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Island-Wide 
Planning’s 
Next Phase 

 The MVC is outlining a 
proposal for how to carry on the 
comprehensive Island-wide 
planning efforts initiated with the 
recently completed Community 
Development Plans.  

“These plans gave us a 
good understanding of where we 
are,” said MVC Executive 
Director Mark London. 
“However, we as an island 
community still have to come to 
grips with where we are heading 
and whether we are satisfied with 
that future. The planning effort 
should deal with the rate and 
location of development as well 
as various specific topics such as 
water quality, transportation, 
affordable housing and the 
economy.” 

The advice of various 
individuals and Island entities will 
be sought over the next month as 
to how the process should be 
organized.  

You are Invited to the 
MVC’s 30th Anniversary 
Celebration on November 5 

The Martha's Vineyard Commission will celebrate its 30th 
anniversary with a dinner to be held at the new Agricultural Hall in West 
Tisbury on Friday, November 5, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is invited 
to attend. 

MVC Chair Jim Athearn invites current and former Commissioners, 
Selectmen, members of other Island boards and organizations, and other 
friends of the Martha's Vineyard Commission to join Senator Rob 
O’Leary and Representative Eric Turkington in what promises to be a 

delightful evening.   
This is a way of 

honoring the volunteer 
efforts of your friends 
and neighbors who have 
served on the 
Commission over the 
past thirty years, efforts 
that have contributed so 
greatly to making 
Martha's Vineyard the 
special place it remains 
today.  

The evening, 
organized in 
cooperation with the 

Martha's Vineyard Agricultural Society, will start with hors d’oeuvres and 
music. A buffet dinner will celebrate the Vineyard harvest by including 
local Island foods. After dinner, you will enjoy WIMP’s particular view of 
Island life. A limited quantity of Island wines will be served and you are 
invited to BYOB. Tickets cost $40. 

Please reserve your place before Wednesday, October 27 by 
calling Jackie Campbell at the MVC at 508-693-3453, by email to 
campbell@mvcommission.org, or by sending a check to the MVC with 
the names of those who will be attending the dinner.  
 

Energy Upgrade 
The MVC offices are now much more energy efficient, thanks to Cape Light 

Compact’s upgrading of light fixtures, windows and doors. Thanks also to 
T.M.Araujo for picking up the scrap materials without charge. 

We expect to have news next month about planned building renovations.  
 



Transportation 
Improvement 
Program 
Adopted  

The Martha's Vineyard Joint 
Transportation Committee adopted 
the 2005-09 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). The local 
projects to be funded with federal 
and state funds are:  
• 2005 – Roundabout at the Blinker 

intersection, Oak Bluffs; 
• 2005 – Various transit 

improvements; 
• 2006 – William Street Historic 

District Enhancement Project, 
Tisbury; 

• 2006 – Reconfiguration of the 
intersection of State and Old 
County Roads. 

From 2007 to 2009, possible 
projects include: 
• Lake Avenue Infrastructure Projects  
• Martha’s Vineyard Transit Authority 

enhancement projects 
• County Road infrastructure 

preservation projects 
• Five corners area infrastructure 

preservation projects 
• Herring Creek Road Bike Path 
• West Tisbury walkway 

enhancement projects 
• Tisbury Park and Ride improvement 

projects 
Federal and State funding for 

local projects averages about 
$375,000 a year. The TIP must now 
be ratified by MassHighway and the 
Executive Office of Transportation.  
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Pictometry  
has arrived! 

Pictometry has arrived!  A series 
of detailed aerial Vineyard images is 
now available from the MVC for 
towns and other public entities.  

Pictometry combines high-
resolution color aerial imaging with a 
custom software program that allows 
measuring distance, height, location, 
and area, and also accessing 
elevation and bearing information.  
Information obtained from this 
software can benefit safety agencies, 
homeland security, emergency 
responders, assessors, and planners. 
The images were made available by 
MassHighway and are being 
delivered through regional planning 
agencies. Delivery was delayed by a 
year, as issues of homeland security 
were resolved.  

Representatives from towns and 
public organizations are invited to 
attend one or more of the following 
training sessions. (Note that the 
software is not for public use and the 
training sessions are not open to the 
general public.) 
1. Administrator – A web-based 

training session for the person who 
will be responsible for installing 
the Pictometry software in each 
Town. Oct. 7th, 11:00am at MVC.  

2. End User – An in-person, non-
hands-on training session 
conducted by Pictometry 
employees for all staff that will be 
using the software. Oct. 7th, 
1:30pm at MVC and Oct. 21st, 
1:00pm at MVC (attend only one). 

3. Advanced User – An in-person 
hands-on training session 
conducted by Pictometry 
employees for the primary users of 
the software (GIS and/or 
AutoCAD experience desired). 
Nov. 4th, 1:00pm at Mass 
Highway in Boston. 

 

DRI Status Report    
The following are current Developments 
of Regional Impact.  

SodaPops – Change of ownership, 
Tisbury (#485M-2), Modification 
approved September 30, 2004 

Dukes County Savings Bank at 
Nobnocket – New bank branch 
and back office with a small 
daycare, Tisbury (#578) Approved 
Sept. 30, 2004. WD Oct.21, 2004 

4 Causeway Road – Construction 
of an office building with 
apartments, Tisbury (#574): PH 
October 7, 2004  

Vineyard Golf Club Housing - 
16 units of housing, Edgartown 
(#484M-4) Referral received June 15, 
2004 

1986 Evelyn Way Trust - 
construction of warehouse and 
office space, Tisbury (#576) On 
hold at Applicant’s request 

Tarkiln Subdivision – Edgartown 
(#470M-3) On hold at Applicant’s 
request 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley at extension 
18 and Jo-Ann Taylor at extension 19) 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
 
Wednesday, October 6, 5 pm 
Island Affordable Housing 
Committees 
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, October 20, 12:30 pm 
M.V. Water Alliance 
Wampanoag Tribal Headquarters  

Friday, October 22, all day 
Cape and Islands Regional 
Planning Alliance  
On Nantucket 

Wednesday, October 27, all day 
Energy Tour  
Off-Island 

 


