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DUKES COUNTY PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPmiT CQmSSION
MNUAL PROGRAM REPORT FOR 18-MONTH FISCAL PERIOD,JANUARY 1, 1973 to JU^,30,1974

STWiARY:

The Commission and staff concerned themselves with a broad range of issues.
The economic, ecological and social future of the county of Dukes County
were viewed in a long range perspective but also in the practical perspective
of immediate problems. Advice, research and technical assistance was pro-
vided for and with public boards and. officials as well as private individuals
and groups.

The Comission members represent a troad spectrum of the coramuniiy of Dukes
Couirty. Amon^ the m are six selectmen or their deslgnees, two members of
Tovm ConservaUon Commissiore^ three County Cofflinlssioners, five individuals
in various professional positions, and six business people.

County Coramissioners

Shirley K. Fnseh
Phillip J. Norton,
Everett Rogers

Jr,

Selectmen or Selectmen Designees

Craig Kingsbury
Thomas Wllson
Kenneth Southworthj
Alien M. Look
Evere-b-t H. Poole

Luther Madison
A. P. Til-bon

A-t-large Members

Edvdn G. Tyra
Hell Hovrell
Thomas Wilson
Dean R. Svdf-fc
Daniel Hull
Anne Hale

Jr.

Town

Tisbury
EdgarioMi
Oak Bluffs

Tisbury
Oalc Bluffs
Ed^artown
West Tlsbury
Chiljnark
Gay Head
Gosnold

EdRartovjn
Gay Head
Oals Bluffs
Tisbury
VJest Tisbury
Tisbury



TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Technical assistance scope ranging from extensive s-fcudies -bo brief consultation
was extended to Boards of Selectmen, Planning Boards, Zoning Appeals Boards^
Conserva'bion Commissions, Tax Assessors; Town Clerks, the Mces County

Government, private taxpayer associations,local private conservation and
recreation groups, consultan-bs in the emp^y of various island governments,
scores of private individuals, and many other parties both on and off-island.
All of the towns in the county received -becfcmical assistanoe, bu-b 'btie most
requests for help caiae from Oak Bluffs, Tisbury^ Gay Head and Edgariown.
Subject matter included the folloz'mig:

Zoning and subdivision controls .
Assistance in Wetlands Act analysis and enforcement.
Solid Waste Ivlanagement.
Grant Applications or proposals for open space acquisition, flood plain
insurance, economic developmen-fcy coastal sone management, water quall'by

analysis, n.eightsorhood facilities, aquaculture study,
Ga'fchering and dis-bribu-fcion of a variety of information concerning'such ••-.."

areas as the economy, "bransporiation, land use and pcFU.la.tion.

Another form of technical assistance is mapping. The following were some of tl
products prepared by the Commission during the time period covered by this
report:

Tisbury composi-fce tax map,1973
Tlsbury zoning display map,1973
Edgar-bcroi preliEiinary soning map, 1973
Island-wide traffic count map,1973
Airpor-b ejxiploymen-b park map, 1973
Gale Bluffs flood plain mapy1974
Subdivision and development map, 1974
Bicycle Pa-bh promo-fcion and safety map, 1974
Steamship Authority Ques-bionnalre map, 1974
Preliminary design for generaliaed critical areas mapping, 1974
(Beginning of) Gay Head resources map for town, 1974»
Functional Highway Class ification/Highway Aid raap, 1974.

THE ECONO^IY

An Economic Base Study of the Island was prepared and released vliich documente
the seasonall-fcy of the econoiay, unemployment problems, dependence on eonstruc-
tion and tourism.

An up-dated Cverall Economic Development Program was su'bmittc-1 "~ t".- Tr ^.

JP^?a^m_en^.°^^ommepce InaklnS all towns in Dakes County e^lfgi-bie to apply
for economic developmen-fc grants.



Aquaculture was promoted by a study proposal under -the Sea Grant Prcgram and
•the groundwork was laid for the Coas-tal Zone Nan&gement program. Preliminary

worlc was done promoting an Employment Park at the airport.

STATE AND FEDERAL LM'JDJJSE LEGISIATION.

In 'bhe role of organizer and coordinator the Coimnlssion issued a' consensus

posi-fcion paper on Federal and State land use legislation for "the island, the
resul'b of eight months of meetings by a special commit-bee representing disparate
points of view on the Federal Island Trust Bill and -the proposed State Bill
for the Vineyard.

There w&s ongoing reviewy crl-fcicism and negotia-bion of State and Federal
land use bills, with local island discussions on these efforts.

A study was planned -bo do a local -&twiy on special eviroranental management in al
of its aspects, ecological and envirorjaental, legal, administrative and opera-b-
ionalj and economic. Designed to relate -bo the State land use "bill this
project should begin during July, 1974.

TRANSPORTATION

There is nov/ a Comprehensive, Cooperative (3C) "fcransportation planning program
with a grant from the Federal goverranent through the Massachusetts Department
of Public Works (DPW). The follovdng act.ivities are just some of the major
activities of this prograja.

1. The Joint. Transportation Commi'ttee with respreseirtation from all towns was
organized. This is the independent citizens advisory group for -transport at ion
maUers and meets monthly.

2. Local transpcrtation project prioriUes for DPVT were established

3. Traffic counts v;ere conducted and island-^ide accident staUstics were
conducted,

4. The Annual Technical Review for DPV'r and the Annual Suimiary Report were
prepared—-the latter for coramuni-fcy dis-tribuUon.

5. VforUng va-bh County officials and negotiating with Depar-fcmen-fc of Natural
Resources ne^r bicycle paths were planned and completed in -the State Forest.

6. Handouts, posters and press releases were distributed which promoted bike-
paths and bilee safe-by.

?' Specific negotiations and planning concerned route designation and design
of the Oak Bluffs "bo Edgar-bown bikepath.

8" A major effort was put into assisting the Joint Transpor-fcation Commi-btee
in considering -transit al-berna-fcives. This effort was spurred on by the energy
crisis of 1973.



9. Comprehensive data collec-fclon and analysis during the summer of 1974
include new traffic counts, accident- dat-a and surveys of capacities and u0e of

all modes of travel including steamshipj private ferries, airlines; private
-transport^-bion, bicycles and rental automobiles.

COL-lPREHENSIVE_PIANNING

Revisions to the Comprehensive Plan fcr'Coun-fcy were adop'bed. The policy section
of Comprehensive Plan was updated to -make its recommendations as timely and
practical as possible.

This agency became certified for areawide planning jurisdiction and v/ater/se^er

plarming.

HOUSING

A housing needs study was distributed and discussed. "Extending Housing
Cppor-fcwii'fcy in the 1970'sn a housing policy discussion document^was prepared
and clistribu-becL

Close contact Virith the S-fcate was maintained concernlrg the possibility of
housing assistance allocations for the island (chiefly reirfcal assistance).

Technical assls-bance was given to people interested in obtaining subsidized
housing ffiortgages.


