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Executive Summary 
 

 

Martha’s Vineyard’s premier environmental feature is the Great Plain, and 5,343- 

acre Correllus State Forest, sited squarely in the middle of our island and largely 

comprised of pitch pine and oak woodlands, along with some exotic planted 

evergreens.  This Forest spans three of the island’s six towns and borders a fourth, 

while surrounding the regional airport on three sides; its central location, unique 

ecology and continuity with adjacent woodlands and conservation lands elevates 

its importance to the island’s sole aquifer and the greater island community.  The 

Forest and adjoining lands comprise one of the most important ecological treasures 

in the Commonwealth and New England region. 

 

We will need to work on several interrelated fronts to appropriately steward our State 

Forest and spur immediate momentum.  We have organized a Task Force to these 

ends: 

 

• Support DCR in protecting and restoring native biodiversity, prioritizing the 

removal of non-native conifer plantations 

• Augment wildfire mitigation efforts  

• Complete the second half (8 miles) repaving of the existing SUP network, 

begun in 2019 

• Complete efforts that ensure a more consistent and vigilant management 

presence by DCR staff to reside inside an existing residential structure within 

the State Forest  

 

 

This resource presents both a management challenge and an immense opportunity 

to improve the ecological, cultural, and recreational quality of state land holdings 

and Martha’s Vineyard.  Over recent decades, a number of multi-stakeholder 

attempts to more adequately manage the Forest have been thwarted.  However, a 

new gubernatorial administration has been ushered in with a keen commitment to 

climate change mitigation and biodiversity and we must seize this generational 

chance to reverse well-intentioned but ecologically adverse management of the 

forest over the past century.  A number of those decades saw Works Progress 

Administration (WPA)-funded attempts to establish a timber industry on the island 

rather than preserve the wooded landscape which once extended across the 

current Forest and Great Plain.  Non-native evergreens took hold in zones far better 

suited for native woody vegetation. Globally rare habitat and numerous 

endangered species flourish throughout the State Forest woodlands, scrub-oak 

dominated bottoms, and along the artificially cleared, mowed and plowed fire 

lanes that support low grass, herbs and shrubs.  We can both mitigate our fire risk and 

restore this native ecosystem with a meaningful commitment from the State – in 

financial resources and personnel.   
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Sandplains and their uncommon woodland, shrubland and grassland habitats have 

succumbed to development in many areas where they were once found on the 

Eastern Seaboard.  Much as they are no longer found in abundance here on the 

island, we can chart a new course to bring them back – and reestablish Manuel 

Correllus as a crown jewel of DCR and the Vineyard.   

 

Moreover, these landscapes can be showcased along newly repaired Shared Use 

Paths (SUP’s), corridors that also give our firefighters a tactical response advantage 

with proper maintenance.  Six miles of the paths were repaved in 2019, yet eight 

miles remain in acute disrepair.  These conditions discourage outdoor recreation and 

represent a hazard to cyclists.  We must complete this work. 

 

The goals outlined above can only be achieved through a good-faith relationship 

with our State partners.  DCR is staffed by highly capable individuals who have 

critical knowledge of the issues at hand.  Yet they are also tasked with managing an 

extensive portfolio of properties that pull their attention elsewhere.  Local support 

exists, and that too must be galvanized.  The Manuel Correllus State Forest Task Force 

will help marshal these initiatives and support DCR staff, as we look forward to 

newfound focus placed on these state lands.   

 

Our Task Force aims to augment these efforts across a handful of DCR bureaus, 

departments tasked with noble charges to the public: the safeguarding and 

stewardship of vast state-owned lands across the Commonwealth.  The Vineyard 

possesses arguably its most unique asset, a tract with a colorful geologic past where 

two glaciers once converged.  A strong local and state partnership can help protect 

and restore.  This joint commitment can also ensure the key infrastructure to 

showcase these lands is repaired, and sentinel staff are retained through stable, 

permanent housing where it makes most sense: squarely inside these precious 

confines.   

 

We are eager to commence this work in earnest. 

 


