MARTHA'S VINEYARD

COMMISSION

January 10, 2025

Dear Forester Gregory:

On behalf of the Vineyard-based, Manuel Correllus State Forest task force, we thank you for the
open communication channels and dialogue over recent months that have kept us well informed
of forest management plans inside our State Forest. We appreciate the renewed partnership
with the island community and willingness to discuss important facets of the upcoming
plantation removal work. Most recently, we benefited from you and Tom Brule joining the
roundtable discussion with some of our local millers.

Adam and | look forward to the January 15 pre-cutting plan meeting. We also thought it might
be beneficial to get some of the Task Force’s collective thoughts about items of key concern
down on paper, and share them in advance.

Please see the items below that the Task Force feels will strengthen the project:

Siting for tree removal would be best suited set back from the road and largely out of sight for
this initial phase to help reduce reactionary backlash from the public.

Thinning of White Pine within the priority stands — as opposed to full removal - would reduce
some adverse impacts associated with cutting while still mitigating our wildfire risk - and could
help build broader community support for the project. The Task Force sees merit in this
approach if it is found consistent with the project’'s key habitat restoration goals, even if the
ecological transition involves a longer time horizon.

At a minimum all tree trunks are cut flush to the ground so as to enable tactical agility and safe
maneuvering by fire apparatus and wildland firefighters. Any higher heights would pose an
impediment and hazard in the event of a wildfire, during response and suppression. The
preferred option would be to first cut them flush to the surface and then grind them a couple
inches beneath. DCR may want to be prepared to revisit and, if necessary, re-grind some
stumps after a few years - perhaps in selected pathways. The humus mat around them tends to
decompose or blow away after a while, thereby exposing the stumps, and what was once a
surface one could drive a tractor or truck over often becomes unmanageable - or at least a very,
very uncomfortable ride for mowing purposes.
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Interpretive signage along the periphery of the clearing sites will serve an important function,
informing park users and neighbors about the long-term value of taking such aggressive
measures as cutting down mature, white pine trees. Ideally, the signage should provide a
history of attempts to establish a timber industry inside the State Forest, the trade-offs Division
of Fisheries and Wildlife has sorted through in relation to carbon and conservation biodiversity
goals, future management pledges DCR has made for the ecology, and the virtues and
opportunities restored habitat will offer the Commonwealth and our island. It is important that
the signage be visible as early as the plantation removal itself. This will be part of a broader
public communications campaign related to habitat restoration and strengthened management
that the Task Force is certainly looking forward to assisting with.

We are very encouraged with DCR’s interest in using some of the slash associated with pine
removal for biochar production. MVC's Biochar Fellow, Maggie Craig, will reach out to Tom
Brule to talk through this prospect.

We are also passing along input on the project from Dr. Ken Carloni, a restoration ecologist out
of the Pacific Northwest, who makes several visits to the island each year and is very familiar
with the local conditions. We share this, not as an endorsement of his positions, but rather as
concepts and thoughts that may have some utility to you, as you think through the intricacies
and opportunities this project presents.

Again, thank you for including us as you talk through the merits and challenges of this initial
plantation removal step.

Signature

Dan Doyle,

Special Projects Planner
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https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/input%20from%20Dr.%20Ken%20Carloni_Dec%206%202024.pdf

