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2. LAND USE

Land and water acreage per town, 2023
Source: Massachusetts Bureau of Geographic Information

Land Pond Offshore
Aquinnah 3,415 611 23,492
Chilmark 11,604 1,334 54,727
   Nomans Land 605 33 NA
Edgartown 17,130 4,898 63,263
Gosnold 8,444 363 77,621
Oak Bluffs 4,679 675 13,178
Tisbury 4,183 572 6,663
West Tisbury 16,029 850 11,261

Watershed acreage: Island, 2017
Source: MVC, based on development analysis 
from March 2017 and watershed boundaries 
per MVC and Mass Estuaries Project

Coastal watershed 13,034

Caleb’s Pond 244

Cape Pogue 2,456

Chilmark Pond (lower) 1,467

Chilmark Pond (upper) 1,946

Crackatuxet Pond 325

Crystal Lake 99

Edgartown Great Pond 5,659

Eel Pond 312

Farm Pond 436

Homer Pond 384

James Pond 414

Jobs Neck Pond 530

Katama Bay 4,265

Lagoon Pond 4,477

Long Pond 479

Menemsha Pond 2,711

Oak Bluffs Harbor 421

Oyster Pond 2,586

Pocha Pond 1,086

Sengekontacket Pond 5,226

Squibnocket Pond 1,725

Lake Tashmoo 2,926

Tisbury Great Pond 11,919

Watcha Pond 1,089

The following tables and charts highlight some of the Island’s major land-use characteristics, including its 25,486 acres of 
open space, about 56% of which is open to the public. Each town includes at least one major coastal pond, which in most 
cases occupies a significant portion of the town’s inland area. Edgartown, for example, is 22% water.

Developed Available
Potentially 
available Conserved Total

Aquinnah 912 (+8%) 484 (-37%) 535 (-22%) 1,477 (+39%) 3,407

Chilmark1 4,065 (+9%) 1,066 (-19%) 2,384 (-2%) 4,686 (+21%) 12,201

Edgartown 4,799 (+6%) 1,390 (-14%) 2,436 (-6%) 8,494 (+6%) 17,119

Oak Bluffs 2,277 (+7%) 415 (-35%) 592 (-2%) 1,391 (+10%) 4,675

Tisbury 2,110 (+17%) 238 (-30%) 637 (-26%) 1,190 (+5%) 4,177

W. Tisbury 4,964 (+3.7%) 1,549 (-19%) 1,844 (-8%) 7,662 (+7%) 16,019

Island 19,127 (+7%) 5,142 (-22%) 8,428 (-8%) 24,901 (+11%) 57,599

Developed and undeveloped acres per town, and percent of total, 2023
Source: MVC                                                                                               Change from 2018 shown in blue                                                                                                   

1 Including Noman’s Land.
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Acres of open space per town, 2023
Source:  MVC and Island Conservation Partnership

Protection and access to open space: County, 2023
Source: MVC and Island Conservation Partnership

Total acres of open space:

25,486
Total protected acres (excluding 
properties with unknown status): 

24,384
Total acres with full public access: 

14,362

Public access definitions: 
Full: Property is open to the public.

Limited: Some stipulation in the conservation restriction or deed that access is 
limited—perhaps to members only, or only during certain times of the year, etc.

None: Property is closed to the public. 

Unknown: Further research is required to determine the level of public access. 

Chilmark
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Chilmark 2.9

Edgartown 16.3

Aquinnah (2018) 5.0

Gosnold 0

Oak Bluffs 7.9

Tisbury 2.1

 West Tisbury 22.3

County 51.5

Miles of special ways by town, 2023
Source: MVC 2018 GIS Data based on town 
bylaw-written description of delineation 
See map, page 129

West Tisbury and Edgartown 
account for about three quarters 
of the special way mileage on the 
Island, with about half in West 
Tisbury and a third in Edgartown. 
Those towns also have the most 
land area, and more of the unde-
veloped land where special ways 
created an early travel network.

Single-family building permits issued by town and year, 2012-2022
Source: Town building departments and town reports, MVC data

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Aquinnah 4 2 4 2 3 8 1 1 4 2 4
Chilmark 18 8 12 17 16 16 11 15 11 13 9
Edgartown 30 41 49 67 42 56 55 61 40 71 68
Oak Bluffs 17 19 23 21 27 28 25 37 18 19 22
Tisbury 11 14 19 16 24 18 18 19 17 26 16
W. Tisbury 22 8 14 15 11 14 13 18 15 14 19
Island 102 92 121 138 123 140 123 151 105 145 138

Miles of trail by town, 2023
Source: MVC and Island Conservation Partnership1

See map, page 130

Managed Trail Unmanaged Trail

Chilmark 32.6 0.5

Edgartown 79.6 6.4

Aquinnah 4.4 1.7

Gosnold Not available Not available

Oak Bluffs 12.1 2.7

Tisbury 14.0 3.6

West Tisbury 59.3 5.0

County 202.0 19.9
1 Managed trails are those maintained by the town or conservation group. Unmanaged trails are walking paths 

(e.g. ancient ways) that do not receive regular maintenance
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Total number of parcels per town, 2017-2023
Source: Massachusetts Division of Local Services

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Aquinnah 988 998 995 974 974 976 979

Chilmark 2,380 2,383 2,392 2,393 2,389 2,388 2,386

Edgartown 6,592 6,588 6,591 6,594 6,607 6,604 6,597

Gosnold 266 268 268 268 268 264 264

Oak Bluffs 5,117 5,131 5,134 5,159 5,172 5,175 5,176

Tisbury 3,491 3,492 3,493 3,493 3,504 3,507 3,519

W. Tisbury 2,824 2,809 2,819 2,772 2,770 2,770 2,770

County 21,658 21,669 21,692 21,653 21,684 21,684 21,691

The number of parcels in a given area may change over time as parcels are subdivided or combined. The total number in 
Dukes County has held steady in the last several years. Aquinnah, Gosnold, and West Tisbury saw declines in their parcel 
counts, while the total number in Dukes County increased by about 0.2%

Average and median lot size (acres), various years
Source: Massachusetts Bureau of Geographic Information

Average 
lot size 

Median
lot size

Aquinnah (FY22) 3.61 2.11

Chilmark (FY23) 4.98 3.00

Edgartown (FY23) 2.60 0.53

Gosnold (FY21)1 2.72 0.36

Oak Bluffs (FY22) 0.83 0.25

Tisbury (FY22) 1.15 0.41

W. Tisbury (FY23) 5.72 1.80

1 Cuttyhunk only. For Gosnold as a whole, including all the Elizabeth Islands, 
the average lot size is 42.11 acres, and the mean lot size is 0.36 acres. 
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Aquinnah 394 0 4 1 32 3 18 319 0 0 10 1,058 14 152

Chilmark 1,099 0 3 0 229 5 19 867 2 0 34 3,324 185 521

Edgartown 3,539 71 152 5 686 97 367 1,115 5 0 1 261 13 206

Gosnold 127 10 0 2 21 2 2 56 0 0 7 133 4 36

Oak Bluffs 3,418 130 94 5 258 80 175 643 4 0 18 1,951 33 349

Tisbury 2,138 36 126 13 245 87 312 288 15 0 36 1,624 90 222

W. Tisbury 1,489 19 9 3 348 66 56 466 14 0 30 686 28 267

County 12,204 266 388 29 1,819 340 949 3,754 40 0 136 9,037 367 1,753

Parcel Types by town, FY2023 (Based on the MA Property Type Classification Codes)
Source: MA Division of Local Services

Parcel counts by year and use (selected): County, FY2012–FY2023
Source: MA Division of Local Services
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Historic buildings by time period, and number of buildings in national or local historic districts: By town2

Source: MVC, Massachusetts Historical Commission
See map, page 123

Construction year and period Aqu. Chil. Edg. Gos. O.B. Tis. W. T. Total

1620–1675: Plantation 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 4

1675–1775: Colonial 0 18 22 0 3 8 28 79

1776–1830: Federal 0 6 76 0 7 18 30 137

1831–1870: Early Industrial 14 28 166 0 194 62 87 551

1871–1915: Late industrial 11 8 101 1 507 51 29 708

1916–1940: Early Modern 25 11 74 1 63 12 9 195

After 1940: Post-War 15 6 129 0 17 4 40 211

Year unknown 0 8 2 0 3 6 2 21

Total3 65 85 571 2 795 161 227 1906

In local historic districts3 0 0 545 0 92 56 99 792

In state or national districts4 7 0 473 0 322 7 0 809

Number of structures per town, 20231

Source: MassGIS

Chil. Edg. Aqu. Gos. O.B. Tis. W. T. Total

S-NR 11 173t 5 7 58 86 60 400

S-R 1,366 3,701 354 222 2,381 1,302 1,152 10,478

YR-NR 103 380 66 20 309 389 349 1,616

YR-R 788 2,235 188 24 2,041 1,838 1,683 8,797

Total 2,268 6,489 613 273 4,789 3,615 3,244 21,291

Status
S = Seasonal
YR = Year Round
Use type
NR = Non Residential
R = Residential

1 Only those with a roofprint greater than 400 square feet; could be a business, primary home, guest home, barn, garage, shed, etc.
2 Only buildings not indicated as demolished by MHC.  Range of construction dates per MHC is 1660 to 2014.

3 The MHC database is not a complete inventory of all buildings existing or previously existing.
4 These sometimes overlap.   
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