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THE MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION 
 
MVC Undertakes 
Major Data Collec-
tion Program  

Draft Regional 
Transportation 
Plan Release 

• Bus: a brief survey about transit 
trips; 

• Lodging: an in-depth survey focus-
ing on short-term visitors; 

• Business: an in-depth survey of 
Island businesses. Where do Vineyard visitors 

come from? How much money do 
different categories of visitors spend 
and what do they purchase? What 
percentage of vehicles traveling 
through congested intersections 
could be rerouted? We don’t have the 
answers to these and many other 
basic questions.  

A draft version of the Island’s 
updated Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP) will be released on July 23.  

The Data Collection Program 
was initiated and is being coordinated 
by the MVC. It is being carried out in 
cooperation with the Steamship Au-
thority and MassHighway, with the par-
ticipation of the Chamber of Com-
merce, the MV Airport and the Vine-
yard Transit Authority. 

Updated every three years, 
the plan incorporates recent changes, 
particularly with respect to population 
information, modifications to the Is-
land’s transportation system and 
newly defined objectives or possible 
actions.  The Center for Economic De-

velopment at UMass Amherst and the 
Louis Berger Group, transportation 
consultants, will assist the MVC in car-
rying out the survey. Two intern Mas-
ters students, Steve Bonavita and 
Jarita Sadler, will do most of the leg-
work. 

To fill in the gaps of our un-
derstanding of the Vineyard, the Mar-
tha's Vineyard Commission will help 
the Island community renew its data 
planning bases this the summer and 
fall, to carry out several surveys.  
Since census data provides consid-
erable information about permanent 
residents, the focus will be on travel, 
visitors and business. 

The RTP serves as the basis 
for the Transportation Improvement 
Program and outlines the framework 
for transportation planning to be car-
ried out over the next few years as 
part of an anticipated Island-wide 
community-based planning effort. 

We ask for everyone’s help in 
taking a few minutes to fill out the sur-
vey form, if you are one of the lucky 
ones to be chosen. 

 The release will take place at 
a forum to be held at the Oak Bluffs 
School (see notice on page 2).  
 The plan is prepared by the 
Martha's Vineyard Commission for 
the Martha’s Vineyard Joint Trans-
portation Committee (JTC) made up 
of representatives of all Island towns 
as well as of private citizens. The 
release marks the beginning of a 30-
day public comment period.  

 
The Martha's Vineyard 
Commission regrets 
the passing of Norman 
Friedman, the Com-
mission’s devoted 
administrator from its 

founding in 1974 until his retirement in 
1992.   At its June meeting, the JTC 

recommended that the construction 
of a roundabout at the “Blinker” inter-
section of Barnes and the Edgartown 
– Vineyard Haven Road be the prior-
ity project for federal funding through 
MassHighway in 2004. 

 Six different surveys are 
planned: 

 

• Ferry: an in-depth survey asking 
visitors and residents as they leave 
the Island; 

• Airport: similar to the ferry survey; 
• Roadside: a brief survey about the 

origin and destination of vehicular 
trips; 



Source Water Pro-
tection Study 
Completed 

Martha’s Vineyard Commission 
staff completed and released the report 
Martha’s Vineyard Source Water Protec-
tion Project in June 2003.  The report 
includes assessment of nutrient loading 
and other important planning considera-
tions for the Zone II’s for the supply wells 
for the three down-Island towns.  The 
findings include recommendations for 

protection of existing supplies, as well as 
implications for growth management 
planning.   

The recently terminated Massa-
chusetts Watershed Initiative funded the 
project.  Coastal Planner Jo-Ann Taylor 
was principal investigator.  The report is 
available from Jo-Ann on CD-ROM.  She 
may be reached at extension 15 or by e-
mail at taylor@mvcommission.org. 
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You are invited to talk 
Transportation on July 23 

The Roundabout 
Improving Safety at the 

“Blinker” Intersection 
   
An informational and discussion meeting 
sponsored by the Town of Oak Bluffs 
and the Martha’s Vineyard Commission. 

  
6:30-7:30 P.M. 

 

Regional Transportation 
Plan Update 

 
A presentation of the Plan’s principal 
findings and recommendations, with an 
opportunity for initial public comment. 
Sponsored by the Martha’s Vineyard 
Joint Transportation Committee. 
 

 7:30-9:30 P.M. 
  

For more information or a copy of the Plan 
please call the Martha’s Vineyard Commis-
sion (508-693-3453). We invite your com-
ments in writing, or at a second meeting to 

be held in August. 
Both events will be held in the Com-

munity Room of the Oak Bluffs 
School on Trade Winds Road  

  
 
  
  

 

DRI Status Report    
The following are current Developments of 

Regional Impact.  
• Bridge Housing – Construction of 32 

units of affordable housing under a com-
prehensive permit, Tisbury (#560, approved 
5/29/03, WD 6/19/03) 

• Island Elderly Housing  - Woodside 
Village VI – Construction of 9 units of 
housing under a comprehensive permit, 
Tisbury (#568, post-PH 8/11/03) 

• Island Elderly Housing  - Aidylberg II – 
Construction of 5 units of housing under a 
comprehensive permit, Tisbury (#569, post-
PH 8/11/03) 

• Goldsborough Subdivision – Commer-
cial 3 lot subdivision, Tisbury (#489-3, PH 
8/7/03) 

• CK Associates – 320 unit Chapter 40B, 
Oak Bluffs (#555, Pre-PH 8/4/03, PH 8/14/03) 

• Jenny Lane – 13 unit affordable housing 
project, Edgartown (#573, PH 8/7/03) 

• Humphries Bakery – Bakery/Takeout 
restaurant, Tisbury (#570, Pre-PH 8/18/03) 

• Mayhew-South Realty Trust – 6 lot resi-
dential subdivision, Chilmark (#572) 

• B.A.D.D. Co. – 32 Lot subdivision, Edgar-
town (#551M) 

• Jardin Mahoney – Construction of com-
mercial greenhouse, Oak Bluffs (#528-2) 

• M.V. Electricians, Inc. – Construction of 
office building with 2 apartments, Tisbury 
(#566) 

Scheduled dates of review by the Land Use Planning Com-
mittee (LUPC), Public Hearings (PH), and votes on the 
written decision (WD). Full Commission meetings unless 
otherwise noted.  
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