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Public Meeting 
on Regional 
Transportation 
Plan 

A public meeting will be held 
on Thursday, October 17 at 
noon at the MVC to discuss the draft 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  

The plan -- updated every 
three years under the auspices of the 
Joint Transportation Committee – 
gives an overview of transportation 
planning on the Island.  

Public input is especially 
sought on two new sections that will 
have an important impact on the 
future of the Vineyard:  
• The bicycle/pedestrian section is 

being substantially revised to 
outline improvements to the 
network of multi-user paths and 
bicycle routes.  

• We are preparing a list of 
transportation improvement 
projects to be completed over the 
next 25 years.  

 
 
www.mvcommission.org 

 
www.islandplan.org 

Commission Begins  
DRI Review of Hospital 

The Commission’s review of the proposal to build a new 
medical wing of the Martha's Vineyard Hospital has begun.  

On September 25, the Wood’s Hole Group presented a 
preliminary natural disaster risk assessment (being broadcast on MVTV 
and 
available on 
the MVC 
website). 
The Hospital 
will submit 
its 
application 
in mid-October which the MVC will also be put on its website.  

The formal public hearing begins on November 2 at 5 pm in 
the High School cafeteria and will continue on November 8 and 9.  
 
 

Island Plan 
News  

Second Island Plan Forum:  
About seventy people attended 
the second Island Plan Forum on 
August 9. Participants discussed 
the key issues facing the Island 
and suggested ideas for each of 
ten topic areas.  

Work Groups:  The first wave 
of work groups – energy/waste, housing, livelihood/commerce, 
natural environment, and water resources -- will get going in the next 
few weeks. The Steering Committee and Work Group Cores will meet 
in early October to outline the scopes of work.  

Website: We continue to upload documents to the website. We’ll 
soon send information to the Network of Planning Advisors about how 
to participate in on-line forums. Bookmark the website and return often. 



 

Transportation 
Projects in  
Oak Bluffs 

Each year, the Joint Transportation 
Committee prepares a work program 
of Transportation Improvement Projects 
(TIP) to be funded with federal and 
state funds. The next three years of TIP 
projects are in Oak Bluffs.  

In the 2006 federal fiscal year 
(FFY), MassHighway will repave New 
York Avenue between Our Market and 
Eastville Avenue. The Joint 
Transportation Committee (JTC) and 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee have 
asked MassHighway to narrow the 
lane width and increase the flat 
shoulder for greater bicycle and 
pedestrian safety.  

The FFY2007 project is a 
reconfiguration of Lake Avenue. It 
includes narrowing the roadway and 
creating safe sidewalks in the high 
volume pedestrian area between 
Circuit Avenue and the Harbor.  

On September 26, the Oak Bluffs 
Board of Selectmen approved a 
proposal to build a roundabout at the 
Blinker (Barnes and Edgartown – 
Vineyard Haven Roads) in FFY2008.  

MassHighway and the Federal 
Highway Administration finance all 
construction costs under the 
Transportation Improvement Program. 
Each project must be designed and 
advertised before the end of September 
in the year it is budgeted. In most 
cases, construction will take place the 
following spring. 

 

CPTC Courses 
The Citizen Planner Training 

Collaborative (CPTC) and the Martha’s 
Vineyard Commission offer two training 
sessions this fall.  

• Writing Reasonable and 
Defensible Decisions - Monday, 
7:00 - 9:00p.m., October 23, 2006, 
at the MVC Stone Building. The course 
covers some key points that will assist 
boards in writing clear and defensible 
decisions. It describes criteria that 
should be contained in local zoning 
regulations and how these regulations 
relate to the types of conditions a 
board may impose when approving a 
special permit or variance application. 
The trainer is Pamela Brown, Esq., 
Brown & Brown PC.  

• How to Hold the Perfect Public 
Hearing - Monday, 7:00 – 
9:00p.m., November 6, 2006, at the 
Howes House. This session covers 
legal and procedural requirements for 
conducting a public hearing. It also 
contains video clips to assist boards in 
avoiding ‘constructive approvals’, 
easing tension between parties over 
controversial projects, and calming 
chaotic hearings. The trainer is Tom 
Broadrick, Planning Director, Town of 
Barnstable. 

Each workshop costs $30. Register 
with the CPTC, (413) 545-2188, or 
masscptc@umext.umass.edu. For 
information, call Bill Veno at the MVC 
or visit the CPTC website, 
www.umass.edu/CPTC.   
 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, October 4, 10:30am 

JTC 
MVC Offices  

Thursday, October 17, noon 
Regional Transportation Plan 
MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates. 

DRI Status Report   
The following are current 
Developments of Regional Impact.  

Girl Scouts Camp – 
Construction, Chilmark Approved 
8/24/06 

Woodland Business Center 
Phase 2 – Expansion, Tisbury 
(#39-M2) Approved 8/03/06 

21 Kennebec – Mixed Use 
Construction, Oak Bluffs (#595) 
PH 8/10/06 

Rattner-White – Residential 
construction, West Tisbury 
(#326-M) Non-concurrence  

 
 
 
 

Cingular Wireless – Wireless 
Antenna, Aquinnah (#590) PH 
t.b.d. 

MV Hospital – Expansion (#324-
M) PH 11/2/06 

UPS Store (Woodland) – 
Discretionary referral (#39-M3) 
CR 10/5/06 

Hart Hardware – Hardware 
store and housing CR 10/5/06 

  
 

 

 
Other Pending DRIs 

• 18 State Road 
• MV Coffee Shop  
• Rutkiewicz Subdivision  
• 1986 Evelyn Way Trust  
• Tarkiln Subdivision  
• Vineyard Golf Club Housing 
   

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 
 

 
All meetings at the Commission offices 
unless otherwise noted. (Information: 
Paul Foley, ext.18 or on the website)  
 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 
WWW@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

 


