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THE MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION 
 
Pictometry 
comes to the 
Vineyard 

A series of high-resolution, 
digital aerial photographs of the 
Vineyard will be made available to 
all Towns on the Vineyard by the 
Martha's Vineyard Commission, 
thanks to an agreement between 
MassHighway, Pictometry Inter-
national and the thirteen Regional 
Planning Agencies of the Com-
monwealth.  

This new technology will al-
low Town agencies to utilize high-
resolution color aerial photography 
of the Island and Gosnold taken 
from orthogonal (straight down) 
and oblique (angled) views. We 
will then be able to locate and ac-
curately measure the height, width 
and length of any feature in our 
digital images including buildings, 
trees, water features and roads. 
Assessors, fire fighters, police, 
planners, conservation commis-
sions and engineers have used this 
technology successfully in other 
communities.  

MassHighway is financing a 
basic set of “community” images. 
At a briefing session for Town and 
County officials hosted by the 
MVC on March 4, there was con-
siderable interest in trying to pool 
various budgets to obtain higher 
resolution “neighborhood” images, 
at least for parts of the Island.  

Images should be available by 
late summer. 

 
  

 

 

Looking at the 
MVC - Report  

The Martha's Vineyard 
Commission received a review of 
its operations and recommenda-
tions for improvements, prepared 
by its new Executive Director, 
Mark London.  

Since he took over as Execu-
tive Director of the Martha’s 
Vineyard Commission last Octo-
ber, Mark spent much of his first 
five months carrying out a detailed 
examination of the mandate and 
operations of the Commission, 
with a view to outlining a blue-
print for its revitalization.   

This exercise included fifty in-
depth interviews with people who 
have dealt with the Commission 
in varying capacities, including 
Town leaders, project applicants, 
representatives of various Island 
organizations, current and several 
former Commissioners, and MVC 
staff. He also reviewed the results 
of several previous efforts at the 
MVC and elsewhere to look at 
commission practices.  
 The Commissioners gave 
him free rein to carry out this 
analysis of the Commission and to 
 
 

 

 
process as he saw fit, to write a full 
make the recommendations that 
he felt appropriate.  The result is a 
43-page document entitled “Look-
ing at the Commission”. It is be-
ing sent to all Selectmen on the 
Island, is available at public librar-
ies and, free, from the Commis-
sion. It includes 13 general rec-
ommendations, 38 specific rec-
ommendations and a total of 131 
concrete actions to achieve them.  
 The Commission has not 
yet reviewed this document but, 
over the coming months, can use 
it as a springboard to prepare an 
action plan for revitalization of the 
Commission. 

The Commission also 
welcomed a proposal to set up a 
Task Force that would examine 
the Role of the MVC in the 21st 
Century, should this be the desire 
of the Island community. One 
possible structure would be to 
have one representative named by 
each of the six Towns, six named 
by the Commission and six other 
Islanders named by the County 
Commissioners. This Task Force 
could be set up after the spring 
elections and be given several 
months to hold hearings and for-
mulate recommendations. 



DRI Status Report    
 The following are current Devel-
opments of Regional Impact.  
• Colonial Drive Real Estate – Con-

version of an office Building to 
Retail (#444-2, LUPC Post-PH 
3/24/03, Vote 4/3/03) 

• Bridge Housing – Construction of 
32 units of affordable housing 
under a comprehensive permit, 
Tisbury (#560, mid-hearing 
LUPC 3/17/03, PH 3/20/03) 

• AT&T – Construction of a Cellu-
lar tower, West Tisbury (#561, 
PH 3/13/03) 

 
 

• Cottrell – Construction of an of-
fice building with an apartment, 
Tisbury (#562, Vote 3/13/03) 

• Tapestry Holdings – Demolition & 
reconstruction of an existing busi-
ness & apartments – The Scottish 
Bakehouse, Tisbury (#563, ap-
proved, Vote WD 3/13/03) 

• Island Elderly Housing  - Hillside 
Village III – Construction of 5 
units of housing under a compre-
hensive permit, Tisbury (#564, 
PH 4/3/03) 

• Tisbury Wharf – Relocation of an 
existing building to harborfront 
property, Tisbury (#565, PH 
4/10/03) 

• Church Street Landing – Renova-
tion of a commercial structure cre-
ating 4 or more offices, Tisbury 
(#567, PH 4/3/03) 

• Island Cove Mini-Golf – Modifica-
tion – addition of a climbing wall, 
Tisbury (#345M-3, LUPC 
3/31/03) 

• Jardin Mahoney – Construction of 
a commercial greenhouse, Oak 
Bluffs (#528-2) 

• M.V. Electricians, Inc. – Construc-
tion of an office building with 2 
apartments, Tisbury (#566) 

Scheduled dates of review by the Land Use 
Planning Committee (LUPC), Public Hear-
ings (PH), and votes on the written decision 
(WD) 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE MARTHA’S VINEYARD COMMISSION 
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453   FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

 
 It’s been a busy few weeks. 
On March 11, I finished off my 
report on the Commission (see 
page 1).  
 On March 14, we will be 
hosting a forum of Cape and Is-
land Commissions. More about 
this in the next newsletter.  
 
   Mark London 
   Executive Director 
 

Oak Bluffs to vote on          
withdrawal from MVC 
 May 14, 2003 is the date 
that citizens of Oak Bluffs will vote 
in a special election on the possibility 
of withdrawing from the MVC. In 
late February, Commission Chair-
man Jim Athearn delivered a state-
ment to the Joint Committee study-
ing the Town’s home rule petition. It 
supported the Town’s right to with-
draw while summarizing the negative 
impact that this could have on the 
Town and on the Vineyard as a 
whole.  
 

Watershed Initiative 
On February 28, the MVC 

hosted a meeting of the Vineyard 
Basin Team to discuss how to 
carry on after the ending of the 
Commonwealth‘s Watershed Ini-
tiative, a victim of state budget 
cuts. It was agreed that we would 
all pitch in to carry on as best we 
can. Two teams were formed: 
Education & Outreach and Science 
& Planning. The latter includes 
MVC Water Resources Planner, 
Bill Wilcox and MVC Coastal 
Planner Jo-Ann Taylor. 

 


