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Tisbury Traffic 
Study Results 

The MVC prepared a traffic 
impact analysis of the Tisbury 
Planning Board’s proposal to create 
a system of roads connecting State 
Road and Edgartown-Vineyard 
Haven Road. The aim of the proposal 
is to relieve the congestion at the 
present intersection of these two 
roads, to improve safety, and to 
serve as a network of streets for a 
new mixed-use neighborhood. 

Each day during peak season, 
almost 30,000 cars pass through the 
intersection of State and Edgartown – 
Vineyard Haven Roads, making it 
one of the most congested on the 
Island. Last summer, the MVC carried 
out an origin-destination study to help 
estimate how much traffic could be 
diverted if the new roads were built. 
We found that even during the peak 
season, most vehicles are driven by 
year-round residents, many with a 
single occupant.  

The traffic analysis suggests 
that congestion would be largely 
relieved, provided all three new 
connections are made to State Road, 
namely Evelyn Way, High Point Lane 
and Holmes Hole Road. A warrant is 
being presented at Town Meeting to 
authorize a look at the feasibility of 
possible layouts for the roads.  

Spring Forum on Planting 
the Vineyard Way 

 The dilemma facing managers of the State Forest is essentially 
the one we face in our backyards: when is it appropriate to use non-
native species? This will be the topic of the first of two Spring Forums on 
Sustainability the MVC is hosting. It will take place on Saturday, April 2 
from 2-4 p.m. at the Martha's Vineyard Agricultural Hall.  

Some would argue that we should systematically restore the 
native habitat, such as the globally rare sandplain habitat of the outwash 
plain covering much of the Island.  Others favor restoring the farm fields 
that covered most of the Island a century ago. It is also suggested that 
regrowth since agriculture’s heyday created new habitats that merit 
preservation, and do a good job screening all the houses built since then. 
Many people want to grow at least some exotic (non-native) plants on 
their properties, to satisfy a particular interest. One could make a case 
that, in limited quantities, this can enrich our environment and do little 
harm, as long as non-invasive species are chosen. Tim Boland, Executive 
Director of The Polly Hill Arboretum, will introduce the basic principles of 
ecologically based planting 
practices. 

In the State Forest, a key 
question is what to do with the 
500 acres of red and white pine 
that were planted in the 1950’s 
for commercial forestry, but are 
now ravaged by disease and 
decay. Should they be harvested 
now? If so, what should replace 
them? Tim Simmons, Restoration 
Ecologist of the State Natural 
Heritage Program will discuss 
this recent debate. 
 This leads us to our own properties. Should we feel guilty if we 
want to plant pink petunias in our backyards? Are large, mowed green 
lawns appropriate? One strategy that seems to have merit is keeping the 
areas of non-native species relatively small -- with gardens and a lawn 
area close to the house – and then using native species on the rest of the 
property. Tim Boland will address the question of how individual property 
owners could think through these questions.  
 The forum is open to the public free-of-charge and is part of 
Sustainability Day, being organized by The Polly Hill Arboretum in 
cooperation with the Martha's Vineyard Commission, the MV Agricultural 
Society, and the MV Chamber of Commerce. This event, from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at the Ag Hall, also features a Sustainability Marketplace, with 
local products and information, as well as a series of practical 
demonstrations, films and lectures on a variety of topics. Parking is free. 

  
  



2004 Forum 
Proceedings 
Available  

Proceedings of the Martha’s 
Vineyard Commission’s popular 2004 
series of forums “Looking at the 
Vineyard with an Eye to the Future” are 
now available at 
www.mvcommission.org and at the 
town libraries.  Video DVD’s of all four 
forums are also available at the 
libraries.   

The proceedings should be of 
interest not only to those who attended 
the forums or saw them on MVTV, but 
to all Vineyarders. They provide a 
good overview of four of the key issues 
facing Martha's Vineyard, topics that 
will be looked at as part of the 
comprehensive Island-wide planning 
effort that the Commission will 
undertake starting this fall.  

The series included: 
• Smart Growth: Where Should the 

Vineyard Grow?  
• View From The Road: How Can We 

Preserve Our Rural Roadsides?  
• Trends In The Trades: How Will 

Changes Affect Our Businesses and 
Jobs?  

• Clams And Kayaks: How Can We 
Protect Our Coastal Ponds? 

The Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission produced the forum series 
in celebration of its 30th anniversary, 
with the cooperation of the All-Island 
Selectmen and funding from the Edey 
Foundation.  
 

www.mvcommission.org  

MARTHA’S VINEYARD COMMISSION 
Box 1447, Oak Bluffs, MA 02557  
Phone: 508-693-3453    
Fax: 508-693-7894 
info@mvcommission.org 

New 
Commissioners 

The Chilmark and West Tisbury 
Boards of Selectmen have appointed 
their new representatives to the 
Commission for 2005.  

Chris Murphy, the new 
Selectmen’s Appointee from 
Chilmark, is a fisherman and former 
member of the Chilmark Planning 
Board. He replaces Jennie Greene 
who leaves the Commission after 
long years of service, many as the 
Clerk-Treasurer.  

Jim Powell, the West Tisbury 
Selectmen’s Appointee, is a Spanish 
teacher at the MV High School. Born 
and raised on the Vineyard, he is a 
member of the West Tisbury Finance 
Committee. He replaces Bob 
Schwartz.  

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, March 16 12:30am 
     MV Water Alliance  
      MVC Offices  

Thursday, March 24 7:30pm 
     Lessons from Nantucket   
      MVC Offices  

Saturday, April 2 
10am-5pm Sustainability Day  

     2-4 pm MVC Forum – 
Backyards and the State 
Forest 

      MV Agricultural Hall  

Wednesday, April 6 10:00am 
     Joint Transportation 

Committee 
      MVC Offices 

Wednesday, April 13 5:00pm 
     All-Island Housing Committees  
      MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates. 
 

DRI Status Report   
The following are current Developments of 
Regional Impact.  
South Mountain – Expansion of office, 

storage, and shop, West Tisbury (# 562-
M2) Approved 2/17/05.  

UPS at Carroll Trucking – Expansion of 
UPS facility, Tisbury, (#532-M2) 
Remanded to town 2/17/05.  

ADV Realty Trust – Residential 
Development, Oak Bluffs (#583) 
Withdrawn. 

Vineyard Youth Tennis – Modification of 
MVC Conditions, Oak Bluffs, (#539M) PH 
3/17/05.  

45 Circuit Avenue – Reconstruction of 
historic structure, retail/residential, Oak 
Bluffs (#585) PH 3/17/05 
Vineyard House – (#582) 2nd LUPC t.b.d. 
Vineyard Gardens – Garden center, West 

Tisbury (#581) Application incomplete.  
Cozy Hearth – Subdivision, Edgartown, 

(#584) Application incomplete.  
1986 Evelyn Way Trust – construction 

of warehouse and office space, Tisbury 
(#576) On hold at Applicant’s request 

Tarkiln Subdivision – Edgartown (#470-
M3) On hold at Applicant’s request.  

Vineyard Golf Club Housing – 16 units 
of housing, Edgartown (#484-M4) 
Application incomplete. 

 
LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision  
WD Commission vote on written decision  
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley at 
extension 18)  
 

Lessons from 
Nantucket 
The public is invited to hear John 
Pagini, retiring Executive Director 
of the Nantucket planning 
commission, share his thoughts 
with the MVC about rural roads, 
Island-wide planning and other 
topics. Thursday, March 24, 7 :30 
p.m. 

 


