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Housing
Certification and
Inventories

In August, the MVC and Dukes
County Regional Housing Authority
(DCRHA) worked with town-appointed
liaisons to apply for the Department of
Housing and Community Development’s
(DHCD) Executive Order 418 Housing
Certification Program.

This program offers incentives
to towns to increase the supply of
affordable housing. Towns that receive
certification are awarded bonus points
for certain competitive discretionary
grant programs and are eligible for non-
competitive grant programs. For
example, last year the county received
discretionary state grant funds to
implement a housing rehabilitation
program that benefited all of the Island
towns.

Cities and towns across the
Commonwealth must re-apply annually
for housing certification. Each year the
standards for housing certification
become more stringent. As a
requirement for certification this year, a
housing strategy must be submitted with
the housing certification application.
None of the towns on Martha’s Vineyard
has completed a housing strategy but
the MVC is assisting all of the towns in
preparing EO 418 Community
Development Plans that will include such
strategies.

This is the fourth year of the EO
418 Housing Certification process and
the first year that the towns had to
demonstrate that newly constructed
housing units were being built. This past
month the towns of Edgartown, Oak
Bluffs, Tisbury and West Tishury have
received provisional housing certification
from DHCD. Currently, DHCD is
reviewing applications from the Towns of
Chilmark and Aquinnah.

Christine Flynn

In a related matter, this Fall, the
MVC and the DCRHA will assist all
Island towns by coordinating data
collection efforts to respond to a DHCD
request to update town Chapter 40B
Subsidized Housing Inventories.
“Creating and maintaining an accurate
affordable housing database is an
important step when discussing various
strategies to address the different
components of the affordable housing
issue,” said Christine Flynn, MVC's
Affordable Housing and Economic
Development Planner.

“DHCD’s Chapter 40B
Subsidized Housing Inventory is
outdated for some of the Island towns,”
Flynn said. “The housing certification
process and the updating of inventories
will help the towns move forward with
their plans to develop more affordable
housing.”

Land Court
Upholds MVC
Authority Over 40B

The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Superior Court has
confirmed the authority of the Martha's
Vineyard Commission over 40B
affordable housing developments.

In May of this year, Land Court
Judge Peter Kilborn, sitting in Superior
Court, ruled that the MVC was not a
“local board” within the meaning of
chapter 40B and had authority over 40B
projects. In June, CK Associates filed a
motion that claimed that the court had
erred and asked it to amend its judgment
on the basis of a March 2003 Supreme
Judicial Court decision to the effect that
the Dennis Historic District Committee
was a local board.

In its October 29, 2003
decision, the Land Court denied the
motion by CK Associates and upheld the
Commission’s authority. “Judge Kilborn
reached the conclusion that the MVC
performs regional functions rather than
local functions,” Judge Charles Trombly
said in the latest decision. “I find nothing
in the Dennis decision which compels a
different result.”

MVC counsel, Eric Wodlinger
said, "The MVC and the Town of Oak
Bluffs worked closely together to defend
the Kilborn decision and we are very
pleased with the result.”



Island Business
Survey Launched

The Martha's Vineyard Chamber of
Commerce and the Martha's Vineyard
Commission have joined forces to carry out
the most extensive business survey ever
undertaken of Island businesses.

The aim of e Vineyard 2003
Business Survey is to get a clear picture of
the operations, concerns and changing
needs of the Vineyard's growing business
community — year-round and seasonal,
visitor-based or not — in order to improve
transportation, economic development,
planning, and services on the Island. The
Chamber of Commerce and the Commission
invite every Island business to fill out and
return the survey form It is strictly
confidential and will be tabulated by the
University of Massachusetts — Amherst

Any Island business that did not
receive a survey and would like to participate
can pick up a copy at the Chamber, the
Commission, or at any Island library, or can
request a copy from Lin Wheadon by e-mail
at lwheadon@mvy.comor by phone
508.693.4486 x10. The deadline for returning
completed forms is Monday, November 10.

Joint Transportation
Committee

The JTC is the Island’s
transportation advisory group, made up of
representatives of the Towns and county as
well as of private citizens. MVC, the MVTA,
the SSA and MassHighway have ex-officio
members.

The Joint Transportation
Committee has decided that, henceforth, it
will meet on the first Tuesday of each month
at 10 a.m. The public is welcome to attend
JTC meetings.

The JTC worked to oversee the
preparation of the Island’s Regional
Transportation Plan, the Transportation
Improvement Program and a work program
outlining transportation planning related
tasks funded by MassHighway.

In preparation for next year's activities, it is
time to consider the JTC's 2004
membership. Anyone interested in being a
member should indicate his or her interest to
the MVC's transportation planner David
Wessling (wessling@ mvcommission.org).

EO 418
Community
Development
Plans

The MVC is working with all six
Island towns to prepare Executive Order
418 Community Development Plans.
This involves using Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) to document
various data, to analyze which
undeveloped land is most suitable for
open space and natural resource
protection and which is most suitable for
such development as housing or for
economic development, and to
document strategies for achieving
objectives in each area.

For example, the housing
component involves a two-tiered process
for data collection and mapping. The
first part of this process will be creating
an affordable housing database for each
town. This database will include but will
not be limited to the state’s Chapter 40B
Subsidized Housing Inventory which
designates housing for individuals and
families earning 80% or less than the
area median income. The information
from the database will be converted to a
GIS map to visually demonstrate where
affordable housing units are located
throughout the island. The second part
of this process will involve creating an
affordable housing suitability map and an
affordable housing strategy for each
town.

Creating these maps for all
three Community Development Plans will
demonstrate the interrelatedness of each
plan component and clarify trade-offs in
determining whether an area is more
appropriately designated for
development or protected as open
space.

DRI Status Report

The following are current Developments of
Regional Impact.

- CK Associates - 320 unit Chapter 40B,
Oak Bluffs (#555, denied 10/23/03)

- Jenny Lane - 13-unit affordable housing
project, Edgartown (#573, Post-PH 11/6/03)

- M.V. Electricians, Inc. — Construction of
office building with 4 apartments, Tisbury
(#566, PH 11/6/03)

- Windfarm - 6-lot subdivision, Oak Bluffs
(#432-M3, pre-PH 11/3/03)

- Estrella Yoga Studio - Studio &

Apartment, West Tisbury (#506-1, pre-PH
11/10/03)

- Goldsborough Subdivision -
Commercial 3 lot subdivision, Tisbury
(#489-3)

- Jardin Mahoney - Construction of com
mercial greenhouse, Oak Bluffs (#528-2)

- B.A.D.D. Co. - 32 Lot subdivision,
Edgartown (#551M)

- Mayhew-South Realty Trust - 6 lot
residential subdivision, Chilmark (#572)

- 4 Causeway Street — Construction of an

office building with apartment, Tisbury
(#574)

Scheduled dates of review by the Land Use Planning
Cammittee (LUPC), Public Hearings (PH), and votes on the
written decision (WD). Full Commission meetings unless
otherwise noted.

Volunteers

The Commission is looking for volunteers.
One person to clip newspaper articles
about the Commission and related issues.
Can be done at home.
Several people to assist in organizing a
series of events that engage the
community on various planning issues.

If you are interested, please call MVC

Administrator, Jeff Wooden.
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