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CHAIRMAN/S REPORT

This report covers the twentieth year of the Martha' s Vineyard
Commission and the service it has provided to the residents of the
Island of Martha''s Vineyard.

The Commission has/ as in all the years of its existence, continued
to function within the scope and legislative mandate of Chapter 831
of the Acts of 1977 / as amended, as well as within the scope of
numerous other Massachusetts General Laws.

The professional staff/ as always, has continued to respond to the
inquiries and needs of the seven towns in Dukes County in the
specific areas of water quality/ growth and development management,
transportation/ grant writing/ open space planning and in more
general terms, ordinance/ regulation and by-law development.

The Commission has continually worked toward strengthening the
partnership established years ago between itself and the seven towns
in the County. By doing thusly the Commission is able to provide a
continuing mechanism for progress in addressing problems and issues
and for attempting to find solutions to vexing local as well as
regional problems.

In a different light, the Martha '' s Vineyard Comxnission was deeply
saddened by the death of Elizabeth Bryant/ a long time Commission
member from Chilmark. Betty Ann was a strong supporter of regional
issues and in particular those issues that affected affordable
housing. Her presence will be missed by all whom she dealt with^
especially the MVC.

In addition/ the Martha's Vineyard Commission bids a most fond adieu
to its senior most representative on the Commission/ Leonard Jason/
Jr./ having served from January 1977 to December of 1994 when he
became elected to the Dukes County Commissioners. Lenny served the
Island of Martha's Vineyard well as an MVC member and the Commission
is certain he will do so equally as a County Commissioner. A well
respected man, his presence is sorely missed at Commission meetings.
We wish him well.

Michael J. Donaroma
Chairman
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DEVELOfMENTS OF REGIONAL IMPACT

During the course of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1995, the
various local permit granting boards and/or agents referred twenty-
two (22) Developments of Regional Impact to the Martha' s Vineyard
Commission pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 831 of the Acts
of 1977, as amended and due to the fact that the proposal's
magnitude and/or potential for creating development issues
significant to more than one community on the Island.

DRI #374
Martha^s Vineyard Agricultural Society
PO Box 73
West Tisbury, Ma.
Development and construction of certain improvements to the land of
the Martha's Vineyard Agricultural Society on Panhandle Road in West
Tisbury.
Approved with Conditions

DRI #378
Hugh Taylor
RR1 Box 171
Gay Head/ Ma.
Operation of a small ferry service across Menemsha Harbor for the
purposes of transporting bicycles across said harbor.
Approved with Conditions

DRI #380
Jesse Steere III
PO Box 3121
Vineyard Haven/ Ma.
Construction of a commercial structure
Approved with Conditions

DRI #381
Leo P. Convery
PO Box 1318
Edgartown/ Ma.
Conversion of an indoor commercial recreation facility into a movie
theater.
Denied

DRI #382
Peter Sharp
PO Box 315
Westport Point
Newark, Ma.
Construction of a residential dwelling on North Water Street in
Edgartown/ Ma.
Approved with Conditions

DPI #382A
Peter Sharp
PO Box 315
Westport Point
Newark, Ma.

Correction of contents of previous Decision as filed
Same as DRI #382



DRI #382M
Peter Sharp
PO Box 315
Westport Point
Newark, Ma.
Modification of Previous DRI
Approved

DPI #383
Pearlson and Sturges
Chilmark, Ma.
Modification of Previous DRI
Approved with Conditions

DRI #387
Flanders Farm Corp
(North Tabor Farm)
Chilmark, Ma.
Modification of Previous DRI
Approved with Conditions

DRI #388
Robert Goodman
c/o Vineyard Land Surveying
PO Box 42
West Tisbury, Ma.
Subdivision of land in West Tisbury/ Ma.
Approved with Conditions

DRI #389
Scrooge McDuck Trust
264 Upper Main Street
Edgartown/ Ma.
Subdivision of land in a commercial zone on Upper Main Street in
Edgartown/ Ma.
Approved

DRI #391
Martha's Vineyard Refuse District and Resource Recovery District
PO Box 2067
Edgartown/ Ma.
Construction of a solid waste transfer station qualifying as a DRI
since the proposal is intended to create a facility that would serve
the residents of more than one town.
Approved with Conditions

DRI #393
Fellowship of Christians in Universities and Schools (FOCUS)
PO Box 4609
Vineyard Haven, Ma.
Expansion of a church related place of assembly in a camp-like
setting.
Approved with Conditions

DPI #396
SLB/Ltd Partnership
c/o Leo P. Convery
26 Edgartown Road
Edgartown/ Ma.
Conversion of an indoor commercial recreation facility into a movie
theater.
Denied



DRI #397M
Island Food Products
Edgartown Road - RR #2 Box 49
Vineyard Haven/ Ma.
Modification of Previous DRI
Enclosure of open loading dock and addition of small area to house
frozen food lockers

Approved

DRI #400
Eric Himmer
PO Box 4477
Vineyard Haven, Ma.
Operation of an automobile rental agency on Lagoon Pond Road/
Tisbury, Ma.
Approved with Conditions

DRI #401
Heathland Realty Trust
PO Box 188
West Tisbury/ Ma.
Construction of a commercial structure within the Airport Business
Park.

Approved with Conditions

DRI #402
Martha's Vineyard Land Bank Commission
c/o Martha's Vineyard Shellfish Group
PO Box 1552
Oak Bluffs/ Ma.
Construction of a shellfish nursery on Land Bank property on
Chappaquiddick in Edgartown/ Ma.
Approved with Condi.tj.ons

DRI #403
Daniele and Rogers
PO Box 729
Vineyard Haven/ Ma.
Construction of a fuel storage terminal and distribution center
within the Airport Business Park.

Approved with Conditions

DRI #405
Vineyard Enterprises
PO Box 3047
Oak Bluffs/ Ma.
Operation of an automobile rental agency on Beach Road in Tisbury,
Ma.

Approved with Conditions

DRI #410
Magid Property
c/o Peter Rosbeck
PO Box 609
Vineyard Haven, Ma.
Modification of Previous DRI



LOCAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

General planning and technical assistance to local member
communities are and continue to be the basic advisory services
offered by the Martha's Vineyard Commission professional staff.
That technical assistance and advice can take many forms and is
relatively well known to local board members. The Commission staff
has always been ready and available to try and find alternative
answers and solutions to whatever is of bother to the Local
communities.

The items indicated below are not the only tasks undertaken during the
course of the year. They are merely examples of some of the inquiries and
assistance sought by the various towns. In addition there were numerous
telephone calls/ correspondence and smaller projects to which the staff
responded.

Chilmark

continued participation in Squibnocket Pond District
Advisory Committee meetings
assistance with the evaluation of North Road as a potential bikeway
route to Menemsha.

Edqartown

continued assistance with harbor management plan - only the second
such plan in the Commonwealth to go through EOEA Secretary approval
process.

assistance to Planning Board with the development of a successfully
funded grant request related to economic development in the harbor
area.

assistance to Planning Board in evaluation of potential traffic
pattern changes/ alternative routings / etc.
assistance to town DPW with preparation of and coordination of
required MEPA review process for proposed bike path locations.
preparation of Mass Releaf grant application for tree planting
program in town.

Gay Head

assistance with preparation of draft open space plan to enable town
to apply for funding under Mass. open space programs.
assistance with start of community master plan program.

Gosnold

preparation of successfully funded grant application for the
conversion of former Coast Guard boathouse to a marine terminal

Oak Bluffs

preparation and evaluation of alternative routes for school buses to
serve the changing school population needs.
assistance with preparation and coordination of required MEPA review
process for proposed bike path locations.
assistance with the securing of easement for bike path leading to
State Forest.
assistance with the preparation of draft open space plan to enable
town to apply for funding under Mass. open space program.



Tisbury

administration of special survey of ridership on Park and Ride
shuttle system.
assistance with preparation and coordination of required MEPA review
process for proposed bike path locations.
continuation of assistance with E911 house numbering system within
town.

West Tisbury

assistance with preparation of maps for updated open space plan to
enable town to apply for funding under Mass. open space programs.
provision of advise to Selectmen with respect to the formation of a
town needs assessment.



REGIONAL PLANNING ACTIVITIES

The Martha/s Vineyard Commission has the duty and responsibility to
undertake areawide (regional} planning programs as set forth in
Chapter 831 of the Acts of 1977, as amended.

The duty and obligation of any areawide or regional planning agency
is to develop and refine a regional plan of development . Such a
plan may include/ but not be limited to coastal zone management,
economic development, transportation, air and water quality,
environmental protection, conservation and similar matters.

The following are examples of activities in regional planning that
the Commission staff has been undertaking during the past fiscal
year.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

continuing work and assistance to Dukes County Commissioners
and Martha's Vineyard Airport Commission on the development of
the Airport Business Park.

preparation of 1995 update of Economic Base Study for Dukes County.

provision of staff support for MVC Economic Development Task Force.

provision of staff assistance with the revitalization of the
Community Development Corporation of Martha's Vineyard.

provision of staff assistance with the establishment of a Working
Capital Micro-enterprise Loan Program.

provision of staff assistance with the establishment of the Vineyard
Trade Show, a showcase of Vineyard merchants and merchandise to be
held at the Ag Society Fairgrounds.

development of the 1995 version of an economic development survey.

preparation of draft population figures for Island towns.

preparation of a revised and updated Dukes County Data Report 1994.

preparation of a business incubator study for Martha's Vineyard.

preparation of a feasibility study for the Island with a view toward
creation of a small conference center such as for Executive Board
Retreats by utilizing hotel and tourist resource facilities during
off-season.

preparation of a database of on-Island businesses compiled from
Chamber of Commerce/ business associations and local town listings.

TRANSPORTATION

preparation of final draft of Transportation Plan as part of MVC
Regional Island Plan.

preparation of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP} for Joint
Transportation Committee review and concurrence.



preparation of revised Tourist Information Map for distribution
through local towns/ ferry lines, hotels and inns and has been made
available to all Island visitors each year since 1990.

continuing expansion of data files on traffic flows and areas of
traffic congestion on-Island through on-going traffic counts on a
monthly basis at various established locations.

continuation of summer passenger surveys on all ferries serving the
Island to maintain and up-date files on attitudes and concerns of
visitors to Island.

preparation of and administration of ridership surveys of users of
Park and Ride system in Tisbury for Transit Authority.

preparation of Unified Work Program for funding by Executive Office
of Transportation and Construction.

provision of technical staff support for newly created Special Task
Force on Transportation.

provision of technical staff support for State Road Corridor Study
Committee.

preparation of successfully funded grant request to hire Regional
Engineer to work with and for Towns of Tisbury, Oak Bluffs and
Edgartown on a cost sharing basis.

preparation and administration of specialized survey of visitors
awaiting ferry passage in stand-by lines both on and off-Island.

attendance at various workshops and meetings hosted by Mass. Highway
Department and the Executive Office of Transportation and
Construction.

attendance at numerous Steamship Authority meetings.

WATER QUALITY

participation in groundwater quality study of Tisbury Great Pond
funded by Edey Foundation.

participation in successful grant application to Edey Foundation to
conduct a water quality study of Menemsha Pond.

participation in successful grant application to conduct study of
ways to improve agricultural opportunities .

assisted with the up-dating of the Farm Trails Guide.

continuation of monitoring program for water table elevation data;
program is in the fifth year.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT

continuation of Island liaison role between Massachusetts Coastal
Zone Management office in Boston and all communities in Dukes
County.

preparation of draft management plan for Joseph Silva State Beach.

continuation of the provision of advise and guidance with respect to



all coastal and wetland regulations and issues to local boards .

preparation of successfully funded grant application to enable
Tisbury to purchase a pumpout vessel for usage in Vineyard Haven
Harbor.

continuation of assistance with the development of harbor management
plans, particularly in Edgartown and Tisbury.

preparation and administration of survey of commercial fishermen of
Island.

completion of Great Pond Management on Martha's Vineyard guidebook.

assistance to Mass. Wetlands Conservancy Program regarding the
identification of eelgrass beds in coastal waters.

submittance of successful grant request proposal to establish a
modest non-point source program.

participation in a boating impact workshop at Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institute.

participation with Oak Bluffs Harbor Committee with development of
regulations for commercial fishing access to harbor facilities.

participation in Coastweek activities, namely a pond management walk
and a beach coordinator for coastsweep beach cleanup.

participation in all MEPA reviews on Island.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

assistance to the County Emergency Management Coordinator with the
preparation of an emergency preparedness plan.

assistance to various groups and organizations/ including media
groups and the Secret Service with technical data and mapping for
the visit of the President of the United States.

preparation of a feasibility study in conjunction with the Wampanoag
Tribal Resource Officer with respect to the possibility of
constructing and operating a finfish hatchery.

continuation of participation on State Forest Advisory Committee.



Publications Available

Martha''s Vineyard Commercial Fishing Survey

Business Incubator as a Catalyst for Economic Development
The Case of Martha's Vineyard

Transportation Improvement Program for Martha's Vineyard Region
October 1, 1995 - September 30, 1998

Regional Transportation Plan for Martha^s vineyard

Data Report 1994

The 1994 Steamship Authority Origin/Destination Survey

1994 Standby and Reservation Line Survey

1994 An Economic Base Study of Dukes County Massachusetts

MVC Regional Island Plan
Part I - Policy Plan

Part II - Open Space Survey & Inventory
Housing Report

Part III - Open Space Action Plan

Drinking Water Quality on M.V. (1989)

1991 Traffic Counting Report

1990 Hyline Passenger Ferry Survey

1991 Accident Analysis

1991 Analysis of Survey Trends 1974-1990


