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Commission Adopts 
Open Space Policy  
for DRI Review 

The Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission has adopted an Open 
Space Policy to give guidance to 
applicants seeking approval of 
Developments of Regional Impact 
(DRIs) by the Commission with 
respect to the preservation of open 
space. The policy codifies the MVC 
practice of ensuring that the most 
significant parts of properties are 
identified and preserved as 
permanently protected open space. 
This document describes the 
procedure for establishing how much 
and which parts of a property should 
be preserved. 

This is the first of a series of 
policy documents that the 
Commission is preparing to help 
applicants better understand the 
basis for project review.  

The preparation of this policy 
including related research was 
funded in part by a Smart Growth 
Technical Assistance Grant from the 
Executive Office of Environmental 
Affairs. The policy will be available 
on the MVC website in a few days, 
after a few final wording revisions 
are made.  

 
  

MVC Analyses Options for 
Blinker Intersection 

At the request of the Oak Bluffs Board of Selectmen, the MVC 
prepared a comprehensive report on various options for the 

intersection of the Edgartown – 
Vineyard Haven Road, commonly 
called the Blinker intersection. 

The report analyzes five 
options: a four-way stop with existing 
geometry, a four-way stop with right-
turn lane, a traffic signal with existing 
geometry, a traffic signal with four 
turn lanes, and a roundabout (all 
shown at the same scale).  

The report analyses each of 
the options based on a series of 
criteria including: safety, delays, 
regional traffic impact, air quality, 
landscaping and character, impact 
on abutters, and cost.  A first public 
information meeting was held in 
May, and a second one will be held 
in July. The Oak Bluffs Board of 
Selectmen is looking for comments 
from the whole Island. The report can 
be downloaded from the 
Commission’s website, or consulted 
at libraries. 

This is one of a series of 
transportation planning efforts being 
carried out by the Commission, which 
also include the following.  
• MVC staff participated in a 

Tisbury traffic committee that 
outlined a set of recommendations to improve traffic conditions in 
the Five Corners / Water Street area of Vineyard Haven.  

• MVC staff is completing the analysis of last summer’s extensive 
origin-destination study carried out in the Edgartown triangle area, 
with a view to working with town boards on possible solutions.  

• The Commission is in the process of updating the Island’s Regional 
Transportation Plan. There will be an opportunity for public input 
during the summer.  

• MVC staff is assisting the Oak Bluffs Transportation and Parking 
Committee with a proposal to improve pedestrian and vehicular 
circulation in the North Bluffs harbor area.  
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Synopsis of Past 
Plans is Released 

To help the Island Plan build 
upon the considerable past 
planning efforts at an Island-wide 
and town-level, the MVC prepared 
a Synopsis of Past Plans that 
synthesizes the goals and 
objectives of all town and Island-
wide plans. Get it on the website. 
    

Take the First 
Survey 

Its not too late to participate in 
the Island Plan’s first survey This 
survey, the first of many, asks about 
the purpose, priorities, and 
principles of the plan. The easiest 
way to participate is to fill it out 
online. Go to the website: 
www.islandplan.org. Copies are 
also available at all Island libraries.  

When taking the survey, you 
will be given the opportunity to join 
the Network of Planning Advisors, 
people who will be asked for input 
at key times throughout the 
planning process via surveys, 
forums, work groups, and other 
activities.  
 

 

Forum on June 24 
Save the date of Saturday morning, 
June 24 to attend the first forum of 
the Island Plan. Participants will 
have a chance to discuss the top 
15 issues identified in the on-line 
survey, and then begin to look at 
the short, medium, and long-term 
goals and strategies More details 
to come.  

E-Mail Service to 
Promote Island-Grown 
Food Products  

The Martha's Vineyard 
Commission has set up an e-mail server 
to allow Island growers and buyers to 
communicate electronically. It can help 
growers, farmers, as well as shellfish 
and finfish dealers, to easily send mass 
e-mails to wholesale buyers such as 
restaurants, caterers or retailers. Buyers 
can contact growers to place orders, 
and can also post lists of products that 
they need. All participants can send e-
mails about upcoming events and 
special needs.  

This is one of several 
coordinated efforts to promote locally 
grown products by the MV Agricultural 
Society, the MV Shellfish Group, the 
Island Grown Initiative, and the 
Martha's Vineyard Commission.  For 
further information, please contact 
Christine Flynn at 
flynn@mvcommission.org or 508-693-
3453. 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Tuesday, June 6, 5:00pm 

Bike/Pedestrian Committee  
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, June 7, 9:00am 
Drawbridge Committee 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, June 7, 10:30am 
JTC 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, June 7, 5:00pm 
Joint Affordable Housing 
Committees 
MVC Offices  

Saturday, June 24, morning 
Island Plan Forum 
Sailing Camp 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates. 

 

DRI Status Report   
The following are current 
Developments of Regional Impact.  
 

Woodland Business Center 
Phase 1 – Expansion, Tisbury 
(#39-M) Approved 5/18/06 

 
 
 

Cingular Wireless – Wireless 
Antenna, Aquinnah (#590) PH 
t.b.d. 

GOOD Company – Health Club, 
Edgartown (#551-M2) Post-Hearing 
LUPC 6/12/06, DD 6/22/06 

Woodland Business Center 
Phase 2 – Expansion, Tisbury 
(#39-M2) PH 6/22/06 

MV Coffee Shop – Change of 
Use, Tisbury (#525M) PH t.b.d. 

Hart Plumbing – Change of 
Use, West Tisbury (#549M) 
Concurrence Review LUPC 6/12/06 

Bird’s Nest Cottage – 
Demolition/Moving, Oak Bluffs 
(#592) LUPC 6/5/06 

18 State Road – New Office 
Building, Tisbury (#593) LUPC 
6/19/06 

 

 

Other Pending DRIs 
• Martha’s Vineyard Hospital 
• Vineyard Gardens  
• Rutkiewicz Subdivision  
• 1986 Evelyn Way Trust  
• Tarkiln Subdivision  
• Vineyard Golf Club Housing   

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 
 

All meetings at the Commission offices 
unless otherwise noted. (Information: 
Paul Foley at extension 18 or check the 
website)  
 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 
WWW@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

 


