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February 25, 2025   
                              
Tabulation of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funding Received in Dukes County, 2021-2024 
 
Background 
 
The federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) allocated $1.9 trillion to addressing the impacts of Covid-19, including $350 billion 
in State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds. The $130.2 billion Local Fiscal Recovery Fund included $65.1 billion for counties, $45.6 billion 
for cities, and $19.5 billion for governments serving fewer than 50,000 people. The $219.8 billion State Fiscal Recovery Fund included 
$195.3 billion for the states and District of Columbia, and $20 billion for tribal governments. Funding for Dukes County and its seven 
towns, along with specific agencies, was distributed through various legislation and programs, as outlined in this report.  
 
Eligible uses for the state and local funds were initially limited to (1) addressing the public health and economic impacts of the 
pandemic, (2) providing premium pay to essential workers, (3) providing government services commensurate with revenue loss, and (4) 
investments in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure. Other eligible uses were added in 2023, including emergency relief from 
natural disasters, surface transportation infrastructure, and projects that would be eligible under the federal Community Development 
Block Grant (CDGB) program. Funds were required to be obligated by Dec. 31, 2024, and spent by Dec. 31, 2026. (The spending deadline 
for transportation and CDGB-eligible projects is Sept. 30, 2026.)  
 
Summary of ARPA funds allocated in Dukes County  
 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (2021 and 2022) .................................................................................. $2,503,448 (possibly more) 
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds for Tribal Governments ....................................................... $1,736,111 (possibly more) 
Revenue replacement funds ............................................................................................................ $1,903,472 (possibly more) 
State Essential Employee and Premium Pay program (2022 and 2023) .......................................... $1,694,000 (based on $500/recipient) 
State Arpa Bill Earmarks (2021) ....................................................................................................... $400,000 
State FORWARD Act (2022) 
 Earmarks .............................................................................................................................. $250,000 
 Other spending .................................................................................................................... $159,448 
TOTAL ............................................................................................................................................... $8,646,479 (possibly more) 
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Breakdown 
 
Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (tranches one and two, 2021 and 2022) 
 
https://www.mass.gov/doc/clfrf-allocations-0/download 
 
These funds were allocated to US counties, cities, and local governments. Funding for the Vineyard went directly to the towns, or was 
distributed to the towns through Dukes County. The data here show only receipts, not expenditures. Non-entitlement government units 
are defined as those serving fewer than 50,000 people. 
 

Town US Treasury 
classification 

Municipal allocation County distribution 
amount 

Total Total per capita (2019 
population) 

Aquinnah Non-entitlement $16,747 $33,494 $95,650 $299 
Chilmark Non-entitlement $96,504 $179,088 $275,592 $299 
Edgartown Non-entitlement $455,099 $844,548 $1,299,647 $299 
Gosnold Non-entitlement $7,850 $14,568 $22,418 $299 
Oak Bluffs Non-entitlement $488,488 $906,510 $1,394,998 $299 
Tisbury Non-entitlement $428,722 $795,600 $1,224,322 $299 
West Tisbury Non-entitlement $303,957 $564,068 $868,025 $299 
TOTAL  $1,797,367 $3,337,876 $5,180,652 $299 

 
 
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds for Tribal Governments 
 
The Wampanoag Tribe does not share information about federal funding with the public. However, it is known that ARPA allocated $20 
billion to tribal governments, including $1 billion that was to have been distributed equally among the 576 eligible tribes, so each would 
have received at least $1,736,111. The remaining $19 billion is not publicly accounted for. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/clfrf-allocations-0/download
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Revenue Replacement program (as reported in Local Gov. ARPA Investment Tracker) 
 
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYTA0ZGEyMDAtMTU3YS00NTg5LThiMjYtNGJlODUzZTczYjQwIiwidCI6IjRjODM1NGJjLWJjNGQtN
DRmYS05ZTEyLTg0ZDIxMWE5ZWU2YSIsImMiOjF9 
 
The entities who spent ARPA money on revenue replacement were not required to specifically account for how the money was spent, as 
long as they met the revenue replacement requirements. The self-reported spending for Dukes County shown here is apparently not 
accounted for in the other categories and may not be comprehensive. 
  

Project overview Total obligated Purpose 
Admin. Fees for legal, CPA and County Cost to set up and administer the 
ARPA forms, approval and payment of ARPA projects $182,750  Provision of Gov. Services 
Perform necessary upgrades to the WWTF [Wastewater Treatment  
Facility] at the MV Airport $1,500,000  Provision of Gov. Services 
Septic system upgrades for Island residents $220,721.76  Provision of Gov. Services 
TOTAL $1,903,472   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYTA0ZGEyMDAtMTU3YS00NTg5LThiMjYtNGJlODUzZTczYjQwIiwidCI6IjRjODM1NGJjLWJjNGQtNDRmYS05ZTEyLTg0ZDIxMWE5ZWU2YSIsImMiOjF9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYTA0ZGEyMDAtMTU3YS00NTg5LThiMjYtNGJlODUzZTczYjQwIiwidCI6IjRjODM1NGJjLWJjNGQtNDRmYS05ZTEyLTg0ZDIxMWE5ZWU2YSIsImMiOjF9
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State Essential Employee and Premium Pay program (first and second rounds, 2022 and 2023) 
 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/coronavirus-state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-fund-cslfrf#coronavirus-local-fiscal-recovery-fund-(clfrf)- 
 
The state does not have data for how much of this funding was paid per town, only the number of recipients, and the available data is 
not broken down for rounds one and two. The totals here assume that each essential worker received $500, although the amount per 
worker decreased to $250 in the second round.   
 

Town % of population Total recipients 
Aquinnah Less than 10% 14 
Chilmark 15-20% 202 
Edgartown 15-20% 914 
Gosnold Less than 10% 5 
Oak Bluffs 10-15% 556 
Tisbury More than 20% 1,369 
West Tisbury Less than 10% 328 
TOTAL  3,388 x $500 per person = $1,694,000 

 
 
State ARPA Bill earmarks (Chapter 102, enacted Dec. 2021) 
 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/earmarks-from-the-american-rescue-plan-act-arpa-spending-bill 
 

Description Location Amount Administering state agency 

Housing for homeless women in MV1 MV $300,000  
Dept. of Housing and Community 
Development 

Norton Point Beach Dune Restoration in Edgartown2 Edgartown $100,000  
Department of Conservation 
Resources 

TOTAL  $400,000   
 
Earmark Language: 
1 “…to Harbor Homes of MV for homelessness prevention efforts and funding to house homeless women.” 
2 “…to nourish and restore beach dunes and restore coastal habitat on Norton Point Beach in the town of Edgartown.” 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/coronavirus-state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-fund-cslfrf#coronavirus-local-fiscal-recovery-fund-(clfrf)-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/earmarks-from-the-american-rescue-plan-act-arpa-spending-bill
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State FORWARD Act (Chapter 268, enacted Nov. 2022 using the unallocated State Fiscal Recovery Fund balance) 
 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/chapter-268-of-the-acts-of-2022-economic-development-bill-earmarks 
 

• Earmarks 

Earmark description Location Amount Administering state agency 
Island Food Pantry Central Distribution Hub3 Tisbury $100,000  Dept. of Agricultural Resources 
Island Health Care Clinic Expansion4 Edgartown $150,000  Exec. Office of Health and Human Services 
TOTAL  $250,000   

 
Earmark language: 
3 “…for Island Grown Initiative, LTD to create a central distribution hub for the Island Food Pantry in order to address food insecurity on Martha’s Vineyard.” 
4 “…for dental and primary care clinic expansion.” 
 

• Other spending (health and human services workforce stabilization payments for public safety) 

Payee  Department Start date End date Amount obligated Amount spent 

Gosnold, Inc.  
Exec. Office of Health and Human 
Services 1/1/2022 1/31/2022 $54,041 $54,041 

Martha's Vineyard 
Community Dept. of Children and Families 7/1/2021 6/30/2022 $42,518  $42,518  
Martha's Vineyard 
Community Dept. of Children and Families Not available Not available $18,581  $18,581  
Martha's Vineyard 
Community Dept. of Public Health 7/1/2021 6/30/2022 $10,689  $10,689  
Martha's Vineyard 
Community Mass Rehabilitation Commission 10/1/2021 6/30/2022 $24,518  $24,518  
Martha's Vineyard 
Community 

Exec. Office for Administration  
and Finance 10/1/2021 6/30/2022 $9,101  $9,101  

TOTAL     $159,448 
 
 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/chapter-268-of-the-acts-of-2022-economic-development-bill-earmarks
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State-administered programs with spending in Dukes County 
 
The MA Office of Administration and Finance (ANF) was not able to provide data for spending through state-administered programs in 
Dukes County (e.g. the purchase of supplies at a hardware store in order to administer a program). According to the ANF, numerous 
programs, beyond premium pay and paid sick leave, spent money in Dukes County, but the state’s accounting-level data does not 
indicate where the funds were expended. A list of vendors was also not available.  
 
 
Contact: 
 
Alex Elvin 
MVC Research and Communications 
(774) 563-5363 
elvin@mvcommission.org 
 
 
 
  


