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6. TRANSPORTATION

2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022
Passengers 2,244,441 2,287,999 2,466,757 2,435,308 1,687,833 2,327,346
Automobiles 455,894 466,900 496,785 502,117 449,380 510,862
Trucks 42,617 47,344 50,343 53,526 47,999 59,233
Total vehicles 498,511 514,244 547,128 555,643 497,379 570,095

Ferry travel: The number of vehicles traveling to and from the Vineyard on Steamship Authority (SSA) ferries has increased by 
about 19%, and the number of passengers by about 9%, in the last decade. During the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, passenger, 
automobile, and truck traffic on SSA ferries declined by about 30%, 11%, and 10% respectively, compared to the previous year. 

Passengers, automobiles and trucks carried to and from Martha’s Vineyard on SSA ferries, 2012-2022*
Source: Steamship Authority monthly business reports

*In 2009, the SSA no longer classified any non-commercial trucks of any length as 
automobiles. In 2021, the SSA began reclassifying trucks less than 20’ as automobiles and 
restated all previous years to reflect the same. - SSA
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Cars parked at the Woods Hole, Falmouth, and Cataumet lots (for Vineyard ferries), 2012-2022
Source: Steamship Authority monthly business reports

2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022
January 4,030 3,667 3,944 3,418 3,753 2,844
February 3,487 2,883 3,130 3,577 3,765 3,092
March 3,865 3,489 4,482 3,844 2,615 4,059
April 7,726 6,842 7,274 7,158 628 7,125
May 12,952 12,078 14,418 13,640 2,600 13,696
June 15,207 16,476 17,043 16,073 7,668 16,028
July 26,056 25,439 28,519 27,410 15,644 23,263
August 26,479 28,607 28,094 26,602 17,425 24,302
September 15,899 15,514 16,710 17,761 13,378 15,132
October 9,683 10,794 11,519 10,970 8,038 10,535
November 5,384 5,149 5,740 5,352 3,547 6,095
December 3,836 3,941 4,304 4,568 2,496 4,485

The number of vehicles parked at the Woods Hole, Falmouth, and Cataumet lots, which serve Vineyard travelers, declined signifi-
cantly in 2020 due to the pandemic. Numbers have since rebounded, especially in the spring and fall, although summer parking in 
2022 remained below 2019 levels. 
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Number of excursion automobiles by month and year: Martha’s Vineyard, 2012-2022
Source: Steamship Authority monthly business reports

2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

January 11,745 11,467 11,756 11,736 12,942 10,635

February 11,567 11,136 11,994 11,713 12,595 11,540

March 13,275 13,133 12,912 10,727 8,279 13,539

April 13,745 13,801 14,172 14,063 2,962 14,195

May 12,728 13,143 13,590 13,737 5,817 13,055

June 10,758 10,736 11,235 11,384 8,978 10,933

July 8,415 8,768 8,464 8,815 8,763 9,297

August 8,647 8,136 8,787 9,022 9,039 9,408

September 11,923 12,730 12,125 11,414 10,649 12,175

October 12,913 14,118 14,370 14,861 13,143 14,870

November 13,795 14,433 15,154 15,446 11,503 14,818

December 15,363 15,592 15,477 15,503 12,176 15,011

Total 144,874 (29%) 147,193 (32%) 150,036 (30%) 148,421 (30%) 116,846 (26%) 149,476 (29%)

Excursion fares for vehicles are those purchased by Island residents for a discount. The rides must be round-trip and originate on 
the Island. The total number of excursion fares drops in summer, perhaps due to less space on the ferries or more residents being 
occupied with work on the Island, and peak in December. Excursion fares declined 24% in 2020, reaching a low of 2,962 in April, as 
a result of the pandemic. Annual excursion fares have since rebounded to pre-pandemic levels, including in the summer.

Blue = percent of total automobile trips
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Other licensed ferries: Monthly passengers, 20012–2022 (2-year intervals)
Source: Steamship Authority monthly business reports

1 Stopped running in 2016
2 Stopped running in 2012
3 Started running in 2012
4 Started running in 2010

In addition to the Steamship Authority, three other licensed ferry companies serve the Vineyard, but only for passengers, and typically 
not in the winter. Between 2012 and 2022, the Hy-Line high-speed ferry out of Hyannis saw the most growth in ridership (141%), fol-
lowed by the SeaStreak New Bedford service (58%), and Falmouth Ferry Service (12%). SeaStreak also saw an 84% decline in ridership 
for its New York City service in the same period. Hy-Line, SeaStreak, and Falmouth Ferry saw considerable drops in service as a result of 
Covid-19 in 2020 (49%, 27%, and 53%, respectively). Ridership on all but the New York City route had rebounded as of 2022. 
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Air travel: As with the Steamship Authority, the Martha’s Vineyard Airport sees most of its travel business in the summer, with 
only Cape Air operating year-round. The total number of passenger boardings (enplanements) grew about 38% between 
2012 and 2022, despite a significant decline during the pandemic. At the same time, the total number of takeoffs (opera-
tions) has declined by 37% in the last 22 years, reflecting a similar trend in the national aviation industry. 

Total ferry passengers (SSA and non-SSA), 2012-2022 (2-year intervals)
Source: Steamship Authority monthly business reports

SSA SSA and non-SSA

2012 2,244,441 2,421,436

2014 2,287,999 2,468,526

2016 2,466,757 2,652,673

2018 2,435,308 2,651,178

2020 1,687,833 1,823,198

2022 2,327,346 2,560,219

Enplanements by month, 2018-2022*
Source: Martha’s Vineyard Airport

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Jan 502 446 604 249 394
Feb 534 360 583 204 456
March 590 467 266 374 600
April 679 473 26 542 781
May 1,728 1,689 102 2,299 2,012
June 5,502 5,239 718 9,405 10,876
July 10,811 14,282 4,158 17,030 18,029
Aug 10,884 17,043 4,406 19,390 23,530
Sept 5,733 6,487 3,077 10,250 10,508
Oct 2,940 2,559 1,056 4,702 3,857
Nov 712 693 370 928 822
Dec 470 613 291 619 591
Total 41,085 50,351 15,657 65,373 69,039

Annual passenger enplanements, 2012-2022*
Source: Martha’s Vineyard Airport

2022 69,039
2021 65,992
2020 15,657
2019 50,351
2018 41,085
2017 48,000
2016 53,000
2015 49,000
2014 51,000
2013 54,000
2012 50,000

* Counted as one-way.

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

Th
ou

sa
nd

s

SSA passengers

SSA + non-SSA passengers

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

Enplanements

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Enplanements by Month, 2022



72  Martha’s Vineyard Statistical Profile | 2023

Airport operations, 1990-2022
Source: Federal Aviation Administration, Air Traffic Activity Systems

According to the Massachusetts Vehicle Census, the number of active electric vehicles on Martha’s Vineyard has increased about 73% 
since 2020, compared to a 4% increase in the number of fossil fuel vehicles. This is similar to the statewide increase of about 70%, 
although the Vineyard has seen a sharper increase in plug-in hybrids and a softer increase in all-electric vehicles, and the number of fossil 
fuel vehicles statewide has decreased by about 1%. Electric and hybrid vehicles now make up about 5% of the total in Dukes County. 

Active vehicles by town and type, 2020-2023
Source: MA Dept. of Transportation (Vehicle Census)

2020 2021 2022 2023

Aquinnah 504 502 503 554

Chilmark 1,697 1,758 1,860 1,886

Edgartown 6,920 6,825 7,213 7,396

Gosnold 43 32 37 39

Oak Bluffs 6,084 6,078 6,405 6,436

Tisbury 6,157 5,910 5,861 5,900

W. Tisbury 3,743 3,826 4,140 4,530

Total 25,148 24,931 26,046 26,741
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2020 2021 2022 2023 Percent change, 
2020-2023

Passenger 23,466 23,285 24,279 24,870 6.0

Truck 987 961 1,034 1,094 10.8

Motorcycle 516 497 500 534 3.5

Other 179 188 233 243 35.8

Total 25,148 24,931 26,046 26,741 6.3

Advanced type:

   Fossil fuel 24,417 24,107 25,013 25,475 4.3

   Hybrid electric 529 578 672 752 42.2

   Electric 141 172 248 352 149.7

   Plug-in hybrid 61 74 113 162 165.6

   Total hybrid and electric 731 824 1033 1266 73.2
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Traffic counts at six locations, 2020-2022 (quarterly)
Source: MVC
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1992 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 2022 Total

Aqu. 1 3 7 5 2 2 4 24

Chil. 16 29 3 24 0 9 5 86

Edg. 91 141 75 24 39 42 43 455

Gos. 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

O.B. 109 147 112 83 74 71 38 634

Tis. 93 147 94 82 78 58 74 626

W. Tis. 26 25 14 12 35 42 5 159

Total 338 492 305 230 228 224 169 1,986

Vehicle crashes: County, 1992-2022
Source: Registry of Motor Vehicles: Accident Records System (1992–
2001), Crash Data System (2002–2022)

Average crashes by town, 1992-2022
Source: Registry of Motor Vehicles: Accident Records System (1992–
2001), Crash Data System (2002–2022)

Vehicle crashes on the Island were about 35% more com-
mon in 2022 than 2012, but have declined significantly 
from a high of 552 in 1994. Not surprisingly, most crashes 
have occurred down-Island, where there are more vehi-
cles, roads, and busy intersections. 

Miles of VTA bus routes per town2

Source: MVC 2023 based on 2020 VTA route map.  
See map, page 128

Aquinnah 6.53

Chilmark 16.59

Edgartown 19.57

Oak Bluffs 17.1

Tisbury 10.74

West Tisbury 16.94

County 87.47

Miles of shared-use paths by town, 2023
Source: MVC
See map, page 128

Chilmark 0

Edgartown 18.84

Aquinnah 0

 Gosnold 0

Oak Bluffs 8.99

Tisbury 1.59

 West Tisbury 7.47

County 36.89

Official road centerline mileage: All roads, 2017
Source: MassDOT Road Inventory Report, 2022, and MVC
See map, page 127

MassDOT roads are maintained by the state, and 
town-accepted roads are maintained by the towns 
through which they run. “Other” in this case may refer to 
unaccepted, county, or federal roads. 

MassDOT
Town-
accepted Other

Total 
centerline 
miles

Chilmark 7.73 14.11 0 21.84

Edgartown 7.25 45.43v 1.2 53.88

Aquinnah 4.1 8.36 1.51 13.97

Gosnold 0 2.01 0 2.01

Oak Bluffs 4.72 36.22 4.07 45.01

Tisbury 3.16 21.61 2.23 27

W. Tisbury 8.71 13.95 2.4 25.06

Island 35.67 141.69 11.41 188.77
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Vineyard Transit Authority fixed-route ridership, FY2007–FY2022
Source: Vineyard Transit Authority

Between 2007 and 2019, ridership increased about 43%, with growth in all seasons but especially July and August. The 
Covid-19 pandemic, along with other factors, caused VTA ridership to drop about 32% in FY2020, from about 1.3 million 
to 894,000, and another 39% in FY2021, perhaps the largest decline of any transportation mode on the Island during the 
pandemic. Ridership grew 41% in FY2022, but was still about 41% less than in FY 2019.
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One of the VTA’s new electric e-JEST buses. Photo by Alex Elvin.




