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29 Franklin Street Vineyard Haven, Tisbury MA 
My friend and co-owner Cees Van Eijk and I had every intention to restore this property and 
Cees would use this house as his primary residence.  However decades of neglect where too 
much to overcome.   
For many years I would observed 29 Franklin being run down and neglected, seeing sections 
literally falling off the house made me want to try and save it. Having fixed numerous antique 
properties over the years, I was optimistic. Unfortunately the house began to reveal itself when 
the hoarding debris, old paneling, false ceilings and other garbage was removed 
 
Foundation 
The foundation consists of different materials used such as stone, brick, and mortar. The 
foundation is not dug down deep enough, void of proper footings below the frost line. The 
foundation has failed in several areas of the house. The Cellar consist of a small 8 by 6 foot 
Cellar Hall and a crawl space that is one foot high spanning around the circumference. The 
floor, in the middle of the house, actually touches the ground directly in about a third of the cellar 
area.  
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Action needed: A new foundation needs to be dug and poured.  Cellar space to be used in 
keeping an HVAC room and family room.  This will allow the building to be on stable ground free 
from rodents and bugs and also able to control the moisture problems that allowed mold growth. 
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Exterior 
This Greek revival farm style was popular in 1850’s and the lines of the house are very 
appealing.  This house has clapboarding on the front and cedar shakes on the rest.  

 
Actions needed:  
All the Cedar Shakes and siding need replacing.  Almost all the trim is missing and needs to be 
replaced. All the windows, doors, shutters, gutters need to be replaced. There was a structure 
on the left side of the house that has rotted and fallen off the house completely.  The screened 
porch on the right side of the house is totally rotted and unsafe.  
The outside fencing is all rotted especially around the outdoor shower and all needs to be 
replaced. 
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First floor 
Most of the downstairs consisted of rotted and molded 1960s paneling. The kitchen had pressed 
board Cabinetry that was bloated moldy water saturated with peeling up formica counters. 
Removal of the carpets revealed a broken floor joist and remnants of where the walls had been 
at one time.  Mold and mildew was throughout with lots of newspapers and debris.  The front 
bedroom had a tree growing through the floor and wall.  No insulation was found and very little 
wiring. The existing wiring was knob and tube which is not to current code and a fire hazard.   
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Floor 
The floor is not structurally sound and has failed in numerous places. There are broken beams 
due to bug damage and missing floor boards.  There have been big cut outs for heater vents.  
The floor structure has been compromised.   
 

 
Action needed  
The entire floor structure needs to be ripped out and new sills and floor beams need to be 
installed also subfloor and hardwoods. 
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Walls  
The walls consist of balloon framing and some post and beam. All windows and doors are not 
framed out they have no headers. 
About two-thirds of the studs have been compromised by either having bug damage, rot or 
having been cut out to accommodate a window or plumbing etc. Some of the cross member 
beams have been cut out as well. Two of the four corner main load bearing members are rotted 
completely.  There are no interior doors.
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Action needed  
The skeleton needs to be replaced walls and closets need to be built.  All electric, heat, ac, insulation, need to be 
added 
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Staircase 
Old steep stair case with short treads and low head clearance.

 
Action needed  
The staircase does not meet today's building standards in tread and riser length I would be required a rebuild. 
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Second floor  
Bathroom  
 The home has one bathroom that is not in working order. There was a cast-iron tub that was 
broken in half and a toilet had a crack in it probably from Ice expansion in the tank. Floor rotten, 
water damage and mold 
 
Bedrooms 
The bedroom walls are studded with no closets, drop down ceiling  
Action needed  
Needs closets and utilities, walls insulation and flooring.  Floor is bouncy due to no structural 
support needs to be rebuilt with floor joists, subfloor and hardwood. Ceiling needs to be redone 
but so does the entire roof and envelope.  

 
 
 
Walls upstairs 
Consistent with the studding downstairs in that there are no headers on the windows or doors 
there are rotten beams and bug damage.  
Action needed 
Replace skeleton 
 
In summary, this house needs to be rebuilt from top to bottom.  We want to rebuild the existing 
structure, duplicating as closely as we can to the other Greek Revival homes in the William 
Street neighborhood.  The landscaping, fencing and outside lighting would also be 
complimentary as well.  This is a key property for all MV visitors and residents walking 
neighborhood to enjoy all year long.    
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Some of my many projects across Massachusetts over the years with great success. I have 
been in the restoration of old homes most of my life. My oldest home being 1760 in the town of 
Petersham Massachusetts. (picture above) 

 
 I own a Greek revival (over 5000’) that I restored from the ground up In Petersham MA (1850)  
 
 

 general store commercial  
 The old store, property in the town of Hardwick Massachusetts. It’s the original General Store and also houses the 
town post office (picture above -one of the oldest running P.O. In the USA (est1896)) and is still used today. 
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Rebuilt in 2011  (1900 house) 

 
Our restaurant. Ayer MA 
 In the last year I finished a home in Pepperell Massachusetts. (1870 house) 
My Mother In-Law lives here now. Saved from the wrecking ball and brought it back to a really nice old farmhouse. 

  
 The reason that I am giving you a list of some of my projects is so that you can see that I have experience in 
restoring old homes similar to 29 Franklin Street. 
 

 

. 


