It would be considerably less 

expensive for all participants, 
compared to building individual 
systems.  

• It would have a positive impact on 
water quality in Lagoon and 
Sengekontacket Ponds by reducing 
the amount of wastewater nitrogen 
released into the groundwater.  

• For taxpayers of Oak Bluffs, it would 
provide a way for the whole Island 
to share in the cost of improving 
pond water quality and would pave 
the way for development of the 
Resident Homesite lots by supplying 
wastewater treatment. 

• It would allow the High School to 
replace its current temporary system, 
as required by the Department of 
Environmental Protection.  

• It would allow Island Elderly Housing to 
build more needed housing at Woodside 
Village, presently at the limit allowed by 
nitrogen-loading limits.  

• It would allow other adjacent properties 
to tie in, in the future. 

A warrant article on this spring’s 
ballot in Oak Bluffs asks the Town to 
approve the $350,000 design cost, 
most of which would be reimbursed by 
the other users.  

Note that the MVC’s contribution to this 
effort was mostly at a staff level. The Commission 
itself has not formulated a position on any of 
these matters, which will be considered as part of 
the YMCA’s DRI application. (Contact: Mark 
London – london@mvcommission.org) 

 

MVC Awarded DEP 
Water Testing Grant  
The MVC was awarded a grant of 
$20,119 for water quality sampling in 
Tisbury Great Pond, Oyster Pond, 
James Pond, and Katama Bay during 
the summer of 2007.  The Department 
of Environmental Protection awarded 
the grant with funds from the 
Environmental Protection Agency under 
section 604b of the Clean Waters Act. 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, April 4, 9:00am 

Drawbridge Committee 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, April 11, 12:30pm 
Water Alliance 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, April 11, noon 
Joint Transportation 
Committee – Public Meeting 
on the JTC’s Public 
Participation Process 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, April 11, 8:00am 
Two Entrepreneurial SEED 
Workshops (Free. Call MVC for 
info. Lunch provided.) 
Harbor View Hotel, Edgartown  

Saturday, April 28, day-long 
Living Local Event 
Agricultural Hall 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  

DRI Status Report    
Hart Hardware – hardware store 

and housing, West Tisbury 
(#549) Approved 3/8/07 

15 North Summer Street – 
mixed use buildings, Edgartown  
(#601) – Approved 3/22/07 

 

 
Oyster Bar – vertical expansion 

for function room and housing, 
Oak Bluffs (#596)  

A. Fisher – subdivision 
modification, West Tisbury (#34-
M) – PH 4/5/07 

YMCA -- new recreational and 
community center, Oak Bluffs 
(#600) -- LUPC 4/9/07, PH 5/3/07 
(tentative) 

Croning’s Market, expansion, 
Tisbury – (#321 M2) PH 4/12/07  

Middle Line Path – Town 
affordable housing, Chilmark 
(#597) – LUPC 4/2/07, PH 5/10/07 

18 State Road – expansion, 
Tisbury – (#593) PH 4/12/07 

J. Ferry – tennis and racquet ball 
courts, West Tisbury (#598)  

 

 

 
Other Pending DRIs 

• MV Coffee Shop  
• Rutkiewicz Subdivision  
  

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices 
unless otherwise noted. (Information: 
Paul Foley, foley@mvcommission.org, 
ext.18 or on the website)  

MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

www.mvcommission.org 

 


