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Paul Foley

From: hodsdoninc@aol.com
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 1:31 PM
To: stonebridgeone@comcast.net; cwa_ny@yahoo.com; mlevandowski@lerouxkitchen.com; 

edwin@sibert.us; awber50@gmail.com; hodsdoninc@aol.com; mc.arc@comcast.net; 
judyf@mvlandmarks.com; hwuebjohn@verizon.net

Cc: visionplan@tisburyma.gov; phraluang@yahoo.com; lilianind@hotmail.com; 
psb@senseofwondercreations.org; weadamspainting@gmail.com; Paul Foley; 
allcingi@aol.com; Trotterew@aol.com; hodsdoninc@aol.com

Subject: 29 Franklin St Demolition

Hello,  
 
On Thursday this week at the Martha's Vineyard Commission, at 7 pm, there is a meeting concerning the 
demolition of 29 Franklin St in Vineyard Haven. This house, though it appears to be war torn, is still a vital 
historic building within the town of Vineyard Haven.  
This house was built in 1835 and was one of the few homes that was left untouched during the fire of 
1883 that destroyed Main St..  
 
Why this house is significant 
It, along with the other two classic homes located to the North of it, is part of the second wave of 
development AFTER William St was on its way.  
This house should have gone before the Tisbury Historic Commission as this house is more than 100 years 
old.  
  To do so, the owner would have to have brought with them detailed information as to why the request 
for it be demolished. Plans of the existing structure as is - along with detailed photographs, and design 
expectations such as new, additions, dormers, etc.. It appears that a step has been neglected. This begs 
me to ask, why it was brought before the Tisbury Building Inspector, then on to the MVC? DEMOLITION, 
was it just on the word of the new home owner? It should also be known that since taking possession of 
this house, the  house was gutted and left in an unprotected state to the elements. To me this is a sign 
that though the owner who has professed to be a restorer of antique homes, allows a house to be gutted 
and left to the elements without protection is negligent and not serving or preserving the history of our 
town of Tisbury. 
 
For those familiar with renovations of a historic, pre 1850 home, there are a number of issues that need to 
be addressed, but which are not insurmountable. Timbers, trim, broken windows, insulation and other are 
elements that are easily remedied. It may take a little bit more scheduling but from my experience it does 
not take more man power to make repairs for needed corrections. With new technology "R" ratings can be 
achieved, timbers can be replaced or strengthened, windows can be replaced. What can't be replaced is 
the feeling of that home, the original wood trim features, its placement in the growing town of the 1880's, 
the stories it carries within its walls, the families it has housed..... Ripping this house down forces the 
community to loose a place in history. 
 
As a concerned citizen of Tisbury I ask that you send the request for demolition for this 1835 home back 
to the town of Tisbury in order for it to be reviewed by the Tisbury Historical Commission. It should be up 
to them to make an educated determination as to what steps need to be followed (to the building 
inspector, the MVC, or other). 
 
What should be stressed here is historical significance.  
What the William Street Historical District Commission and the Tisbury Historical Commission has done for 
the town of Tisbury/Vineyard Haven with their oversight of all of the buildings within the WSHD. It has 
maintained and increased and helped maintain there values with guidance, historical records of detail and 
other. It has become one of the most sought after neighborhoods in Tisbury. AND it is one of the main 
destinations in the town to view historic homes which in turn encourages people to stop, walk and shop.  
 
Thank you, 
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D. Hodsdon 


