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THE MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION 
 
Oak Bluffs Votes 
to Remain in MVC 

Island Towns and 
MVC Get Community 
Development Grants  On May 13, 2003, the people of 

Oak Bluffs voted down a ballot ques-
tion to withdraw from the Martha's 
Vineyard Commission 1031 to 933.  

The vote on the hotly contested is-
sue was the culmination of three years 
of controversy with townspeople split 
over a proposal to build a golf course in 
the Southern Woodlands District of 
Critical Planning Concern. The latest 
proposal included between 30 and 42 
market and affordable houses and was 
denied by the MVC last October, 
following two previous denials for 
similar golf developments.  

The campaign pitted two opposing 
citizens’ committees, the Island’s two 
newspapers and the town’s selectmen 

against each other. 
After the vote, in a letter addressed 

to the selectmen and people of Oak 
Bluffs, MVC Chair Jim Athearn and 
Executive Director said, “No matter 
what anyone’s feelings are about the 
outcome, at least this very difficult 
and divisive process is now over. 
With the decision now made, it is 
time to move on to a new stage of 
dialogue and cooperation.  

“The fact that the residents of 
Oak Bluffs chose to remain in the 

Commission, despite the very tempt-
ing offers and serious concerns re-
lated to the golf course project, dem-
onstrates that they believe it is in 
their long-term interests to maintain 
the special protection that the Legis-
lature put in place to ensure that the 
Vineyard’s unique character and en-
vironment are respected, in harmony 
with our sustainable local economy. 

The Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts has awarded grants totaling 
$180,000, under Executive Order 418, 
the Community Development Planning 
Program, to the six Towns of the Vine-
yard. 

“We have many challenges 
ahead as development pressure con-
tinues to increase and carefully man-
aging growth becomes even more 
difficult. As a result of the vote, every 
town of the Vineyard and Gosnold 
can continue to play an important 
part in planning our very interde-
pendent future. 

The six $30,000 grants will allow 
each Town to prepare GIS mapping to 
plan for appropriate growth manage-
ment. The MVC played a lead role in 
working with the Towns to apply for 
these grants. It will coordinate and 
carry out the work on behalf of the 
Towns. The planning work, to be com-
pleted by June 2004, will focus on open 
space, housing, resource protection, 
and economic development.   

The grants are being funded by the 
Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development, the Executive Office 
of Environmental Affairs, Department of 
Economic Development, and the Mas-
sachusetts Highway Department. They 
are a follow-up to the Build-Out Studies 
released last year.   “The Commissioners and staff 

are committed to continue working on 
the revitalization of the Commission 
and are pleased that Oak Bluffs will 
play a part in this effort. One of the 
many goals is improving communica-
tions and coordination between the 
towns and the MVC.” 

 “This grant will allow the MVC 
to follow through with our commitment 
to do pro-active, community-based 
planning in cooperation with the 
Towns,” said Commission Chair, Jim 
Athearn. “This will help Vineyarders 
move ahead in defining what kind of 
future we want and what we have to do 
to achieve it. Having all six towns do 
this work together will make it easier to 
look at these critical issues in a coordi-

Now that the campaign is over, 
they “look forward to a period of heal-
ing and collaboration.” 

 
 



nated, Island-wide way.”  New 
MVC Administrator 

Jeffrey Wooden has been named 
Administrator of the Martha's Vineyard 
Commission. He will be responsible for 
financial, personnel and other administra-
tive aspects of the Commission’s opera-
tions.  

Jeff was formerly a business executive 
for a national management-consulting firm 
and, for the past few years, was Director of 
Operations for a Pennsylvania-based 
charitable organization. A seasonal Vine-
yard resident for 15 years, he will be mov-
ing to his home in Edgartown in a few 
weeks. 

“I look forward to working closely with 
the Commissioners, the Executive Director 
and the staff in the process of revitalization 
the Commission,” Jeff said. 

Mr. Wooden replaces Irene Fyler who 
was with the Commission for seven years 
and was Administrator for four years. Last 
year, she served as Acting Executive Di-
rector during the transition period after 
Chuck Clifford left and Mark London came 
on board. She is going back to her original 
profession as a paralegal.  

“Irene will be sorely missed. We are 
looking forward to having someone of 
Jeff’s vast experience join the team,” Ex-
ecutive Director Mark London concluded. 
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GIS Helps Coordinate 
Planning Information 

When landscape architect Cindy 
Tyminski became the MVC’s GIS 
Coordinator two years ago, the 
Commission had just acquired the 
equipment and software to allow it to utilize 
Geographic Information Systems in its 
planning efforts.   

GIS allows computer-based integration 
of maps and data, tying information to 
specific locations. Examples range from an 
overview of the Vineyard’s population 
density to detailed assessors’ information 
on a specific property.  

Cindy has started mapping the Island’s 
land use, zoning, open spaces, and 
watersheds. She just completed mapping 
of land uses within the areas of protection 
(Zone II) of public wells in conjunction with 
a study being carried out by Jo-Ann Taylor, 
the MVC’s coastal planner.  

Cindy initiated creation of an Island 
GIS users group to allow towns and other 
entities to coordinate their GIS efforts.  
 

DRI Status Report    
The following are current Developments of 

Regional Impact. 
• AT&T – Construction of a cellular tower, 

West Tisbury (#561, approved, 5/1/03; WD 
approved 5/22/03) 

• Island Elderly Housing  - Hillside Vil-
lage III – Construction of 5 units of hous-
ing under a comprehensive permit, Tisbury 
(#564, approved 5/22/03) 

• Tisbury Wharf – Relocation of an existing 
building to harborfront property, Tisbury 
(#565, approved 5/1/93; WD approved 
5/22/03)  

• Bridge Housing – Construction of 32 
units of affordable housing under a com-
prehensive permit, Tisbury (#560, Post PH 
5/29/03) 

• Island Elderly Housing  - Woodside 
Village VI – Construction of 9 units of 
housing under a comprehensive permit, 
Tisbury (#568, LUPC pre-PH 6/2/03) 

• Island Elderly Housing  - Aidylberg II – 
Construction of 5 units of housing under a 
comprehensive permit, Tisbury (#569, 
LUPC pre-PH 6/2/03)  

• Goldsborough Subdivision – Three-lot 
subdivision, Tisbury (#489-3, LUPC pre-
PH 6/9/03) 

• B.A.D.D. Co. – 32 Lot subdivision, Edgar-
town (#551M, upcoming) 

• Jardin Mahoney – Construction of a 
commercial greenhouse, Oak Bluffs 
(#528-2, upcoming) 

• M.V. Electricians, Inc. – Construction of 
an office building with 2 apartments, Tis-
bury (#566, upcoming) 

Scheduled dates of review by the Land Use Planning Com-
mittee (LUPC), Public Hearings (PH), and votes on the 
written decision (WD). Full Commission meetings unless 
otherwise noted.  
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