


AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY 

for 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 

The Martha’s Vineyard Commission, in concert with the mandate contained in sections 14 and 15 of 
Chapter 831 of the Acts of 1977, as amended, that it, (the Commission) consider in its decision making 
process, the supply of needed low and moderate income housing for Island residents, hereby adopts the 
following policy: 

Any application for a Development of Regional Impact (DRI) involving the creation of ten (10) or 
more lots by division or subdivision, or involving ten (10) or more dwelling units must include, at 
the discretion of the Commission, either of the following provisions satisfactory to the 
Commission: 

a) Ten percent (10%) of the buildable lots and/or dwelling units (as the case may be) 
within such development shall be provided to the Dukes County Regional Housing 
Authority for the purpose of meeting the needs of low and moderate income 
residents housing needs. The required affordable housing shall be provided on-site. 

The lots or dwelling units so provided shall be exempt from any growth rate 
provisions established within the town in which they are located as well as being 
exempt from all covenants established within the development in which they are 
located. 

OR 

b) Prior to sale of lots and/or units, one hundred percent (100%) of the appraised value 
post-permit approval of the buildable lot and/or the estimated cost of construction 
of the dwelling unit, as the case may be, shall be provided to the Dukes County 
Regional Housing Authority, to be administered by said Authority for the purposes 
of providing affordable housing to Island residents. 

The Martha’s Vineyard Commission may permit the affordable housing requirement to be met 
through the provision of off-site buildable lots, of equivalent size, only if the applicant provides 
convincing evidence that the on-site provision of affordable housing lots would not be in the 
best interest of the MVC Regional Policy Plan nor of this policy.  
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