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Public Meeting 
on Blinker 
Options 

A public meeting will be held 
on Thursday, August 10 at 3 pm 
in the Oak Bluffs Library, to outline 
options for the possible redesign of 
the “Blinker” – the intersection of 
Barnes Road and the Edgartown – 
Vineyard Haven Road in Oak Bluffs.  

All Islanders are invited to 
attend and give their comments to the 
Oak Bluffs Selectmen before the 
Board makes its decision. 

At the request of the Oak 
Bluffs Board of Selectmen, the 
Martha's Vineyard Commission 
identified five options, which will be 
explained at the meeting. These are: 
maintaining the present four-way stop 
with the existing geometry, keeping a 
four-way stop but adding a right-turn 
lane, installing a traffic signal either 
with the existing geometry or with 
turning lanes, and creating a 
roundabout. 

 A report analyzing the 
options can be obtained from the 
Oak Bluffs Town Hall or the MVC, 
can be downloaded from the MVC 
website and can be consulted in all 
town libraries. 
www.mvcommission.org 
 

Island Plan 
Midsummer Forum  

A second public forum in the preparation of the Island Plan will 
be held on Wednesday, August 9, from 5 to 7 pm at the Tisbury 
Senior Center, 34 Pine Tree Road, Tisbury.  
  At this forum, participants will discuss what has been done 
well and less well over the past thirty years, and what that suggests for 
the next thirty years. Participants will also be asked to weigh in on and 
prioritize goals 
for the plan. 

The aim 
is to consolidate 
the results of the 
first forum and to allow people who could not attend that forum to 
provide their input. Seasonal residents are especially invited to 
participate. The forum will allow participants to meet members of the 
Island Plan Steering Committee, which is overseeing the planning 
process. Participants will also be invited to look at a galley of ideas, 
maps, and tools distributed throughout the room.  

For more information about the Island Plan, please go to the 
website at www.islandplan.org or call 693-3453. 
 

Island Plan News  
First Island Plan Forum 

About a hundred people filled the 
Sailing Camp for the first Island Plan 
Forum on Saturday morning, June 24. 
Participants discussed the key issues 
facing the island, and suggested ideas 
for each of ten topic areas.  

Work Groups 
The Steering Committee has selected 
the topics that will be in the first wave 
of work groups, namely water, 

housing, the natural environment, livelihood/commerce, and 
energy/solid waste. The Steering Committee will select members with a 
view to seeking a broad range of interests and expertise, while 
keeping the groups small enough to be effective. A kick-off meeting is 
planned for September. 

Website – www.islandplan.org 
The greatly expanded website has a great deal of useful documents 
including a Synopsis of Past Plans, a preliminary summary of on-line 
survey results, proceedings of the June forum, and other useful 
information. Bookmark it and return often. 



 

Priority Goals 
The following is a preliminary 

summary of the priority goals that 
people expressed for the Vineyard. 
They will undoubtedly be revised, 
refined and reformulated as the 
planning process continues.  
1. Promote long-term sustainability. 
2. Preserve the Vineyard’s natural 

environment, open spaces, 
scenic beauty and habitat. 

3. Protect the water quality in 
coastal ponds. 

4. Deal not only with housing 
affordability at all income levels, 
but also with the overall high cost 
of living.  

5. Move towards a vital but more 
balanced year-round local 
economy, less dependent on 
tourism. 

6. Slow the pace of Island 
development and building, and 
concentrate it in certain areas. 

7. Maintain the rural, small-town 
quality of life. 

8. Protect the distinct and diverse 
character of the Island’s six 
towns, especially the compact, 
mixed-use, walkable, historic 
village centers. 

9. Forge a stronger regional 
perspective for dealing with 
issues and providing services. 

10. Reduce traffic congestion without 
“improving” roads, and promote 
alternate means of 
transportation. 

11. Promote energy independence 
and the recycling and 
composting of solid waste.  

12. Ensure adequate health and 
educational facilities and 
services. 

 

 

MVC Interns 
This summer, there are five interns 
working at the Commission.  

• Edward O’Connell (left) is indexing 
and analyzing previous DRIs.  

• Christina Chavez is assisting with 
administrative matters.  

• Ryan LeBlanc is working on traffic 
and transportation. 

• Christina Pruett (right) is working 
on water quality and transportation.  

• Maeve Turner is working on a Pre-
Disaster Mitigation Plan and various 
transportation projects (not shown).  

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Thursday, August 3, 8:00pm 

Jane Goodall  
Tabernacle, Oak Bluffs  

Tuesday, August 8, 5:30pm 
Water Quality in James Pond  
Howes House, West Tisbury 

Wednesday, August 9, 5:00pm 
Island Plan Forum 
Tisbury Senior Center 

Thursday, August 10, 3:00pm 
Options for the Blinker 
Oak Bluffs Library 

Wednesday, August 23, noon 
Drawbridge Committee 
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, September 6, 10:30am 
JTC 
MVC Offices  

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates. 

DRI Status Report   
The following are current 
Developments of Regional Impact.  

GOOD Company – Health Club, 
Edgartown (#551-M2) Approved. 
WD 8/10/06 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cingular Wireless – Wireless 
Antenna, Aquinnah (#590) PH 
9/21/06 

Woodland Business Center 
Phase 2 – Expansion, Tisbury 
(#39-M2) DD 8/03/06  

Girl Scouts Camp –  
Construction, Chilmark PH 
8/24/06 (to be confirmed) 

Bussink -- Subdivision, Chilmark 
Concurrence review 8/03/06 

21 Kennebec – Mixed Use 
Construction, Oak Bluffs (#595) 
PH 8/10/06 

MV Hospital – Expansion (#324-
M) PH 8/24/06 

  
 

 

 
Other Pending DRIs 

• 18 State Road 
• Hart Plumbing  
• MV Coffee Shop  
• Bird’s Nest Cottage 
• Rutkiewicz Subdivision  
• 1986 Evelyn Way Trust  
• Tarkiln Subdivision  
• Vineyard Golf Club Housing 
   

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 
 

 
All meetings at the Commission offices 
unless otherwise noted. (Information: 
Paul Foley at extension 18 or check the 
website)  
 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 
WWW@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

 


