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Pre-Disaster
Mitigation Planning

The MVC and the seven towns of
Dukes County are creating a Pre-
Disaster Mitigation Plan (PDM) that
identifies areas susceptible to natural
disaster (wind, water, fire, etc.), that
assesses the risk to natural and
manmade resources and to people,
and that recommends measures to
minimize the negative effects of such
disasters.

The existence of such a plan is a
prerequisite for various hazard and
disaster-related project funds. Having a
regional plan rather than individual
plans will further give the towns of
Dukes County a leg up when
competing for federal grants in the
future.

The MVC will integrate work
already prepared by towns in their
emergency plans into the regional
PDM, adding required information,
technical assistance, and analysis as
needed. All work will be reviewed by
town emergency personnel and the
final plan adopted by each town.

The effort is being funded with
a $30,000 grant from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and the Massachusetts
Emergency Management Agency
(MEMA). The plan is expected to take
one year to complete.

Invitation Launched to
Participate in Island Plan

The Island Plan Steering Committee has launched an invitation
to all Vineyarders to express what kind of future they want for the
Island, by filling out a survey and by joining a network of people that
will contribute to the planning effort.

This survey, the first of many, asks about the purpose, priorities,
and principles of the plan. The easiest way to participate is to fill it out
online. Go to the website: islandplan.org. Copies are also available at
all Island libraries. It should only take about ten minutes.

A Network of Planning Advisors will be made of a hundred or
more Vineyarders who have interest in the planning process. They will
be asked for their input at key times through surveys, forums, work
groups, and other planning activities. Members will also be invited to
comment on draft documents. When you fill out the survey, you will be
given an opportunity to join the network.

The Island Plan is an initiative of the Martha's Vineyard
Commission. lts mission is to chart — in simple but compelling ways — a
course fo the kind of future that the Vineyard community wants, and
that prescribes a series of actions to help us navigate that course.

ISLAND PLAN

CHARTING THE FUTURE OF THE VINEYARD

Implementing Mass Estuaries Program

Dr. Brian Howes, Director, UMass Coastal Systems Group and Lindsey
Counsell, of Three Bays Preservation will be at a meeting of the Water
Alliance, Wednesday, April 19 at 12:30pm at the MVC. Bring a bag lunch.

New Transportation
Planner

Oceana Rames has taken the position of MVC
transportation planner, replacing Srinivas Sattoor
who is moving off-Island. Oceana is a civil engineer
with experience in planning and transportation with
the Port and City of Oakland. She has lived on the
Vineyard for seven years.

Erosion Control Measures & Monitoring

Jim O'Connell, Coastal Processes Specialist, WHOI Sea Grant And Cape
Cod Extension, will be the guest speaker at the All-Island Conservation
Commissions on Wednesday, May 24 at 5 pm at the MVC.




Survey Results

Released

The MVC released the results of
two surveys of the characteristics,
activities, services, travel, and opinions
of Vineyard residents and visitors.

The 2003 Ferry Survey targeted
1,740 randomly selected travelers as
they left the Vineyard on 102 different
ferries. The 2004 Vineyard Survey
targeted permanent and seasonal
residents with inserts in the Gazette
and Times in August 2004, and
received 1,068 usable responses.
Combined, both surveys represented
households or traveling parties of more
than 9,100 people. The following are
some highlights of the opinion section.

There was near universal
agreement that preserving the
Vineyard's environment and character
is a high priority (91-99% depending
on the group) whereas very few of the
people (4%-10%) agreed that
promoting new development and
growth is a high priority. The
corresponding numbers in the
Commission’s 2003 Business Survey
were 89% and 18%.

About 70% to 80% of
permanent and seasonal residents in
both surveys thought that the summer
population should not grow much;
fewer than 5% thought it could grow
without major problems. Only 9% of
people thought that the Vineyard needs
more resort, fourist-oriented, active
recreational facilities, and even fewer
(7%) thought the Island community
should make every effort to attract
more visitors.

People strongly favored stricter
controls over the quantity and quality
of development, with support varying
from 64%/65% for permanent
residents and visitors, to 74% for
seasonal residents. Fewer than 6% of
people thought that these controls
should be relaxed.

People favored maintaining the
status quo with respect to the ferry and
road capacity. In the Vineyard Survey,
half thought that the ferry capacity for
cars during the summer should continue
to be restricted, even though it meant
that they might not be able to make a
reservation when they wanted,
compared to 30% who disagreed. Less
than 30% of each group favored
increasing the number of ferries to and
from the Island. A strong majority (74-
86%) did not agreed with the idea that
the Island road system should be
expanded to handle increased traffic,
and the majority disagreed about
needing traffic lights at certain
infersections.

The majority of permanent residents
favored Island-wide funding of
affordable housing (68%) and
elementary and middle schools (55%).

A copy of the summary can be
obtained from the Commission or Island
libraries, or downloaded from the MVC
website.

Upcoming Meetings

Wednesday, April 19, 12:30pm
Water Alliance
MVC Offices

Wednesday, April 26, 8:30am and
12:30pm
SEED Workshops Two free Basic

Entrepreneurship workshops. To
register, call 508-822-1020

Wednesday, May 3, 9:00am
Drawbridge Committee
MVC Offices

Wednesday, May 3, 10:30am
JTC
MVC Offices

Wednesday, May 24, 5:00pm
All-Island Conservation
Commiissions
MVC Offices

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC
website for the latest updates.

DRI Status Report

The following are current
Developments of Regional Impact.

Red Gate Farm Estate Plan -
Subdivision, Aquinnah (#589)
Approved 4/6/06

Vineyard Nursing
Association — Temporary

Offices, Edgartown (#524M)
Non-Concurrence 3/20/06

Woodland Business Center -
Expansion, Tisbury (#39-M) DD
4/18/06

Cingular Wireless - Wireless
Antenna (#590) t.b.d.

GOOD Company - Health Club
(#551-M2) LUPC 4/10/06, PH
5/4/06

MV Café (Dunkin Donuts) -
Fast Food, Tisbury (#525M), LUPC
4/24/06

Hart Plumbing - Change of

Use, Tisbury (#549M), LUPC
5/1/06

Other Pending DRIs
e Vineyard Gardens
e Rutkiewicz Subdivision
o 1986 Evelyn Way Trust
e Tarkiln Subdivision
« Vineyard Golf Club Housing

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review
CR Commission Concurrence Review

PH Commission Public Hearing

DD Commission deliberation and decision
WD Commission vote on written decision
t.b.d. to be determined

All meetings at the Commission offices
unless otherwise noted. (Information:
Paul Foley at extension 18 or check the
website)
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