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Forum on 
Gridlock in 
Paradise 

 As another season of traffic 
jams comes to a close, you are 
invited to attend the last of this 
summer’s MVC forums: 

Gridlock in Paradise: 
What Can We Do 
About Traffic 

Wednesday, August 24 
7:30 p.m.  
Sailing Camp Park 
Oak Bluffs.  
Ten years after she 

completed a report on 
Transportation Planning for the 
Martha's Vineyard Special Task 
Force on Transportation, 
Catherine Donaher will return to 
give us an update. We’ve made 
a lot of progress with the 20 
action items in the report, but 
much remains to be done. 
Traffic continues to get worse.   

Catherine will be joined by 
panelists Susan Wasserman, 
Daniel Greenbaum, and Angela 
Grant.  

Visual Preference Survey 
What do you like and dislike about the Vineyard? 
All Vineyarders – permanent and seasonal residents as well as 

visitors – are invited to make their opinions known by participating in the 
Martha’s Vineyard Visual Preference Survey. This survey is part of a three-
year, community-based Comprehensive Island Planning process that the 
Martha's Vineyard Commission will be undertaking, starting this fall.  

There are three ways to participate: at town libraries, on-line, or 
daytime at the Ag Fair. It takes only a few minutes to answer a series of 
questions, selecting the photos that best 
correspond to your opinions. People 
submitting completed forms will be 
eligible for $100 gift certificates for 
Island stores and restaurants. 

A visual preference survey is a 
technique that helps identify which 
components of an environment 
contribute positively to a community’s 
overall image or features. Photos will be 
used in a variety of situations to 
facilitate discussions about how to preserve and promote the positive 
features of the Vineyard, and to improve or avoid the negative ones.   

Most of the photos were taken earlier this summer by a cross-section 
of 20 Vineyarders who took pictures on 
disposable cameras, in response to the 
same questions. A second block of 
photos was added by MVC staff to 
focus in on specific issues.  Volunteer 
intern Sam Slater helped organize the 
survey.  

We are mainly interested in 
places, buildings (new or old; 
residential, commercial, public, and 
industrial), projects, landscaping 
(roadway design, parking lots, 

scenery, fields, woods etc.), views, and other features on the Vineyard 
that can be affected by planning, zoning, and development.  

To participate on-line, go to the MVC website, type in VPS in the 
search box, press return, and then click on the link that says “Instructions – 
Open Me First”. You will have to print out and return an Answer Sheet. 

For more information, call the Martha's Vineyard Commission at 
508-693-3453. 
  



Public Meeting 
On Permanent 
Drawbridge  

The Lagoon Pond 
Drawbridge Committee will hold a 
public meeting on Thursday, 
August 25, 2005, 5:30 p.m. 
at the Tisbury Senior Center to 
get public input about the design of 
the permanent replacement for the 
Lagoon Pond Drawbridge.  
MassHighway is in the process of 
selecting engineers to design the 
permanent bridge, and has asked 
the Committee to outline how the 
Vineyard community wants the new 
permanent bridge to be designed.  

We will be living with the new 
permanent drawbridge for 
generations to come, so we want to 
make sure that we get it right, 
especially because it is such a vital 
link in the main waterfront roadway 
connection between the Vineyard’s 
three largest towns and it is in such 
a visually prominent location. The 
design of the permanent bridge 
involves a number of concerns that 
are essential to the well-being of 
Islanders and visitors: its type, 
height, width, design elements, and 
the navigational channel. 

Note that the issue of the 
construction of the temporary 
bridge will not be discussed at this 
public meeting, which will focus 
exclusively on the design of the 
permanent bridge. The session will 
be co-hosted by Tisbury Waterways 
Inc., who will provide light 
refreshments.  
The Committee’s preliminary 
recommendations as well as many 
other related documents are 
available on the MVC website (type 
“drawbridge” in the search box). 

Eelgrass 
Restoration 
Seminar 

On Thursday, September 1 at      4 
p.m. at the Felix Neck Wildlife 
Sanctuary, the Friends of 
Sengekontacket and the MVC will co-
sponsor an eelgrass restoration 
seminar.  The program will feature Phil 
Colarusso, EPA, Charles Costello, DEP, 
Gus Ben David, Felix Neck Wildlife 
Sanctuary and Bill Wilcox, MVC.  The 
subject matter will range from eelgrass 
ecology and the recent decline in the 
beds in our area to a trial seeding 
project. 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Tuesday, August 23, 5:00pm 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, August 24, 7:30pm 
MVC Forum - Gridlock in 
Paradise: What Can We Do 
About Traffic?  
Sailing Camp Park, Oak Bluffs  

Thursday, August 25, 5:30pm 
Drawbridge Public Meeting  
Tisbury Senior Center  

Thursday, September 1, 4:00pm 
Eelgrass Seminar 
Felix Neck Wildlife Sanctuary  

Wednesday, September 7, 9:00am 
Drawbridge Committee 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, September 7, 10:30am 
Joint Transportation 
Committee 

     MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of 
the MVC website for the latest updates. 
 

DRI Status Report    
The following are current Developments of Regional 
Impact.  

M.V.Hotel – Expansion, Oak Bluffs. (#335M3) 
Denied 7/21/05.  

Vineyard House – Construction, Tisbury. 
(#582) Approved with conditions 7/7/05. 

Cozy Hearth – Subdivision, Edgartown. (#584) 
PH 9/1/05.  

117 Beach Road – Addition/Conversion, 
Tisbury. CR 8/25/05 

10 State Road – Site clearing, Tisbury.  LUPC 
8/22/05 

Rutkiewicz Subdivision – West Tisbury (#488) 
LUPC 5/2/05. Awaiting result of NHESP study. 

World Revival Church – Construction, 
Edgartown (#587) 3nd LUPC 8/15/05 

7 Beach Street Demolition and Reconstruction, 
Tisbury (# 557-M) LUPC 8/15/05 

Anderson Irrevocable Tr./ Wintertide 
Conversion of attic to residential, Tisbury (# 
504-M2) LUPC 8/29/05 

Vineyard Gardens – Garden center, West 
Tisbury (#581) Application incomplete.  

Vineyard Assembly of God – Construction, 
Tisbury (#322M) Application incomplete.  

1986 Evelyn Way Trust –Tisbury (#576) On 
hold at Applicant’s request 

Tarkiln Subdivision – Edgartown (#470-M3) 
On hold at Applicant’s request.  

Vineyard Golf Club Housing – Edgartown 
(#484-M4) Application incomplete. 

 
LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision  
WD Commission vote on written decision  
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley at 
extension 18 or check the website)  
 
www.mvcommission.org  
MARTHA’S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
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