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Community 
Preservation Act 

In 2005, Edgartown, Oak 
Bluffs, Tisbury, West Tibury passed 
the Community Preservation Act 
(CPA), a local surcharge tax that 
will help finance affordable 
housing, open space, and historic 
preservation projects. Aquinnah 
and Chilmark adopted the CPA in 
2001. 

This spring, the MVC and the 
Massachusetts Community 
Preservation Coalition co-sponsored 
a well-attended workshop that 
provided town’s Community 
Preservation Committees (CPC) and 
town boards with tools and 
strategies to effectively implement 
the CPA. Panelists from Aquinnah, 
Chatham, and Nantucket were on 
hand to provide insight and 
practical information to help the 
new CPC committees get off to a 
good start. A video of the 
workshop is now running on MVTV. 

For more information on the 
CPA, go to the Massachusetts 
Community Preservation Coalition 
website at 
:www.communitypreservation.com 

Island Plan Forum  
on June 24  

The first public event in the preparation of the Island Plan 
will be a forum on Saturday morning, June 24, from 8:30 am to 
12:30 pm at the Sailing Camp in Oak Bluffs. 
  This forum will include the following elements. 
� Key 

Issues: 
A cafe-
style, 
break-
out session with conversation about critical issues, as 
preliminarily identified in an on-line survey.  

� Goals and Strategies: A second break-out session to begin 
work on ten specific topics areas that have been identified, 
including a discussion of goals, targets, interdependencies 
with other topics, and creative strategies for achieving short-
term benchmarks.  

� Tour of Resources: A galley of ideas, maps and tools 
distributed throughout the room.  

� Overall Focus of the Island 
Plan: A discussion of what 
value the Island places on 
each of the four proposed 
themes – economy, ecology, 
community, and land – and 
what are the useful 
intersections or creative 
combinations of these 
themes. 

Because space is limited, 
we are asking people to register in advance by 
contacting Donna Stewart, MVC Administrative Assistant 
(stewart@mvcommission.org - 508-693-3453). Walk-ins are 
welcome if space is available.  

Also, if you haven't yet filled out the first on-line survey 
related to the preparation of the plan, you are invited to do so as 
soon as possible. If you can't make this forum, you will have 
many other opportunities to participate.   

For information, go to www.islandplan.org. 



 

Commission 
Adopts  
Energy Policy 

 In May, the MVC adopted 
an Energy Policy, namely to “use its 
planning and regulatory powers to 
promote a sustainable approach to 
the Island's energy needs that 
protects our economy, environment, 
health and quality of life”. 

Having an affordable, 
environmentally sound, reliable, 
safe supply of energy is essential to 
the general welfare of all 
communities and is critical to 
Martha's Vineyard because of 
particular issues related to our 
reliance on fossil fuels, the impacts 
of importing energy to the Island, 
and the economics of current 
energy policies.  

The policy suggests that the 
Vineyard reduce its energy use by 
encouraging greater energy 
efficiency, the use of renewable 
and low impact sources of energy 
for heating, electricity and 
transportation, and the appropriate 
development of local renewable 
energy production. 

The Commission commits 
itself to work towards a sustainable 
energy future for the Island in the 
following ways. 
• Promote planning that favors 

energy conservation in land use, 
settlement patterns, and 
transportation, such as 
encouraging compact settlement 
close to public transit and 
promoting bicycle and pedestrian 
ways. 
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• Develop guidelines for the review 
of Developments of Regional 
Impact that favor energy 
sustainability. 

• Consider the concept of an Island-
wide energy District of Critical 
Planning Concern to allow for 
policy changes that encourage our 
energy goals for the Island. 

• Aid in the development of policies, 
regulations such as zoning bylaws, 
procedures, and practices that 
promote energy sustainability, on 
an Island-wide and town level. 

• Follow sustainable energy 
practices for the Commission’s own 
operations 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, June 21, 12:30pm 

Water Alliance 
MVC Offices  

Saturday, June 24, morning 
Island Plan Forum 
Sailing Camp 

Wednesday, July 5, 9:00am 
Drawbridge Committee 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, July 5, 10:30am 
JTC 
MVC Offices  

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates. 

DRI Status Report   
The following are current 
Developments of Regional Impact.  
 
 
 
 
 

Cingular Wireless – Wireless 
Antenna, Aquinnah (#590) PH 
t.b.d. 

GOOD Company – Health Club, 
Edgartown (#551-M2) DD 
6/22/06 

Woodland Business Center 
Phase 2 – Expansion, Tisbury 
(#39-M2) PH 6/22/06 

MV Coffee Shop – Change of 
Use, Tisbury (#525M) PH t.b.d. 

Hart Plumbing – Change of 
Use, West Tisbury (#549M) 
Concurrence Review PH t.b.d. 

Bird’s Nest Cottage – 
Demolition/Moving, Oak Bluffs 
(#592) LUPC t.b.d. 

18 State Road – New Office 
Building, Tisbury (#593) LUPC 
6/26/06 

Girl Scouts Camp – 
Construction, Chilmark LUPC 
6/19/06 

 

 

Other Pending DRIs 
• Martha’s Vineyard Hospital 
• Rutkiewicz Subdivision  
• 1986 Evelyn Way Trust  
• Tarkiln Subdivision  
• Vineyard Golf Club Housing   

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 
 

All meetings at the Commission offices 
unless otherwise noted. (Information: 
Paul Foley at extension 18 or check the 
website)  
 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 
WWW@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

 


