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Open Space 
Guidelines 

 The MVC is preparing a series of 
DRI Guidelines in response to 
suggestions that the Commission clarify 
its process for reviewing Developments 

of Regional Impact. 
The aim is to 
provide owners and 
developers with a 
clearer picture of 
what the 
Commission is 

looking for before they develop 
extensive plans, and to provide 
Commissioners with standards to use 
in review of proposals.   

A draft version of the first set – 
“Guidelines for DRI Review: 1.Open 
Space Preservation” – has been 
completed with the assistance of an 
EOEA Smart Growth Technical 
Assistance Grant. The guidelines 
reflect the policies that the Commission 
has applied to DRI applications over 
the past few years. The draft 
guidelines are being reviewed by 
others interested in growth and 
development on the Vineyard, prior to 
adoption by vote of the full Martha’s 
Vineyard Commission in August.   

Other guidelines currently being 
worked on deal with affordable 
housing, water quality, and 
landscaping. We plan on tackling 
traffic/transportation guidelines soon.  

Paradise Lost? – Are We 
Loving the Vineyard to Death?  

“Paradise Lost? Are We Loving the Vineyard to Death?” is the 
topic of the second in the popular summer series of Martha's Vineyard 
Commission forums. It will be held on Wednesday, July 20 at the Far 
Barn of the Polly Hill Arboretum. People are invited to come at 7 p.m. 
for light refreshments and displays, prior to the forum beginning at 

7:30 p.m. 
  The forum will start with a talk by 
author and professor Stephen Kellert of the 
Yale School of Forestry and Environment, 
who is also a seasonal Vineyard resident. 
Kellert will talk about the interaction 
between people and the natural 
environment. Our love of nature attracts us 
to places of exceptional beauty and 
significance such as the Vineyard; 
however, lack of understanding and 
sensitivity also often leads us to denigrate 
and even destroy the very things that 

attracted us to an area in the first place.  
  A social ecologist, Kellert is recognized as one of the world's 
foremost authorities on human relationships to animals. His current 
research projects include studies of the theory, science, and practice of 
restorative environmental design, as well as connecting human and 
natural systems, especially in urban watersheds.  
  Following the guest speaker, Ned Robinson-Lynch will report on 
the Vineyard Sustainability Indicators project. This effort was initiated 
several years ago to explore how we might better understand how well 
the Vineyard is doing, and what measures, because of their 
implications to multiple issues, are the best barometers of the Island’s 
environmental, economic and social well being. As one of the project 
steering committee members, Robinson-Lynch will present the 
conclusions of this effort, identifying what a broad spectrum of the 
community felt were important issues to watch and explaining the 
sometimes unusual selections to measure those issues.  
  Kellert and Robinson-Lynch will be joined by MVC Chair Linda 
Sibley and by Art Flathers in a panel discussion of “What can we do to 
make the Vineyard a more Sustainable Island?” The audience will be 
encouraged to participate in a moderated discussion of the evening’s 
ideas.  

 The forum is co-sponsored by the Polly Hill Arboretum, the 
Martha’s Vineyard Chamber of Commerce, and the Vineyard 
Conservation Society. Everyone is invited to attend. Admission and 
parking are free.  



Sustainability 
Indicators 

At the end of 2000, a group of 
Islanders decided to prepare Sustainability 
Indicators for the Vineyard. The aim was to 
create a broad set of measures that would 
provide a gauge of the natural, economic, 
social and individual well-being of 
Martha’s Vineyard and its inhabitants. 
These indicators would illustrate the 
interconnection of issues and stimulate the 
community to think more broadly in its 
decision-making. 

The next year, a consultant was hired 
– thanks to grants from the Commonwealth 
and the Edey Foundation – and a multi-
layered community input structure began, 
involving about a hundred people on 
various steering, advisory, and technical 
committees. Over the course of three 
sessions spanning seven months, the 
advisory group identified community assets 
and concerns, potential indicators and how 
to measure them, linkages among the 
indicators, and inventoried actions already 
underway affecting each indicator. 
Unfortunately, efforts faltered in the spring 
of 2002.  

Six months ago, members of the staff 
of the Martha's Vineyard Commission and 
remnants of the steering committee met 
several times to discuss how to revive the 
effort. We decided to finish off those 
indicators that could be finalized relatively 
expeditiously, and to publish them in 
conjunction with a forum on sustainability 
that the MVC was planning for this 
summer. An abridged version of the 
Indicators Project will be released at the 
July 20th MVC forum. 

The Martha's Vineyard Indicators are 
divided into four broad categories:  
Economy, Nature, Society and Well Being. 
Of the original 37 indicators, 17 are 
included in this report. Each indicator 
includes a general summary statement, a 
graph of the how the variable that was 
measured has changed over time, and a 
narrative that explains what was 
measured, what it means, its 
interrelatedness with other indicators, and 
its relevance to the Vineyard’s future.  

Much of the information compiled 
for the Sustainability Indicators project 
will be used in the Comprehensive Island 
Planning process that will begin this fall. 
And the planning process could help 
complete some of the indicators that 
were not done for this round. However, 
for the indicators project to be 
successful, we not only have to complete 
the portrait of where we are today, we 
also have to set up a system to update 
the indicators on a regular basis.  

More importantly, we can use the 
indicators to help grapple with the 
fundamental question: What can we do 
to make the Vineyard a more sustainable 
community? 
 

Upcoming 
Meetings 
Tuesday, July 12, 5:00pm 

Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Committee 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, July 13, 9:00pm 
Drawbridge Committee 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, July 13, 12:30pm 
MV Water Alliance 
Wampanoag Tribal 
Headquarters  

Wednesday, July 20, 7:30pm 
MVC Forum - Paradise 
Lost? Are We Loving the 
Vineyard to Death? 
Far Barn, Polly Hill Arboretum  

Wednesday, August 24, 7:30pm 
MVC Forum - Gridlock in 
Paradise: What Can We Do 
About Traffic?  
Sailing Camp Park, Oak Bluffs.  

Wednesday, August 3, 10:30pm 
Joint Transportation 
Committee 

     MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the 
MVC website for the latest updates. 
 

DRI Status Report    
The following are current Developments of Regional 
Impact.  

M.V.Hotel – Expansion, Oak Bluffs. (#335M3) 
LUPC Post-Hearing Review 7/18/05.  
Vineyard House – Construction, Tisbury. 
(#582) Approved with conditions 7/7/05. 
Cozy Hearth – Subdivision, Edgartown. (#584) 
PH 7/14/05.  
117 Beach Road – Addition/Conversion, 
Tisbury. Concurrence review t.b.d. 
10 State Road – Site clearing, Tisbury.  
Concurrence review t.b.d. 
Rutkiewicz Subdivision – West Tisbury (#488) 
LUPC 5/2/05. Awaiting result of NHESP study. 
World Revival Church – Construction, 
Edgartown (#587) 2nd LUPC t.b.d. 
Vineyard Gardens – Garden center, West 

Tisbury (#581) Application incomplete.  
Vineyard Assembly of God – Construction, 

Tisbury (#322M) Application incomplete.  
1986 Evelyn Way Trust –Tisbury (#576) On 

hold at Applicant’s request 
Tarkiln Subdivision – Edgartown (#470-M3) 

On hold at Applicant’s request.  
Vineyard Golf Club Housing – Edgartown 

(#484-M4) Application incomplete. 
 
LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision  
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley at 
extension 18 or check the website)  
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