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State Forest Study 
Completed  

In August, the MVC completed 
a yearlong project funded by the Depart-
ment of Environmental Management 
(DEM) to assess the Manual Correllus 
State Forest as a component of water 
resource, recreational and land use 
systems.  MVC Staff involved included 
Bill Veno, Chris Flynn, Cindy Tyminski, 
Bill Wilcox and intern Tonya Jilek.  Our 
Global Positioning (GPS) and 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
were used to map features in the field 
and to convert this data into useful maps.  
Components studied include: 
• The State Forest offers a natural 

system buffer to help maintain the 
south shore Great Ponds’ water 
quality.  Bill Wilcox prepared summary 
reports on the 2002 water quality in 
Edgartown and Tisbury Great Ponds 
under this contract.   A draft evaluation 
of the potential utility of the inlet 
through the barrier beach as a pond 
management tool was prepared for 
Tisbury Great Pond.  

 

• The Dr. Fisher Road, a popular 
walking trail, was mapped along the 
northern boundary of the Sate Forest 
to its eastern end.  Locations were 
marked where the path is overgrown, 
crossed by other paths, encroached 
on by abutters, has posts or is gated.   

• Land use within 1000 feet of the State 
Forest boundary was identified from 
assessors’ records and mapped with 
GIS on an assessor’s base map 
overlying the USGS map.  This map 
will provide planners with a tool to 
evaluate threats such as wildfire to 
immediate neighbors and for planning 
future management of the Forest.

 

  
 

Transportation 
Documents  

 
the federal government. It includes 
funding for the construction of a 
roundabout at the “Blinker” 
intersection of Barnes and the 
Edgartown – Vineyard Haven Road. Endorsed  

• The Unified Planning Work Program 
describes the transportation planning 
tasks to be carried out by the MVC in 
the coming year.  

Three Vineyard transportation 
documents were endorsed by the Martha's 
Vineyard Commission and the Board of the 
Vineyard Transit Authority in early  

The documents should be 
endorsed by the Executive Office of 
Transportation and Construction and the 
Massachusetts Highway Department 
over the next few weeks, before 
submittal to the Federal Highway 
Administration.  

September.   
• The Regional Transportation Plan, 

updated every three years, outlines 
the Vineyard’s transportation issues 
and proposals to deal with them. It 
was prepared by the MVC for the 
Martha’s Vineyard Joint 
Transportation Committee (JTC) 
which represents all Island towns. 

Once this is done, the Regional 
Transportation Plan will be distributed to 
town Boards of Selectmen, planning 
boards and libraries, and copies of all 
final documents will be available at the 
Commission offices. 

• The Transportation Improvement 
Program lists transportation projects to 
be carried out in the next five years, 
particularly those funded by  

  



Summer 2003 Water 
Resource Program  

During July and August MVC 
staff Bill Wilcox and Tonya Jilek together 
with UMASS School of Marine Science 
personnel, shellfish constables Dave 
Grunden (Oak Bluffs), Paul Bagnall  
(Edgartown) and Derek Cimeno  
(Tisbury) and Lab Manager Hilary Crook 
(Wampanoag Tribe Natural Resource 
Department) carried out a sampling 
program in nine coastal ponds with 
funding from the Department of 
Environmental Protection.   

The goal of the summer 
program was to define the water quality 
of each system as a basis for specific  
management programs for the ponds 
and their watersheds. An extensive  
database is required for each pond to  
qualify for entry into the Commowealth’s 
Estuaries Project that will focus high 
power technology and know-how to 
evaluate each pond’s needs.  A  
significant step was made toward  
building the database this summer. 

SMAST personnel collected 
sediment cores from Tashmoo and 
Lagoon Pond to evaluate the release of 
nutrients from the sediment.  Remote 
meters were set at six locations in these 
two ponds for 30 days to continuously 
record dissolved oxygen, temperature 
and salinity.   

MVC collected tidal data and 
water samples from Edgartown Great, 
Lagoon, Tisbury Great and James ponds 
with funding support from the Great 
Pond Foundation, Tisbury Great Pond 
Riparian Owners and the Edey 
Foundation.   

Under a grant from the Coastal 
Pollution Remediation program to the 
Towns of Oak Bluffs and Tisbury, Tonya 
Jilek, MVC water resource intern, has 
mapped the locations of storm water 
catch basins with GPS.  The goal of the 
program is to identify two problem areas 
for preliminary engineering design that 
will provide a strong basis for 
construction grants under this program. 
 

 

 

 

New MVC  
GIS Specialist 

Christine Seidel has joined the 
MVC Staff as our GIS Specialist, 
replacing Cindy Tyminski who is 
relocating to Vermont.   

Chris holds a M.A. in 
Geography from the University of 
Connecticut and a B.S. in Biology from 
the University of Pittsburgh.  She brings 
to the Commission over five years 
experience in GIS analysis, cartography, 
and data management.   

Upon earning her masters 
degree she joined Science Applications 
International Corporation (SAIC) in 
Newport, RI where she rose to the 
position of GIS Manager and Senior 
Analyst. She worked with a variety of 
clients such as the Massachusetts 
Coastal Zone Management Agency, the 
US Army Corp of Engineers, and the US 
Environmental Protection Agency.   

In the upcoming months, Chris 
will be working on open space, housing 
and other plans for the towns as part of 
the Community Development Plans 
(EO418) that the MVC is preparing for 
the six Island towns. She will also be 
working on transportation plans.  

Chris’ expertise should prove 
valuable to the Commission and as a 
resource for the towns as they 
increasingly embrace GIS technology. 

We welcome Chris to our staff 
and wish her all the best in making a 
smooth transition from Newport to 
Martha’s Vineyard. 

DRI Status Report    
The following are current Developments of 

Regional Impact.  
• Island Elderly Housing  - Woodside 

Village VI – Construction of 9 units of 
housing under a comprehensive permit, 
Tisbury (#568, approved 9/4/03, WD 10/2/03) 

• Island Elderly Housing  - Aidylberg II – 
Construction of 5 units of housing under a 
comprehensive permit, Tisbury (#569, 
approved 9/4/03, WD 10/2/03) 

• CK Associates – 320 unit Chapter 40B, 
Oak Bluffs (#555, post-PH 9/29/03) 

• Jenny Lane – 13-unit affordable housing 
project, Edgartown (#573, PH 10/2/03) 

• M.V. Electricians, Inc. – Construction of 
office building with 2 apartments, Tisbury 
(#566, pre-PH 9/29/03) 

• Windfarm – 6-lot subdivision, Oak Bluffs 
(#432-M3, pre-PH 11/3/03) 

• Goldsborough Subdivision – 
Commercial 3 lot subdivision, Tisbury 
(#489-3) 

• Jardin Mahoney – Construction of com-
mercial greenhouse, Oak Bluffs (#528-2) 

• B.A.D.D. Co. – 32 Lot subdivision, 
Edgartown (#551M) 

• Humphrey’s Bakery – Bakery/Takeout 
restaurant, Tisbury (#570) 

• Mayhew-South Realty Trust – 6 lot 
residential subdivision, Chilmark (#572) 

• 4 Causeway Street – Construction of an 
office building with apartment, Tisbury 
(#574) 

Scheduled dates of review by the Land Use Planning 
Committee (LUPC), Public Hearings (PH), and votes on the 
written decision (WD). Full Commission meetings unless 
otherwise noted.  
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