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New

Commissioners

At the beginning of this year,
the MVC welcomed five new
Commissioners elected last No-
vember or appointed by the Towns
or County. Megan Ottens-
Sargent, formerly the appointed
member from Aquinnah, now fills
the position of elected member-at-
large from Aquinnah.

Linda DeWitt — the Edgartown
Selectmen’s appointee, is a regis-
tered nurse who also works as a
floral designer and radio news pro-
ducer.

Deborah Moore - elected
member-at-large from Aquinnah,
co-owner of an educational con-
sulting and software corporation
and former Martha’s Vineyard
Land Bank Commissioner.

Katherine Newman - ap-
pointed member from Aquinnah,
is also on the Town’s Zoning
Board of Appeals. A former psy-
chologist, she has moved from
family systems to ecosystems..

Paul, Deborah, Doug, Katherine, and
Linda

Douglas Sederholm — elected
member-at-large from Chilmark,
is an attorney. He also serves on
the Chilmark Finance Advisory
Committee.

Paul Strauss — appointed to
represent the County, is also a
County Commissioner. He is a
retired engineer of scientific in-
struments and has served on the
Oak Bluffs Conservation Commis-
sion

I’d like to welcome our new
Commissioners and | look forward
to working with the whole Com-
mission in the new year.

Note that newsletters will now
be bear the date of the upcoming
month. There is no newsletter
dated January 2003.

Mark London

MVC Executive Director

Water News

Wetlands Restoration: Three
leaders in the field of wetlands
restoration outlined the various
programs offering technical and
financial aid at a well-attended
presentation held on January 10,
Christy Foote-Smith, the director
of the Massachusetts Wetlands
Restoration and Banking Program,
Eric Hutchins of Marine Fisheries
and Bruce Carlisle of Coastal Zone
Management. The session in-
cluded a discussion of the desir-
ability of carrying out an inventory
of the Island’s restricted tidal-flow
ponds.

Docks and Piers: On January
29, Truman Henson, Regional
Coordinator of the Office of
Coastal Zone Management, met
members of Island Conservation
Commissions at the MVC offices.
He discussed the impacts and
regulatory issues related to piers
and docks.

Watershed Initiative: In late
January, the Romney administra-
tion ended the Commonwealth’s
Watershed Initiative. Under the
aegis of this program, the MVC
and other Island entities had car-
ried out several water-resource
assessment projects. Patti Kellogg,
the Cape and Island Team Leader
had been instrumental in making
the Vineyard Basin Team a suc-
cess. The Basin Team meeting on
February 28 at 9:30 am, will dis-
cuss how best to carry on.



DRI Status
Report

The following are current De-
velopments of Regional Impact.
- Kingdom Hall - construction, West
Tisbury (approved 2/6/03)
- Colonial Drive Real Estate -
Conversion of an office building

to retail, Tisbury #444-2, PH
closed)

. Tisbury Inn - Modification of an

earlier decision, Tisbury #550,
remanded back to the Town 2/6/03)

- Bridge Housing - Construction
of 32 units of affordable housing

under a comprehensive permit
(#560, PH 2/13/03)

- AT&T - Construction of a Cel-

lular tower, West Tisbury #561,
LUPC Pre-PH 2/3/03)

- Cottrell - Construction of an
office building, with an apart-
ment, Tisbury #562, PH 2/20/03)

- Tapestry Holdings - Demolition
and reconstruction of an existing
business and apartments — The

Scottish Bakehouse, Tisbury
(#563, PH 2/6/03, LUPC 2/10/03)

- Island Elderly Housing — Hillside
Village 111 Construction of five
units of housing under a com-
prehensive permit, Tisbury
(#564, PH 3/6/03)

- Tisbury Wharf - Relocation of an
existing building to harbor-front
property, Tisbury (#565)

- M.V. Electricians, Inc. - Con-
struction of an office building,

with two apartments, Tisbury
(#566)
Scheduled dates of review by the Land Use
Planning Committee (LUPC), Public Hear-
ings (PH), and votes on the written deci-
sion (WD)

Pia Webster to

West Tisbury

Pia Webster, MVC Staff Secre-
tary for the past four years, has
been named Executive Secretary of
the Town of West Tisbury. We are
delighted for Pia, although her in-
telligence, diligence, energy and
dedication to the mission of the
Commission will be sorely missed.

Megan, Rihard, Linda, Christina and Jim
(Jennie was away, working on the budget)

Incoming
Officers

Five new Commission officers
took office in January.

Jim Athearn, Chair — first
elected member-at-large from Ed-
gartown in 2000. He is owner of
Morning Glory Farm and has
served on the Edgartown Planning
Board.

Linda Sibley, Vice Chair -
elected member-at-large from
West Tisbury, and a former Chair-
man, is the longest-serving
member of the MVC. She is the
owner of the Vineyard Electronics.

Jane A. Greene, Clerk-
Treasurer — member appointed by
the Chilmark Selectmen, is Hous-
ing Administrator for the Aquin-
nah Wampanoag Tribal Housing
Authority.

Christina Brown, Chair of the
Land Use Planning Committee
and elected member from Edgar-
town is Assistant to the Edgartown
Planning Board.

Richard Toole, Chair of the
Planning Economic Development
Committee — elected member-at-
large from Oak Bluffs, is a former
Chair of the Commission and last
year was Chair of LUPC. Richard
has his own carpentry/caretaking
business. Megan Ottens-Sargent,
elected member-at-large from
Aguinnah, will serve as Co-Chair
and works in conservation plan-
ning and real estate.

Short Updates

- Community Development Plans:
Five Island Towns have confirmed
their participation in the Com-
monwealth‘s program to prepare
Community Development Plans.
They have also all agreed that the
MV C will be the contractor who
will prepare these plans. “Follow-
ing on from the Buildout Study,
this will really help the Vineyard
communities compile a good in-
formation base for planning how
we want to manage growth on the
Island,” said MVC Community
Planner Bill Veno, who is coordi-
nating the effort.

- Transportation Forum: On a chilly
winter evening, 17 Island residents
gathered in the MVC conference
room, fireside style. Moderated by
Beth Toomey, who presides over
the Joint Transportation Commit-
tee, the night’s topic was transpor-
tation in its many forms. Lenny
Jason and Larry Mercier began by
speaking of the need to manage
land development. Mark London
agreed, saying that transportation
is directly related to the kind of
growth we’re going to have. Linda
Sibley linked stabilizing the Island
economy, growth controls and the
need to reduce travel. SSA repre-
sentative Kathryn (Cassie) Roessel
added that without “political will”
there’s no direction. As part of the
Regional Transportation Plan up-
date, another Forum will occur in
mid-April.

- Changes to Approved Projects: As
a result of some confusion as to
when changes to an approved proj-
ect are significant enough to be re-
ferred back to the MVC, the Com-
mission issued a guidance
document, available from our of-
fices.
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