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Vineyard “Way
Ahead of the
Curve”

Speaking to a meeting of the All-
Island Selectmen on April 16, Sena-
tor Rob O’Leary said that the Vine-
yard is “100 miles ahead of the
curve when it comes to Smart
Growth.” Vineyarders may not al-
ways appreciate what they have
achieved compared to other places in
the Commonwealth, especially as a
result of the special powers afforded
by the MVC.

The
Romney
administra-
tion and par-
ticularly the
new Chief of
Common-
wealth De-
velopment,
Doug Foy, is
a great ad-
mirer of the
way the
Vineyard has been doing smart de-
velopment for a generation, O’Leary
said. They are looking to the Vine-
yard, and to a lesser extent the Cape,
as models for the rest of the state.

He also reminded people
that the MVC is the only planning
entity in the Commonwealth that
has jurisdiction over 40B affordable
housing developments.

‘ Margo Fenn, Executive Director of the Cape Cod Commission ‘

Cape and Island
Commissions
Plan Cooperation

On Friday, March 14, the Mar-
tha's Vineyard Commission hosted
an all-day forum of Commissioners
from the MVC, the Cape Cod
Commission, and the Nantucket
Planning and Economic Commis-
sion, following a similar joint ses-
sion in Hyannis last year.

In the morning, we compared
our methods of dealing with afford-
able housing. In the afternoon, we
got updates on the Commonwealth’s
new transportation policy, including
the prospect of making federal
transportation funds available for
community and rural roads, without
having to change the design.

The day ended with an agree-
ment to have the three Commis-
sions work more closely together to
learn from each other’s best prac-
tices and to promote the special
needs of the Cape and Islands.

Commission
Adopts Short-
term Changes

At its meeting on April 17, the
Martha's Vineyard Commission
adopted 26 short-term improve-
ments and authorized Executive Di-
rector Mark London, to start imple-
menting them over the next few
months.

These are among the short,
medium and long-term actions pro-
posed in the document “Looking at
the Commission”. This review of
the Commission’s operations with
recommendations for improvements
was prepared by the Executive Direc-
tor and given to the Commission in
March. It includes 13 general recom-
mendations, 38 specific recommen-
dations and a total of 131 concrete
actions to achieve them. Six actions
had already been implemented by
the time the report was published.

Christina Brown, Chair of
the Land Use Planning Committee
that reviews Developments of Re-
gional Impact, said that several
other possible improvements are
already being tried on an experimen-
tal basis. “We now have LUPC
meetings during the hearing process
at which the Commissioners, the
applicants and members of the pub-
lic can try to work out issues in a
positive, problem-solving mode, be-
fore the hearings close and no fur-
ther discussion is possible. This is
helping find solutions for the appli-
cant and other concerned parties in
a productive way.”

A list of the adopted short-
term actions is available from the
Commission.



MVC Awarded
Water Quality
Grant

The Martha’s Vineyard
Commission has been notified by
the Executive Office of Environ-
mental Affairs (D.E.P. - Bureau of
Resource Protection) that it is one of
only four agencies, out of twenty
that applied, to be awarded funding
this year under the 604b Water
Quality Management Planning Pro-
gram. The $35,124 grant is for the
collection, processing and laboratory
analyses of some 196 water samples
from Squibnocket, Menemsha,
Chilmark, Tashmoo, Farm, Senge-
kontacket, Cape Pogue and Poucha
Ponds and Oak Bluffs Harbor.

“The goal of the project is
to take a step toward the requisite
three years of water quality data for
a coastal pond to qualify for the
Commonwealth’s Estuaries Project,”
explained MVC Water Resources
Planner Bill Wilcox. “Once in the
Estuaries Project, University of Mas-
sachusetts School of Marine Science
experts will take the final steps to-
ward the preparation of state-of-the-
art numerical models for each pond
as the basis for the calculation of a
nitrogen-loading limit tailored to the
characteristics of each water body.
At this time, Edgartown Great Pond
is the only Vineyard pond in the Es-
tuaries Project.”

One crucial aspect of the
program is the local match consist-
ing of the support of the Wam-
panoag Tribe of Aquinnah, the
Chilmark Pond Association and the
Shellfish Departments of Edgartown,
Oak Bluffs and Tisbury. The data
collected will be added to that pro-
duced by studies funded in the past
by Towns and pond associations
since the early 1990s. The project is
expected to start in mid-July and the
fieldwork will be completed by mid-
September.

MVC and VTA to

represent Island
The Vineyard’s Joint Transportation
Committee and the All-Island Se-

lectmen’s Association both endorsed

the nomination of representatives of
the MVC and the Vineyard Transit
Authority to sit on the Cape and
Islands Transit Coordinating Coun-
cil. The Commission named Execu-
tive Director Mark London as its
representative.

Free Business Work-
shops

On April 28, the MVC will
host two free workshops on The
Fundamentals of Starting Your
Own Business and on Understand-
ing Financial Statements, in keep-
ing with its mandate to encourage
harmonious economic develop-
ment.

For information or to register
for these workshops, run by the
South Eastern Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, call Chris-
tine Flynn, extension 13.

DRI Status Report

The following are current Devel-
opments of Regional Impact.
Bridge Housing — Construction
of 30 units of affordable housing
under a comprehensive per-

mit, Tisbury #560, post PH
LUPC 5/03)

AT&T - Construction of a Cel-

lular tower, West Tisbury #561,
Cont. PH 5/1/03)

Island Elderly Housing - Hill-
side Village 111 — Construction of
5 units of housing under a com-

prehensive permit, Tisbury
(#564, Cont. PH 5/1/03)

Tisbury Wharf — Relocation of
an existing building to harbor-

front property, Tisbury #565, PH
5/1/03)

B.A.D.D. Co. - 32 Lot subdivi-

sion, Edgartown #551M, LUPC
4/28/03)

Jardin Mahoney — Construction
of a commercial greenhouse,
Oak Bluffs (#528-2)

M.V. Electricians, Inc. — Con-
struction of an office building

with 2 apartments, Tisbury
(#566)

In March, the MVC welcomed
Jacqueline Campbell, our new staff
secretary.

The two selectmen elected in
the Town of Oak Bluffs election,
Roger Wey and Greg Coogan, both
ran on a platform of the Town
remaining in the MVC. Fewer
than a quarter of the votes were for
candidates favoring the Town’s
withdrawal.
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Colonial Drive Real Estate —
Conversion of an office building
to retail (#444-2, Approved)
Cottrell — Construction of an
office building with an apart-
ment, Tisbury #562, Approved)
Tapestry Holdings — Demolition
& reconstruction of an existing
business & apartments — The

Scottish Bakehouse, Tisbury
(#563, Approved)

Church Street Landing — Reno-
vation of a commercial structure
creating 4 or more offices, Tis-
bury #567, Approved)

Island Cove Mini-Golf — Modifi-
cation — addition of a climbing

wall, Tisbury (#345M-3, non-
concurrence — no further MVC action)

Scheduled dates of review by the Land Use

Planning Committee (LUPC), Public Hear-
ings (PH), and votes on the written decision
(WD)



