DISTRICTS OF CRITICAL PLANNING CONCERN (DCPCs)

What is a DCPC?
(“so much more than just rhyming letters”)

eA District of Critical Planning Concern is a special area on
Martha’s Vineyard.

eIt is an area that is important to more than one town on the
Island or to the Island as a whole.

eBecause of the importance of these areas, they require special
regulations — or “superzoning” - to guide the type and manner of
development that may occur.



Origins
During the advent of MVC, town boards were solicited to identify specific areas

worthy of additional protections beyond what their town bylaws then afforded

» Hundreds of zones submitted for consideration
» Inaugural adoptions featured Island Road District, Coastal District, &

Special Places District

Inception of these DCPCs were foundational to MVCs credibility & standing
within the community

Commissioners used to comprise a DCPC C’tee which helped write DCPC
guidelines (as recently as 2002)



Discounting the Lawn Fertilizer Control district,
~40% of the island is covered by a DCPC
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DISTRICT QUALIFICATIONS
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NEED FOR DESIGNATION

There must be a regional need for special regulations or planning to protect the

district from damage or losses by inappropriate development. The Commission shall
find:

that present public or private regulations in a substantial part of the district
cannot assure protection: and

that damage to the district or impediments to proper development will be
a substantial loss to the region or to two or more towns.



SOME EXAMPLES OF DCPC REGULATIONS






SITE PLAN REVIEW FOR
VISTA PROTECTION AND
ARCHITECTURAL
PRESERVATION




LOT SIZE LIMITATIONS FOR
GROWTH MANAGEMENT




CURBCUT RESTRICTIONS FOR
PUBLIC SAFETY




How is a DCPC initiated?

eNominations of Critical Districts may be made by boards of selectmen, town
planning boards, boards of health, or conservation commissions, of any of

the towns on the Island.

eThey may also be made upon petition by any seventy-five (75) taxpayers of
the Island, or by the Commission itself.



MVC - DCPC FLOW CHART

Nomination is
made

Commission accepts the
nomination for consideration

moratorium begins

.

/

OR

Commission rejects the
nomination
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Commission votes to designate the
nominated area(s) as a Critical

The Town(s) proposes
District, with regulations for the newly
GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPMENT created District, in
\_ -/ conformance with the
GUIDELINES FOR
DEVELOPMENT

Commission holds a

Public Hearing

Up to
one year

Commission votes to approve conformance of the proposed
regulations with the
GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPMENT

/

The Town Meeting(s) adopts the
regulations, by 2/3 vote

Moratorium ends




MVC District of Critical Planning Concern (DCPC) Process

TOWN MV C
Nomination to MVC
\ Acceptance Vote
Yes - reason

- moratorium begins
- set hearing date
- notice to Towns and public

Designation Hearing
Yes - adopt development

/ guidelines for town regs
Town Boards develop regulations

per guidelines and send to MVC \
Conformance Heariné

Adoption at Town Meeting (2/3 vote)

{Moratorium ends)
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